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GAMES TO BE WON!! 


Join the GW Facebook page and 
tell us in 25 words or less how 
we can improve Goal! Weekly. 
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Best two 
entries win!! 
It's that easy. 
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The Road To Rio 


www.goalweekly.com 


Holman secures Cup passage 


By Gordon Bennett 


Holger Osieck pointed to Australia’s 
away record instead of their uncon- - 
vincing performance in Tuesday’s ; 


1-0 win over Thailand. 


The Socceroos needed a 78th-minute 


Brett Holman goal after they struggled: : 
: ae - (It was a) good crowd, we knew it was : 


some poor Thai finishing to stay level _ 9°INg to be tough. They threw every- 

: thing at us,” Neill said. : 
: “Good strength was shown by the - 
: guys today. It was never going to be : 
: an easy game. We just persevered, 
_ stuck to it, showed patience and got : 
» rewarded.” 
Goalscorer Holman was simply happy; 
: to get the points and seal Australia’s 
: passage into the next round. 
: “We got the job done, so that’s the 
: most important thing. We'll look to our 
: opponents in the next group and go ; 


“It's always an adaptation and it’s not: 
ne ee - from there,” he said. 


to hold on to the ball and relied on 


until the AZ Alkmaar man’s winner. 


However, Osieck wanted to talk about : 


the positives following the win which 
sealed their progression to the fourth 
round of 2014 World Cup qualifiers. 


“You have to consider we had two : 
road games; to play in Asia, the differ- 


ent countries, like the Middle East and 
South-East Asia, it is always difficult,” 


Osieck told Fox Sports when asked ; 


about his side’s unconvincing display. 


going to be easy for anybody. Already 


for three road games we won two which : 
g Sa as : the three points. We did that tonight, 


' not convincingly but we didn't give | 
» much away either, so that was the : 
» most important thing.” 


is a great achievement.” 

Osieck added that it was a difficult 
match but said he was pleased for his 
side who worked hard. 


“It was a pretty tough one today. They 


were so well organised, they made it _ ments could be made. 


really difficult for us,” he said. 
“We didn’t move the ball quick 
enough, particularly in the first half. In 


ing aspects. I'm pretty pleased for the 


boys. Tough win, but a good win.” 
Socceroos skipper Lucas Neill said 


their jobs despite being under pressure 
and in difficult conditions. 
“We had to prepare well for this game. 


Group D Standings 


Team 
Australia 


Oman 


P 
5 
Saudi Arabia 5 
5 
Thailand 5 


Ww 
4 
1 

1 
1 


“These sorts of games it depends on 


However, Holman admitted improve- 


“We just have to work on our play 


Amini nominated 


TALENTED Central Coast Mariners 
midfielder Mustafa Amini has been 
nominated as a finalist in the Sports 


sented by The Age and The Sydney 
Morning Herald newspapers. 


Amini has been recognised in the : 
: of the most prestigious in Australian 
sport, recognising the very best per- 
ing sports, thanks to his performances: 
_ Unlike other major awards, the winner 
: from all categories will be determined 
© by an online public vote, with the high- 
: est tallied athlete taking home the 
» prize. 

ness under the watchful eye of Mari- 
: the Sports Performer Awards up until 
- Wednesday December 7, 2011 by visit- 
' ing www.performerawards.com.au. 
debut, Amini has since appeared ina : 
Hyundai A-League grand final, FIFA : 
Under 20 World Cup in Colombia, and: 
fulfilled a boyhood dream by inking a : 


‘Young Performer of the Year’ category 
along with four other athletes from vary- 


in the 2010/11 Hyundai A-League, as 
well as efforts for the Qantas Young 
Socceroos and Qantas Australian Un- 
der 23 teams. 

Amini - currently returning to full fit- 


ners head coach Graham Arnold — has 
enjoyed a stellar 12 months. 
Having made his Hyundai A-League 


deal to play for German heavyweights, 
BVB Borussia Dortmund. 


Loaned back to the Mariners from - 
Dortmund in a win-win deal until the : 
end Central Coast's participation in the 
group stage of the 2012 Asian Cham- : 
pions League, Amini is now looking to: 
build on his first season in the Hyundai: 


A-League. 


“I've been nominated for a few awards 


- before however it is always nice to be 


recognised for these types of prizes,” 
© Amini said. 

Performer Awards for 2011 pre- - 
» the competition, but of course it would 
: be nice for me to win.” 


“I'd like to wish my peers good luck in 
The Sports Performer Awards are one 


formers from the previous 12 months. 


Fans can vote for Mustafa Amini in 


CENTRA 
~ COAST 


Tuesday to throw open Group B with 


: one match remaining. 


An Ali Al Saadi goal and Abbas Ali 


Koo’s spot kick for South Korea, sealed 
a famous victory for Lebanon, prompt- 


_ ing tears of joy at the Camille Chamoun: 


The win leaves South Korea top of 


Group B, level on points with second- 
placed Lebanon and two points ahead 


: of Kuwait in third. 


Japan, who had already secured pas- 
sage to the final round, went down 1-0 
away to 10-man North Korea. 

Uzbekistan now appear set to top 

Group C ahead of Japan following their 

3-0 win over Tajikistan. 


FNSW reduce fees 


In response to calls from the Foot- 
ball Community, the Board of Foot- 
ball NSW has announced a number 
of changes to the capitation fees 
placed on player registration. 

‘Cost of football’ was one of several 
concerns raised by membership after 
Football NSW’s Review and subse- 
quent metropolitan and country mem- 
ber forums. 

These changes, to be introduced in 
season 2012, illustrate Football NSW's 
ongoing commitment to making football 
a more affordable sport. 

In a first for football, a 12 month Ac- 
cident Support Policy will be introduced 
where by footballers; registered though 
My Football Club, who engage in Fut- 
sal and Summer Football are covered 
with no increase to the current cost 
passed on for the Accident Support 
Policy in place. 

Student rates are to be reinstated, 
with student players over the age of 18 
to be given a 19% discount on the cur- 
rent Football NSW capitation fees. 
Junior capitation fees (relevant to foot 
ballers aged between 6-9) have also 
been reduced on last season’s Football 
NSW capitation fees. 

Moreover, capitation fees relevant 
to 10-17 year old juniors and seniors 


have remained equivalent to last year’s 
figures — with Football NSW absorbing 
the standard increases associated with 
cost of living. 

All capitation fees include Football 
Federations Australia’s (FFA) MyFoot- 
ballClub roll out - which enables par- 
ticipants to register for their local club 
online via the MyFootballClub website 
(www.myfootballclub.com.au). 

Football NSW CEO Eddie Moore 
was elated by the outcome and was 
full of praise for the Board in following 
through with a key commitment made 
to the Football NSW membership dur- 
ing the review process. 

“As part of the review process the cost 
of football was a primary concern which 
the Football NSW Board and member- 
ship agreed needed to be addressed. 
“Football gives kids in Optus Small 

Sided Football programs right through 
to the Over 45’s the opportunity to in- 
teract and train twice a week and play 
in a safe environment on the weekend 
throughout the winter months. 

“These changes to the Football NSW 
capitation fee demonstrate our commit- 
ment as the governing body of football 
in NSW to keep the game cost com- 
petitive,” said Eddie. 


Brett Holman came the rescue with a timely goal to secure top spot in Group D and 
- a keep the Socceroo’s World Cup aspirations on track for Brazil 2014. 
- Photo: GEOFF JONES 


: when we have the ball. That's the main 
© factor. We're defending well. The most 
: important thing is what we do with the 


the second half we had more attack- : ; 
ball,” he said. 


_ With one round still to be played any . . . 
~ of Thailand, Saudi Arabia and Oman _ Atwi’s penalty, either side of Ja-Cheol 


the side were rewarded for sticking to © could all still feature, after the latter two 


: played out a goalless draw in Riyadh. 


In other AFC World Cup qualifiers; 


Lebanon shocked South Korea 2-1 on _ Sports City Stadium in Beirut, 


Iraq defeated Jordan 3-1 in a clash 


"between the top two in Group A, with 
_ China eliminated despite their 4-0 win 
- over Singapore. 


Iran are also through following their 


: 4-1 win away to Indonesia in Group 
: E. Qatar and Bahrain are second and 
: third respectively. 


Golec cops 
penalty 


Football Federation Australia (FFA) 
has concluded that the Adelaide 
United’s , Antony Golec, was in 
breach of the National Code of Con- 
duct (Code) by virtue of comments 
made on Twitter with respect to the 
match between Melbourne Victory 
and Brisbane Roar on Saturday 5 
November. The FFA has determined 
that Golec is suspended for a total 
of three (3) matches, with one of 
these matches to be served im- 
mediately. The remaining two (2) 
match sanction is to be suspended 
and shall only be triggered if Golec 
breaches the Code during the 
remainder of the Hyundai A-League 
season, including finals, or fails to 
undergo appropriate counseling 
and education by Sunday 11 March 
2012. 


Short Passes 


Women end championships with 
spirited loss 

Australia have ended their 2011 

AFC U16 Women’s Championships, 
suffering a spirited 1-0 loss to Japan. 
Finishing fifth in the group, the 
Westfield National U17 Women have 
not qualified for the 2012 FIFA U17 
Womens World Cup. Japan, DPR 
Korea and China P.R have all pro- 
gressed to next year’s tournament, 
following China’s 0-0 draw against 
Korea Republic and DPR Korea’s 
8-0 hammering of Thailand. 


GLORY SIGN INJURY COVER 
Former Australian U-20 captain 
Trent McClenahan has signed an 8 
week contract with Perth Glory as an 
injury replacement player for Scott 
Neville. 

McClenahan, 26 years old, a right 
full-back played in all three games 
for the Olyroos at the Beijing Olym- 
pics in 2008. 

“We're glad to have him on board,” 
Perth Glory coach lan Ferguson 
said. 

“He’s a quality player who has cap- 
tained his country at youth level.” 

Signed by West Ham at the age 
of 16, McClenahan spent 9 years 
in the United Kingdom with stints 
at Milton Keynes Dons, Hereford 
United, Hamilton Academical and 
Scunthorpe United. 


VAN DIJK PROGNOSIS BETTER 
THAN EXPECTED 

Adelaide United FC will be without 
the services of striker Sergio van 
Dijk for the Reds’ trip across the Tas- 
man to face the Wellington Phoenix 
on Saturday due to a calf injury. 
However, scans revealed a better 
outcome than initially expected, 

with the reigning Hyundai A-League 
Golden Boot winner suffering a 
minor calf tear, meaning he could be 
back within two weeks. 


Rixon signs for South Melbourne 
South Melbourne FC is delighted to 
announce the signing of Trent Rixon 
from Northcote City FC. The big 
striker has decided to link up with 
former coach Peter Tsolakis at Lake- 
side Stadium for the 2012 Victorian 
Premier League season. 


MIRON FINED $5000 

Gold Coast United Head Coach, 
Miron Bleiberg has been fined $5000 
a result of post match comments 
made at the conclusion of the 
Hyundai A-League 2011/12 Week 5 
match between Sydney FC and Gold 
Coast United. He will also serve a 
one match suspension. This one 
(1) match sanction is suspended and 
shall only be triggered in the event 
that the Coach is found to have 
committed a further breach of the 
Code prior to the end of the Hyundai 
A-League season, including finals. 


DARRAS PS, 


ZERVAS ESTATE AGENTS 


DARRA 


>= 


S«ZERVAS 


Estate Agents 


337A CLAYTON RD CLAYTON 


9544 4611 


Come in and see the friendly staff at 
Darras & Zervas Estate Agents for all 
your real estate needs or call our office 
for a free no obligation opinion of the 


market value of your property. 
337A Clayton Rd Clayton 3168 =f] 


Ph: 9544 4611 


darraszervas.com.au 
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Eugene Galekovic 
Adelaide Utd 


tn tn 


eS 
Rodrigo Vargas 


Mate Dugandzic 


Heart 


Nigel Boogaard 
Adelaide Utd 


Aziz Behich 
Heart 


ick Carle 
Sydney FC 


lain Ramse 
Adelaide Ut 


ck Carle 
Sydney FC 


Besart Berisha 


goalkeeper was at his best despite conceding an 
unlucky deflected goal. Galekovic made a string 
of fantastic saves and just piped Sydney FC’s 
Liam Reddy for this week’s goalkeeper position. 


The Maltese international 
played a pivotal role in the Phoenix defence and 
denied Thomas Broich a winner after clearing the 
ball off the line. 


Melbourne Victory were 
able to keep the Mariners goalless in front their 
home crowd as Vargas cleared the ball off the 
line sparing young goalkeeper Lawrence Thomas 
some embarrassment after a mistake. 


The central defender 
returned from an ankle injury to play 88 minutes 
in a solid performance for Adelaide United in 
defence. 


Behich makes the team of the 
week for the second week in a row as he had an- 
other impressive performance which was capped 
off with one of the best goals of the weekend. 


Melbourne Hearts Captain lead by 
example as he dictated the Hearts midfield and 


P WwW D F a od pts ROUND 06 
1 Brisbane Roar ee ee dome eens) | Adelaide United 
(Zenon Caravella 57, ae 
Ramsay 69) 
2 Syd ney FC 6 3 2 1 i 1 11 Gold Coast United 1 
3 Perth Glory FC 6 “8. 0 73) <5 imme) | ames Brown 67’) 
Melbourne Heart 3 
4 Newcastle Jets FC 6 3 0 3 a 10 -3 9 ede is iesede 
5 Central Coast Mariners 6 2 2 2 5 ee |) 
ewcastle Jets 0 
6 Melbourne Victory FC 6 1 4 il 4 0 een eee ears 
7 Adelaide United FC ® 2 tf 32 6 4&4 Fee 8 
8 Melbourne Heart FC 6 1 3 2 7 1 6 
QWellingtonPhoenixFC 6 1 2 3 6 7 -12 5 SCORERS 
10 Gold Coast United FC 6 1 2 3 8 11 -3 5 
Week 8 Fixture Venue Local AEDT 
Fri25Nov2011 Adelaide United v Newcastle Jets Hindmarsh Stadium 7:30pm 8:00pm 
Sat 26 Nov 2011 Central Coast Mariners v Melbourne Heart Bluetongue Stadium 5:30pm 5:30pm 
Sat 26 Nov 2011 _— Brisbane Roar v Perth Glory Suncorp Stadium 6:45pm 7:45pm aes 
Sun 27 Nov 2011 Wellington Phoenix v Sydney FC Westpac Stadium 4:30pm 2:30pm Roar’s Besart Berisha continue 
Sun 27 Nov 2011 Melbourne Victory v Gold Coast United AAMI Park 5:00pm 5:00pm ieejaerrhecds 
A-LE AG U FE RO U iN D a Compiled by Steven Talevski 
The Adelaide United was able to score the opener before coming off 


with a slight injury in the 82nd minute. 


The Kiwi international played 
a pivotal role in shielding the Phoenix back four 
while also sneaking into the penalty area to score 
Wellington's equaliser against top of the table 
Brisbane Roar. 


The young winger 
makes his third appearance in Goal! Weekly’s 
team of the week after another impressive per- 
formance which was capped off with a goal in the 
Hearts first win of the season. 


Nick Carle makes the team 
of the week for the second week in a row as he 
continues to be a nightmare for opposition teams 
with a great assist for Mark Bridge's winner. 


The youngster had a man of 
the match performance against the Gold Coast 
where he was able to score the winning goal. 


The Albanian international 
opened the scoring at Suncorp Stadium and 
provided golden chances to team mates Thomas 
Broich and Kofi Danning who failed to put the ball 
into the back of the net. 


Perth Glory 0 
Sydney FC 1 
(Mark Bridge 45’) 

Brisbane Roar 1 


(Besart Berisha 11’) 
Wellington Phoenix 1 
(Tim Brown 37’) 


7 - Besart Berisha (Roar) 

3 - James Brown (Gold Coast) 
Shane Smeltz (Glory), 
Jeremy Brockie (Jets) , Nick 
Carle (SFC) , Henrique (Roar), 
Archie Thompson (Victory), 
Mate ebveeiae (Heart) 


s to flourish in front of goal and 
oring charts. 


Thank God It’s GW on a Friday... 


Also available at Heart & Victory & Jets home games 


MAMA ba La AA Wa Ada AL lb Ad ba La 


<@ 


Weekly 


Gold Coast United 1 
(Caravella 66’ (og) 
Adelaide United FC 2 
(Caravella 57’, Ramsay 68’) 
Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium 
Crowd: 6,368 

Referee: Chris Beath 


Adelaide United line-up: 1.Eugene 
Galekovic (gk), 3.Nigel Boogaard 
(5.Daniel Mullen 89’), 4.Jon McKain 
(c), 6.Cassio, 7.Zenon Caravella, 
9.Sergio Van Dijk (23.Andy Slory 36’), 
10.Dario Vidosic, 11.Bruce Djite (16. 
Spase Dilevski 78’), 14.Cameron 
Watson, 17.lain Ramsay, 21.Francisco 
Usucar 


Substitutes not used: 39.Nick Munro 
(gk) 

Yellow Cards: Cassio 5’, McKain 50’, 
Djite 56’ 

Red Cards: Nil 


Gold Coast United line-up: 1.Glen 
Moss (gk), 3.Michael Thwaite (c), 
5.Kristian Rees, 6.Paul Beekmans, 
8.Robson (16.Maceo Rigters 58’), 
12.Dylan Macallister (29.Mitch Bevan 
71’), 14.Ben Halloran, 15.Adama 
Traore, 18.James Brown, 22.Peter 
Jungschlager, 23.Dylan McGowan 
(4.Zac Anderson 87’) 


Substitutes not used: 20.Jerrad Tyson 
(gk) 

Yellow Cards: Halloran 17’, Traore 22’ 
Red Cards: Nil 


By Nat Adamopoulos 


Adelaide United finally gave their loyal 
fans something to cheer about with 
the much improved but hardfought 
2-1 defeat of Gold Coast United in the 
‘home away from home’ match on Re- 
membrance Day. 

The Reds experiment to take up the offer 
to host the game that was switched from 
the Queenslanders to play at Hindmarsh 
Stadium proved fruitful, despite attracting 
the club's lowest crowd on record a mere 
6,368. It was Adelaide’s lowest-ever at- 
tendance since the September Sunday 
afternoon in 2005 season when 7013 
turned up to watch the Reds and Central 
Coast Mariners play out a 1-all draw. 

With the Thomas Dale medal up for 
grabs awarded to the player who shows 
the most outstanding sportsmanship 
in light of Remembrance Day and the 
completion of the pre-game ceremony, 
the echoes of stirring Last Post still in the 
air, Hindmarsh fans were ready to wit- 
ness a battle between both sides hungry 
for points. It was the young guns Zenon 
Caravella and lain Ramsay that stood up 
and fought the battle to come out on top, 
both finding the net in the second half and 
giving some hope to the troubled side. 

What was promising was the long 
awaited and successful return to the 
side of Adelaide United’s defender Nigel 
Boogaard, recovering after battling a per- 
sistent ankle injury since arriving at Hind- 
marsh in early 2010. The courageous 
battler lasted almost the full 90 minutes in 
his debut match for the season, giving his 
all in an inspirational performance filled 
with dogged guts and determination, 
highlighting what the commemorative day 
was all about. The killer V’s featured for 
the Reds early in the match, Sergio Van 
Dijk and Dario Vidosic taking turns in the 
attack on the visiting Gold Coast side and 
keeping glove man Glen Moss working 
hard to prevent the duo from scoring. But 


it was an entertaining Ramsay that kept 
the crowd wanting more as he continued 
to put in for his side, showing the stylish 
skills he had. 

Gold Coast's youngster and Adelaide 
born Dylan McGowan on loan from Scot- 
tish outfit East Fife was brilliant, tagging 
the Reds playmakers with a very strong 
and fast defending style. A major setback 
for Rini Coolen came in the 36th minute 
when Van Dijk succumbed to a calf injury 
and was taken from the field, Andy Slory 
taking his place. By the end of the first 
half the sloppy defending of Gold Coast 
had ex Adelaide City defender Kristian 
Rees going ballistic, calling for a tighten- 
ing up as the visitors were leaving wide 
open spaces for the Reds to get into and 
Adelaide’s chances were gaining mo- 
mentum. 

But after the break the game opened up 
with the Gold Coast keeper on call for his 
side in the first ten minutes of the second 
stanza, truly earning his keep. First is was 
the pocket rocket Cassio hurling in a shot 
in the 48th minute that was just wide of 
the net, backing it up moments later with 
another that had Moss fingertipping it 
over the woodwork. In the 51st minute 
a corner for Adelaide had Boogaard ris- 
ing up but failing to get a header onto the 
incoming ball. 

Great work between Cassio and Ram- 
say was causing headaches for Moss, 
the play between the two Reds playmak- 
ers eventually beating the keeper in the 
58th minute with a ball that came across 
the face of goal, Vidosic sliding in but un- 
able to connect. As Moss forced the ball 
out it landed unwittingly to the slick and 
unmarked Caravella who fired it into the 
open goal for the Reds first. 

Five minutes later it was Ramsay in it 
again, having the opportunity to score the 
second for his side, but this time Moss 
came back to life, pulling off a good save 
to deny him the chance. Down the other 
end Reds lifesaver Eugene Galekovic 
was Called in for action, as Dylan McAllis- 


ter tried to find the back of the net, but un- 
successful in getting past the great man. 

Shortly after as good as Galekovic is, 
the equalizer came as a menacing James 
Brown fired, the shot deflecting off Cara- 
vella and into the net, putting the game at 
even levels once more. 

But a quick reply by the exciting display 
put on by Ramsay saw the Reds hit the 
lead once more in the 68th minute, the 
left footer finding his other foot slotting 
the shot into the far corner of the net past 
Moss. 

The Gold Coast battled on not laying 
down their arms, Ben Halloran unlucky 
not to score just minutes later as his shot 
forced the Reds keeper to glove it away, 
dangerously parrying it into the post in 
what was a very close call. With ten min- 
utes to go James Brown struck again, this 
time unluckily spraying his shot wide of 
the post. 

As the game drew to a close Galekovic 
yet again saved the day for the Reds, his 
double parry in the 86th minute allowing 
the Reds to keep their lead. As referee 
Chris Beath blew the whistle for the last 
time it was a very much relieved Coolen 
thanking his players for the win and ap- 
plauding the wonderful efforts of Ramsay 
as he was awarded the Thomas Dale 
medal for the match by Mr and Mrs Dale. 

“I'm very happy with the three points, 
that’s what we needed. | was espe- 
cially happy with the boys with how hard 
they've worked in the past weeks and | 
think it was a deserved win,” Head Coach 
Rini Coolen said of the performance. 

“Of course we prefer still to play better, 
but it's a step in the right direction, work- 
ing so hard as a team, getting the points 
that we needed and that’s what we need 
to build up our confidence.” 

The Reds will now prepare to head 
across to challenge the close knit unit of 
Wellington Phoenix at Auckland’s Eden 
Park next Saturday without key players 
including Van Dijk which will be yet an- 
other test for the Adelaide side. 


Adelaide United’s lan Ramsey evades Paul Beekmans to curl a wonderful effort past a despairing Glen Moss (out 


of picture), in the Gold Coast goal. Inset: And celebrates to boot! 


Friday 18th November 2011 


Photo: ADAM BUTLER 


www.goalweekly.com 


T) ; 
1 Saves 4 
6 Attempts ontarget 13 
9 Attempts off target 6 
52% Possession 48% 
8 Corners 8 
2 Offsides 1 
15 Fouls committed 16 


Zenon Caravella scores against his old club and shares 
the joy with Cameron Watson and Bruce Djite. 
Photo: ADAM BUTLER 


James Brown’s shot takes a wicked deflection and 
eludes Eugene Galekovic. Photo: ADAM BUTLER 


at BF) 
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Rememberence Day is observed prior to the match on 
November 11th. Photo: ADAM BUTLER 


Central Coast Mariners 0 
Melbourne Victory 0 

Venue: Bluetongue Stadium, Gosford 
Crowd: 10,521 

Referee: Strebre Delovski 


Central Coast Mariners: 1. Mathew 
Ryan (Gk), 2. Daniel Mcbreen, 3. 
Joshua Rose, 4. Pedj Bojic, 6. Patrick 
Zwaanswijk, 8. Rostyn Griffiths, 9. 
Bernie Ibini (22. Mustafa Amini 77’), 11. 
Oliver Bozanic, 14. Michael Mcglinchey, 
18. Alex Wilkinson (C), 19. Matt Simon 
(12. Troy Hearfield 70’). 


Subs Not Used: 20. Justin Pasfield (Gk), 


7. John Hutchinson, 
Yellow Cards: Bojic 13’, Griffiths 62° 
Red Cards: None 


Melbourne Victory: 20. Lawrence 
Thomas (Gk), 3. Fabio, 5. Leigh 
Broxham, 7. Matthew Kemp, 10. Archie 
Thompson, 11. Marco Rojas (4. Petar 
Franjic 88’), 12. Rodrigo Vargas, 14. 
Billy Celeski (17. James Jeggo 75’), 
15. Tomislav Pondeljak, 18. Daniel 
Allsopp (9. Jean Carlos Solorzano 82’), 
23. Adrian Leijer (C). 

Subs Not Used: 28. Zaim Zeneli (Gk). 
Yellow Cards: Thompson 45’, Kemp 53’ 
Red Cards: None 


By Ben O’Neill 


An unbeaten start at Bluetongue Sta- 
dium this campaign has continued for 
the Central Coast Mariners, despite the 
frustration of being unable to overcome 
a resolute Melbourne Victory side. 

Both teams had chances to break the 
deadlock in what was an end-to-end Week 
6 Hyundai A-League encounter, but ulti- 
mately shared the points in a nil-all draw. 

The early evening kick-off time clearly 
suited the Mariners as they began the 
match with plenty of energy and a desire to 
showcase their slick passing game. It was 
an up-tempo performance from the home 
side, particularly in the early exchanges in 
the middle third as they attempted to take 
the match to the visitors from Melbourne. 

It was only a matter of time before a warn- 
ing shot was fired, and in the 9th minute 
it came from the boot of Bernie Ibini. Full 
of confidence after netting goals in suc- 
cessive matches, the talented marksman 
showed that he possesses not only a 
clinical finish, but deft footwork as well as 
he stood up the experienced Billy Celeski 
before getting a shot away. 

At the other end of the park, some fa- 
miliar foes combined to create the visitor's 
first half-chance. Archie Thompson who 
has made a habit of netting goals at the 
Mariner’s fortress, combined with a former 
yellow and navy stalwart in Tom Pondeljak 
but the chance came to nothing as the at- 
tempted shot was pushed wide. 

The match was largely played in the mid- 
field for the much of the opening half, as 
both sides struggled to deliver possession 
to their strikers. Ultimately it was the men 
tasked with patrolling the middle third who 
created the game’s most dramatic moment 
in the 29th minute. 

Utilising his speed off the mark, and a 
classy show of skill Michael McGlinchey 
was able to create enough space for him- 
self to unleash a fierce drive towards Mel- 
bourne’s goal. It was a stinging shot that 
had custodian Lawrence Thomas well- 
beaten, but defender Rodrigo Vargas was 
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Victory keeper Lawrence Thomas does well to smother Matt Simon’s attempt at 
goal. Photo: JOHN DEWBERRY 


able to throw his body at the ball and clear 
it off the line. The ball travelled as far as 
Daniel McBreen who was lurking for just 
such an opportunity in his 100th competi- 
tive game in Australia. McBreen headed 
the ball back towards the goal where it 
collided with the crossbar and dropped 
straight down. 

Under enormous pressure referee 
Strebre Delovski elected not to award 
a goal, and praise must be given for his 
decisive stance. Replays were inconclu- 
sive, but there was enough evidence to 
suggest that the ball didn’t cross the line. 
It was one of those calls in football that 
could have gone either way, and the Mari- 


Victory’s Adrian Leijer stands his ground to contain the ever-present Matt 
Simon of the Mariners. Photo: JOHN DEWBERRY 


MELBOURNE 


ners can be credited for the way they took 
the decision on the chin and continued to 
play football. 

After both scoring in successive matches, 
and in identical score-lines, the partner- 
ship between Ibini and Matt Simon is de- 
veloping nicely. Ibini showed great poise to 
deliver a well-timed cross to Simon, which 
won a corner, and highlighting the culture 
that makes the club successful, Simon ac- 
knowledged his younger teammate. 

Melbourne's best chance of the match 
occurred in the shadows of half-time. 
Matthew Kemp managed to evade his 
marker, and was in the process of round- 
ing Mathew Ryan but was thwarted by an 


outstanding challenge from Alex Wilkinson 
that ensured that honours would be even 
at the break. 

The Mariners began the second half 
with the same purpose as the first. Oliver 
Bozanic was the first to try his luck with 
a sizzling drive from distance that was 
well saved by Thomas, who gave a good 
account of himself in his first Hyundai A- 
League start to deny the Mariners on sev- 
eral occasions. 

Patrick Zwaanswijk turned out another 
composed performance in defence, but 
it was his contribution further up the park 
that almost led to the opening goal for the 
hosts. The Dutch defender dispossessed 


Attempts on target 
Attempts off target 


Possession 53% 


Corners 5 
Offsides 6 
Fouls committed 10 


Victory, and quickly fed the ball to Rose 
who's resulting cross-cum-shot almost 
sneaked in at the far post in the 56th 
minute. 

The Mariners continued to push forward 
in the closing minutes in a desperate 
search for that elusive goal. McBreen and 
Pedj Bojic were unable to get their head- 
ers on target, while Troy Hearfield went 
desperately close shortly before fulltime. 

The Mariners can take heart from the 
fact they controlled the match for sus- 
tained periods, and despite the result can 
look forward to taking on Sydney FC next 
Saturday night. 

After the game Mariners Head Coach 
Graham Arnold said he was pleased 
with the effort of his players, however 
bemoaned their inability to take full ad- 
vantages of the numerous chances they 
crafted in the final third. 

“| felt that any other night it could have 
been a much better scoreline for us,” Ar- 
nold said. 

“For us to be successful we have to be 
more ruthless in front of goal, and that is 
what | just said to the boys”. 

“We had enough chances to win five 
games.” 

Arnold praised his side for restricting a 
talented Melbourne Victory outfit to only a 
few half-chances throughout the game. 

“| thought overall that it was a good 
performance. Defensively we restricted 
them to basically nothing. Football wise, 
| thought we moved the ball around real 
well.” 


Victory’s Matthew Kemp and Joshua Rose go toe-to-toe on this occassion. 


Photo: JOHN DEWBERRY 
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Melbourne Heart 


HEART 


™ 3 


Newcastle Jets 


Match Details 


Melbourne Heart 3 

(Fred 66’, Mate Dugandzic 73’, Aziz 
Behich 85’) 

Newcastle Jets 0 

Saturday, 12 November 2011 
Venue: AAMI Park 

Attendance: 5,914 

Referee: Kurt Ams 


Melbourne Heart: 1.Clint Bolton, 
2.Michael Marrone, 3.Brendan Hamill, 
5.Fred (13.Jonatan Germano 83’), 6.Matt 
Thompson, 9.Maycon (19.Eli Babalj, 55’), 
10.Wayne Srhoj, 11.Alex Terra (25.Adrian 
Madaschi, 72’), 16.Aziz Behich, 17.Jason 
Hoffman, 23. Mate Dugandzic 


Unused substitutes: 30. Sebastian Mattei 
Yellow cards: Eli Babalj 76’, Aziz Behich 
86’ 

Red cards: Nil 


Newcastle Jets:1. Ben Kennedy, 2. Tay- 
lor Regan (5. Tiago Calvano 68’), 4. Niko- 
lai Topor-Stanley, 7. Kasey Wehrman (6. 
Ben Kantarovski 81’), 8. Jeremy Brockie, 
11. Tarek Elrich, 12. Jobe Wheelhouse , 
13. Sung-Hwan Byun, 22. Ali Abbas, 23. 
Ryan Griffiths, 24. Francis Jeffers (14. 
Labinot Haliti 64’). 


Unused substitutes: 30. Jack Duncan 
Yellow cards: Kasey Wehrman 51’, 
Nikola topor-Stanley 77’ 

Red cards: Nil 
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By Daniel Quinn 


Melbourne Heat has defeated New- 
castle Jets at AAMI Park on Saturday 
evening 3-0 thanks to goals from 
Fred, Mate Dugandzic and Aziz Be- 
hich. 

Melbourne Heart made two changes 
with Maycon, Fred and Jason Hoffman 
coming into the starting line-up for Jo- 
natan Germano, David Williams and 
Simon Colosimo. New signing Adrian 
Madaschi also comes onto the bench. 
Newcastle Jets made one change with 
Ali Abbas replacing Ruben Zadkovich 
who has suffered a hamstring injury. 

The hosts had the first chance through 
Aziz Behich on 2 minutes but his shot 
just went wide. Newcastle went straight 
up the other end two minutes later with 
Francis Jeffers whose weak left footed 
shot was easily saved by Clint Bolton. 

On 8 minutes Hoffman had his first 
chance when Topor-Stanley’s poor pass 
found Hoffman on the edge of the box 
but his shot was saved by Jets ‘keeper 
Ben Kennedy. Four minutes later Hoff- 
man had another opportunity to open 
the scoring but his left footed shot again 
from the edge of the box went wide. 
The rest of the first-half was a tad dull 
air where either side could break 
down the opposition defence or put in a 
good final ball. Heart however did have 
the last chances on 31 minutes and 40 
minutes through Alex Terra and Jason 
Hoffman but their shots were easily 
saved by Jets custodian Ben Kennedy. 
it was Hoffman again on 52 minutes 
who had the first chance of the second 
stanza but yet again Kennedy was in 
the way. Three minutes later John van’t 
Schip made the vital substitution when 
he replaced Maycon with Eli Babalj who 
would be an important factor later in 
the half. Mate Dugandzic was next up 
to test Jets ‘keeper Kennedy with a bril- 
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How good it is! Players mob captain Fred after the Brazilian opened the scoring and set Heart on the 


way to their first win of the season. Photo: DANIEL FLIS 


47% 


Saves 
Attempts on target 
Attempts off target 
Possession 53% 
Corners 3 
Offsides 0 
Fouls committed 11 


liant curling effort but Kennedy made a 
fantastic save to keep it at nil-all. 

On 66 minutes Captain Fred open the 
scoring after a great move and some 
good hold up play by Babalj before 
side-footing it into the top of net. 

Seven minutes later Mater Dugandzic 
doubled the lead after Tarek Elrich’s 
horrible back-pass. Dugandzic was 
lurking around the opposition box be- 
fore Elrich’s attempt to pass back to 
Ben Kennedy was intercepted by Du- 


Jets keeper Ben Kennedy can only grasp at thin air as Aziz Behic’s effort finds 
the top corner. Photo: DANIEL FLIS 
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Aziz Behic celebrates his goal by taking off on a steeple chase. 
Photo: DANIEL FLIS 


gandzic and finished easily. 

On 85 minutes the game was put be- 
yond the visitors when Aziz Behich beat 
Ben Kantarovski before cutting onto his 
right foot and curling a wonderful finish 
into the top right corner. 3-0 it finished 
at AAMI Park. 

Melbourne Heart coach John van't 
Schip was relieved after winning their 
first game of the season. “I am very re- 
lieved like the boys are and | would also 
like to say thanks to the fans because 


| think the fans stick behind us all this 
time, having been frustrated at times 
and it was a good win for everybody.” 
Newcastle Jets coach voiced his 
opinion on the game. “In the beginning 
Heart took the descendancy then half 
way through the first-half | thought we 
came back into the match and we start- 
ed to control the game for periods of 
time and coming into half-time | thought 
we were well and truly in the game. 
Then we came out and | thought it was 
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fairly even then we made a couple of 
subs then it started to go a little different 
way so we chased the game at the end, 
we gifted them one which made it 2-0 
which always makes it difficult to come 
back from. So now we re-group and get 
ready for next week. ” 

Melbourne Heart next travel to Gold 
Coast on Friday night while Newcastle 
face front runners Brisbane Roar at 
Ausgrid Stadium. 


Fred executes from close range in a crowded penalty area. 


Photo: DANIEL FLIS 
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Ben Kennedy comes off his line to punch clear the danger. 


Photo: DANIEL FLIS 
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Perth Glory 0 

Sydney FC 1 (Mark Bridge 44) 
nib Stadium 

Crowd: 9046 

Referee: Gerard Parsons 


Perth Glory: 1. Danny Vukovic, 2. 
Josh Mitchell, 3. Bas van den Brink, 

4. Billy Mehmet, 6. Chris Coyne, 7. 
Jacob Burns, 8. Adam Hughes, 9. 
Shane Smeltz, 10. Liam Miller, 19. Josh 
Risdon (13. Travis Dodd '55 (17. Todd 
Howarth ‘85), 27 Andrezinho(21. Mile 
Sterjovski ‘55). 


Sub not used: 30. Lewis Italiano (gk) 
Yellow cards: Nil 
Red cards: Nil 


Sydney FC: 1. Liam Reddy, 3. Jamie 
Coyne, 4. Pascal Bosschaart, 5. 
Michael Beauchamp, 8. Karol Kisel (12. 
Shannon Cole ‘77), 10 Nick Carle, 15. 
Terry McFlynn (c), 17. Terry Antonis (9 
Bruno Cazarine ‘67), 19. Mark Bridge, 
21. Scott Jamieson, 23. Rhyan Grant 
(2. Sebastian Ryall ‘82). 

Sub not used: 20. Ivan Necevski. 
Yellow cards: Scott Jamieson 77. 

Red cards: Nil 
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sky Blues move into TT 


By Jacob Kagi 


Sydney FC had to overcome Perth 
Glory’s second half onslaught to 
win last Saturday night’s match 1-0 
and move into second spot on the 
A-League ladder. 

Mark Bridge’s goal in first half stop- 
page time put the Sky Blues ahead 
after a tight opening period and they 
held on in a thrilling finish in front of 
9046 fans at nib Stadium. 

Perth enjoyed a dominant spell in 
the final 35 minutes after bringing on 
Travis Dodd and Mile Sterjovski, the 
marquee player making his first ap- 
pearance of the season, but hit the 
crossbar and were denied several 
times by a fine goalkeeping display 
from Liam Reddy. 

Sydney defensive duo Michael Beau- 
champ and Pascal Bosschaart also 
played vital roles in their side’s third 
win from four games, holding off the 

Glory’s period of dominance despite 
their teammate’s inability to maintain 
the ball in the second half. 

Perth remained in third place despite 
their third-consecutive loss, but they 
will slump down the ladder unless they 
can end their poor run of form in back- 
to-back difficult road games against 
Melbourne Victory and Brisbane Roar. 

And to make matters worse for lan 
Ferguson's side, Dodd limped off in 
the final minutes of the game with an 
apparent hamstring injury. 

Ferguson made two changes to the 
side which lost 2-0 to Newcastle the 
previous week, with Todd Howarth and 
Dodd dropped to the bench and Josh 
Mitchell and Andrezinho promoted to 
the starting 11. 

Sydney resisted the temptation to 


How the west was won: Sydney FC players enjoy the spoils of Mark Bridge’s winner just betpte the half- 
time break. Photo: EDUARDO MORGAN 


bring Bruno Cazarine back into their 
starting line-up, with Terry Antonis and 
Rhyan Grant replacing Brett Emerton, 
who was absent due to Socceroos 
duty, and Hirofumi Moriyasu. 
Vitezslav Lavitka’s team sat back early 
in the game, with the Glory enjoying 
most of the possession, but it took the 
hosts until the 35th minute to create a 
good chance. 

Billy Mehmet did well to set up Liam 
Miller on the edge of the area before 
he tried to work his way past a couple 
of defenders and shot weakly from an 
excellent position, allowing Reddy to 
make a routine save. 


Perth Glory’s Mile Sterjovski makes a stretch to keep the ball away from an 
oncoming Scott Jamieson of Sydney FC. Photo: EDUARDO MORGAN 
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The Blues became more involved in 

the game as the half went on and took 
advantage when Miller lost possession 
in a dangerous position. When Bridge 
won the ball he delivered a fantastic 
long ball to Nick Carle, who then fired 
a great cross which allowed the striker 
to tap in from close range. 
Perth needed to change the game af- 
ter half-time and Ferguson brought on 
Dodd and Sterjovski -changing from 
their usual 4-4-2 formation to a more 
attacking 3-5-2 - which dramatically 
altered the flow of the match. 

Dodd played on the left flank and 
exposed Sydney right-back Jamie 


Coyne, who was booed by the fans 
of his old team, on several occasions 
while Sterjovski played in several dan- 
gerous crosses from the other wing. 
In a 10 minute period, Chris Coyne 
had a close-range header go narrowly 
over, Bas van den Brink had his effort 
brilliantly saved and Dodd and Shane 
Smeltz both fired wide from good po- 
sitions. 
Miller then had a fierce shot saved in 
the 71st minute, but the closest Perth 
came was when Adam Hughes un- 
leashed a cannon from 25 yards out, 
only for it to smash into the crossbar 
with Reddy beaten. 


; 


Glory ‘keeper Danny Vukovic then 
came up for a corner in injury time, but 
his header was tipped over by Reddy 
and Sydney held on. 


Attempts on target 
9 Attempts off target 
53% Possession 47% 
9 Corners 1 
0 Offsides 0 
15 Fouls committed 21 


The in-form Nick Carle closes down Glory’s Josh Mitchell. 


Photo: EDUARDO MORGAN 
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Match Details 


Brisbane Roar 1 (Besart Berisha 11’) 
Wellington Phoenix 1(Tim Brown 36’) 
Sunday, 13 November 2011 

Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane 

Referee: Jarred Gillett 

Crowd: 16, 428 


Brisbane Roar: 1. Michael Theoklitos 
(Gk), 2. Matt Smith (C), 3. Shane 
Stefanutto, 4. Matt Jurman, 5. lvan 
Franjic, 6. Erik Paartalu, 7. Besart 
Berisha, 8. Massimo Murdocca (18. 
Luke Brattan 66’), 10. Henrique (9. 
Kofi Danning 60’), 11. Issey Nakajima- 
Farran, 22. Thomas Broich 


Substitutes Not Used: , 16. Mohamed 
Adnan, 30. Matthew Acton 

Yellow CarDs: Ivan Franjic 63’ 

Red Cards: Nil 


Wellington Phoenix: 2. Em- 

manuel Muscat, 3. Tony Lochhead, 

6. Tim Brown, 7. Leo Bertos, 9. Chris 
Greenacre, 11. Daniel Cortes (13. 
Nikolas Tsattalios), 12. Nicholas Ward, 
18. Ben Sigmund, 20. Anthony Warner 
(Gk), 22. Andrew Durante (C), 24. 
Alexander Smith 


Substitutes Not Used: 1. Mark Paston 
(Gk), 4. Brent Griffiths, 21. Daniel 
Sanchez 

Yellow Cards: Nicholas Ward 20’, Em- 
manuel Muscat 26’, Alex Smith 54’ 
Red Cards: Nil 


By Jarrod Ellis 


Brisbane Roar’s record unbeaten run 
continued on Sunday when they were 
held to a 1-1 draw by Wellington Phoenix 
at Suncorp Stadium. 

Brisbane dominated possession and chanc- 
es but a lack of cutting edge saw the home 
side fail to collect the full three points as Wel- 
lington rebuffed the Roar’s advances with a 
disciplined, defensive gameplan. 

The Phoenix entered the match having 
lost their previous three matches and miss- 
ing several key players due to injury. The 
visitors’ injury problems then worsened mere 
moments before kick-off when Danny San- 
chez was forced out of the starting line-up 
with a hip flexor injury the he suffered in the 
warm-up. 

After a disappointing result against Mel- 
bourne Victory the previous week Brisbane 
had been vocal in declaring their intent to 
not suffer a similar disappointment this time 
around. That determination was on show 
early on as Henrique tested Phoenix keeper 
Tony Warner in only the third minute after ex- 
changing passes with Thomas Broich on the 
left of the Phoenix penalty area. 

Brisbane was given an early scare of their 
own when Manny Muscat almost broke 
through the defence but an alert Michael 
Theoklitos was able to react in time and clear 
the ball before Muscat was able to take pos- 
session. 

Besart Berisha then gave Brisbane the lead 
in the 12th minute, taking advantage of some 
lax marking to head home from a Thomas 
Broich free-kick after the German had re- 
ceived a questionable free-kick on the edge 
of the area. 

Berisha was denied a second only two min- 
utes later after the linesman flagged the strik- 
er for offside before he finished a well placed 
through ball from Matthew Jurman. 

Wellington had been on the back foot since 
the start of the match but were beginning to 
work their way into the game as time wore on. 
Theoklitos was called into action in the 27th 
minute, forced to collect a dangerous cross 
from Daniel after Franjic failed to collect or 
put the ball out deep in Brisbane’s half. 

Brisbane were then incredibly unlucky not to 
have recorded a second in the 31st minute, 
Nakajima-Farran hitting the woodwork after 
Warner saved well from a Henrique shot in- 
side the box that was setup by a magnificent 
surging run by Thomas Broich. 


whitewash was on hand. 
Photo: ADRIAN GAGLIONE 


10 Attempts on target 
7 Attempts off target 
60% Possession 

4 Corners 

4 Offsides 

13 Fouls committed 


Albanian international Besart Berisha proves his worth in front of goal once again and heads Clinically 
to open the scoring for the Roar. Photo: ADRIAN GAGLIONE 


The Canadian was clearly in a mood to get 
his name on the scoresheet, testing Warner 
again from the edge of the area only two 
minutes later. 
Wellington though were the next to score, 
converting what was to be their only shot of 
the first half. Leo Bertos was the architect, 
sending a sweeping pass from the left of the 
pitch to the right of the Brisbane area, finding 
an unmarked Ward who pulled the ball back 
to a waiting Tim Brown on the penalty area 
and from there he made no mistakes, coolly 
slotting the ball into the Brisbane net. 

Brisbane were spurred into action and domi- 
nated possession for the remainder of the 
half. It was a performance reminiscent of the 


The Roar bombarded the Phoenix goals all day and were unlucky not have scored 
again. Manny Muscat blocks another goalbound attempt. Photo: ADRIAN GAGLIONE 


previous week's match against Melbourne 
Victory as Brisbane huffed and puffed but 
were unable to find a way through a packed 
Wellington defence. 

Brisbane were at it again straight after the 
restart, forcing two saves from Warner and 
winning a corner within the first two minutes 
of the whistle. 

Wellington had their own chance in the 50th 
minute, Daniel just failing to connect with a 
cross with the Brisbane goal barely three 
metres away. 

Brisbane should have taken the lead in the 
67th minute only for Broich to have his shot 
blocked after an overlapping Ivan Franjic cut 
the ball back to the German in the Phoenix 


penalty area. 

The Roar were pressing for the go ahead 
goal and Luke Brattan saw a powerful 
shot from outside the box pushed away by 
Warner, the veteran keeper having a good 
afternoon. 

Kofi Danning was the next Brisbane player 
to fail to convert a chance; the substitute slid 
onto a low cross from Berisha but pushed his 
shot wide of goal. 

Nakajima-Farran then displayed similar 
finishing skills in the 83rd minute, blasting 
a shot into the crowd from eight yards out 
when it seemed easier to score. 

Brisbane continued to push forward but 
the Kiwis stubbornly refused to concede 


a second and when the whistle sounded it 
signalled a second successive draw for the 
reigning A-League champions. 

After the match Brisbane’s manager Ange 
Postecoglou stated his side were unlucky on 
the day and put in a performance that was 
deserving of a better result. 

“There were times tonight when we played 
our best football of the year and we created 
opportunities, we just didn’t take them, he 
said. 

“We created a couple of very good opportuni- 
ties and the boys tried hard enough, we stuck 
to our structures and we were disciplined but 
we just didn’t get our reward tonight’. 


However, the Phoenix 
had other ideas and 
pulled back onto 
level terms through 
Tim Brown. Photo: 
ADRIAN GAGLIONE 


Eat my shorts, man: American Alex Smith can’t resist a cheeky tug to try keep the 


flying Thomas Broich in check. Photo: ADRIAN GAGLIONE 


Gold Coast Line Up 


1.Glen Moss [gk] 
2.Josh Brillante 
3.Michael Thwaite (c) 
4.Zac Anderson 
5.Kristian Rees 
6.Paul Beekmans 
7.Golgol Mebrahtu 
8.Robson 

10.Tahj Minniecon 
12.Dylan Macallister 
14.Ben Halloran 
15.Adama Traore 
16.Maceo Rigters 
20.Jerrad Tyson [gk] 
21.Daniel Severino 
22.Peter Jungschlager 
29.Mitch Bevan. 
*two to be omitted* 


In: 2.Josh Brillante (promoted), 
7.Golgol Mebrahtu (promoted), 
10.Tahj Minniecon (promoted), 
21.Daniel Severino (promoted). 


Out: 18.James Brown, 23.Dylan 
McGowan (both Olyroos duty). 


Unavailable: 9.Joel Porter (calf - 
4 weeks), 13.Ante Rozic (knee - 3 
weeks), 19.Chris Broadfoot (ankle 
injury - 6 weeks). 
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Phoenix Line Up 


1. Mark Paston (GK) 
2. Manny Muscat 

3. Tony Lochhead 

4. Brent Griffiths 

6. Tim Brown 

7. Leo Bertos 

8. Paul Ifill 

9. Chris Greenacre 
11. Daniel 

12. Nicky Ward 

13. Niko Tsattalios 
15. Cameron Lindsay 
17. Vince Lia 

18. Ben Sigmund 

20, Tony Warner (GK) 
22. Andrew Durante (C) 
24, Alex Smith 

*two to be omitted* 


In: Paul Ifill (returns from 
injury), Vince Lia (returns from 
injury) 

Out: Dani Sanchez (groin 
injury) 

Unavailable: Lucas Pantelis 
(knee injury - indefinite), Mirjan 
Pavlovic (broken arm - 2-3 
weeks), Jimmy Downey (knee 
injury - 4 to 6 weeks), Dani 
Sanchez (groin injury -- 2 to 4 


By John Clark 


Two of the leagues most prom- 
ising young sides meet on Fri- 
day night in what should be an 
enthralling clash. Unfortunately 
for both sides their abundance 
of youngsters is a disadvantage 
this weekend with numerous 
players from both sides called 
up for Olyroos duty. 

For the Heart Mate Dugandzic, 
Jason Hoffman and Aziz Behich will 
miss, while Miron Bleiberg’s men 
will be without James Brown and 
Dylan McGowan. Dugandzic and 
Behich were crucial to Melbourne's 
first win of the season last week, 
with the nippy striker pre-empting 
a Tarek Elrich back pass before 
cooling slotting it past Ben Ken- 
nedy before Behich put in an early 
contender for goal of the season 
turning Ben Kantarovski inside out 
and spectacularly curling it around 
Kennedy and into the top corner. It 
was a much deserved three points 
for the Heart, who have toiled hard 
for the last month and have been 
truly unlucky in a number of their 
matches. 

The Gold Coast came up short 
again last Friday night despite dom- 
inating large periods of the match. 
It's becoming a worrying trend for 
Miron Bleiberg who once again saw 


By Joe Gallagher 


Both teams will be flying into unfa- 
miliar territory on Saturday when 
professional football finally returns 
to New Zealand’s largest city as Wel- 
lington Phoenix take on Adelaide 
United at Auckland’s Eden Park. 

Phoenix’s home away from home will 
provide a picturesque backdrop for what 
promises to be a closely fought match. 
As it stands, both sides sit precariously 
near the cellar of the A-League ladder, 
desperate for a win to keep in touch with 
the top six. 

However, the two teams will arrive high 
on confidence. Adelaide disposed of a 
stubborn Gold Coast United 2-1 on Fri- 
day and Wellington held Brisbane Roar 
to a well-earned 1-1 draw in Queensland 
two days later to end a three match los- 
ing run. 

For Adelaide, trips across the Tasman 

haven't traditionally served them well. 
You have to go back to November 2007 
for the last time United beat Phoenix in 
New Zealand. However, Auckland will 
be a welcome change for the Reds, who 
have travelled to Christchurch instead in 
recent seasons. 
But a vocal Auckland crowd — starved 
of football for half a decade — will have 
their fears of their own of the side from 
South Australia. They were, after all, 
the side that handed Wellington a 6-1 
thrashing just two years ago, and will 
trigger painful memories of February 
this year, crashing out of the competi- 
tion after losing 1-0 in Adelaide. 

Wellington’s woes this term have come 


Heartitol 
strike 


his side hold ascendency for much 
of the match only for poor finish- 
ing and some brilliant goalkeeping 
meant his side left Hindmarsh Sta- 
dium empty handed. Once again 
future Socceroo James Brown was 
the star for the Gold Coast and his 
presence in midfield will be sorely 
missed this weekend. 

The Heart are yet to register a vic- 
tory against Gold Coast, with their 
two meetings at AAMI Park ending 
in draws and Gold Coast taking all 
three points met at Skilled Park 
last season. It must be said how- 
ever that numerous players from 


= 


both sides moved on at the end of 
the last season. 

Gold Coast defender Kristian 
Rees this week came out in the 
media stating that he ‘is sick of 
losing’ and ‘it’s not the Gold Coast 
United way’. They are a team who 
has demanded success from the 
start and Miron Bleiberg must be 
feeling a little uneasy about how 
things are panning out this season 
with the side playing some really 
attractive football, but not putting 
the points on the board. It’s a di- 
lemma that Heart manager John 
Van't Schip must sympathize with, 


Head-to-Head: Played 3: Wins: 
Gold Coast 1, Heart 0, Draws: 2 


ry Nac OVE 


having had his own troubles get- 
ting the balance between attrac- 
tive football and winning matches 
right. 

It's very hard to pick a winner 
here, but just as it was a must win 
match for the Heart this weekend 
this is a must win for the Gold 
Coast. James Brown will be a big 
loss for the home team, but the 
loss of Dugandzic and Behich will 
be harder to cover for the Heart. 


Sat 19 Nov Eden Park, Auckland 3pm 


Head-to-Head: Played 13: 
Wellington 3, Adelaide 
United 6, Draws: 4 


Points to\score in the Garden o/Eden 


from their impotence in front of goal, hav- 
ing scored only six goals so far. But they 
will take confidence from the fact that 
no side has conceded more goals than 
Adelaide — a statistic in no small way 
helped by the 7-1 thrashing dealt out to 
United by Brisbane a fortnight ago. 
Another of Wellington's ongoing con- 
cerns this season has been their inju- 
ries, suspensions and lack of squad 
depth. And as another week has passed 
without an additional signature to the 
roster, Phoenix coach Ricki Herbert will 
be sweating on the fitness of Spaniard 
Dani Sanchez, in light of the (only slight) 
possibility of a return to action for Vince 


Lia and star attacker Paul Ifill from inju- 
ries of their own. 

But Adelaide have a similarly thread- 
bare squad to that of the Phoenix. They 
will certainly be without a key striker after 
Sergio van Dijk was ruled out midweek 
and coach Rini Coolen will be sweating 
on the fitness of four key players — most 
notably defender Cassio. But with Dario 
Vidosic leading the line, United will be a 
threat going forward that Phoenix keep- 
er Tony Warner will desperately want to 
keep at bay. Defender Jon McKain re- 
turns to New Zealand for the first time, 
to play against the club he called home 
just two years ago. 


These are two sides who are rebuild- 
ing after early season setbacks. For 
the Phoenix, the perfect tonic for three 
straight losses (two at home) was their 
gutsy draw in Brisbane. For Adelaide, a 
win against Gold Coast saw them — par- 
tially - remove the pain of their humilia- 
tion at the hands of the Roar. 

A win for either on Saturday will see 
them move further away from the doom 
and gloom of both the bottom of the ta- 
ble, and their own respective stuttering 
starts to the campaigns. 
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1. Ben Kennedy (gk) 

2. Taylor Regan 

4. Nikolai Topor-Stanley 
5. Tiago Calvano 

6. Ben Kantarovski 

7. Kasey Wehrman 

8. Jeremy Brockie 

10. Ruben Zadkovich 
11. Tarek Elrich 

12. Jobe Wheelhouse (c) 
13. Sung-Hwan Byun 
14. Labinot Haliti 

17. James Virgili 

22. Ali Abbas 

23. Ryan Griffiths 

30. Jack Duncan (gk) 
*three to be omitted* 


In: 17. James Virgili, 22. Ali 
Abbas, 30. Jack Duncan (gk) 
(promoted) 


Out: 19. Matthew Nash (gk) 
(omitted) 


Unavailable: 18. Marko Jesic 
(international duty) 


By Shaun Dyas 


The Newcastle Jets face the Bris- 
bane Roar this Saturday afternoon 
in a pivotal round seven A-league 
encounter, for more reasons than 
one. 

Brisbane stands on the cusp of equal- 
ling an Australian sporting record that 
has stood for over 70 years. Not since 
the Eastern Suburbs Rugby League 
side of the 1930's have a profes- 
sional Australian sporting side gone 35 
matches without defeat. 

The one side that the Roar has not 
beaten in their 34 match unbeaten run 
are the Jets and the home side will be 
looking to continue that run against 
Ange Postecoglou’s side. 

Newcastle comes into this encounter 
off a poor last start performance when 
they were soundly beaten 3-0 by the 
Melbourne Heart at AAMI Park last 
Saturday. 

This continues the Jets inconsistent 
start to the season in which they have 
won all three home games, only to lose 
all matches on the road. 

Results have also started to dry up 
for the Roar after their devastating 
7-1 victory over Adelaide three games 
ago. Since that night, the Roar has 
dominated matches against nine-man 
Melbourne Victory and The Wellington 
Phoenix but have been missed their 
chances in front of goal. 

One plus for the Jets will be the likely 
return of midfielder Ruben Zadkovich, 
who brings the spark and energy that 
the home side so desperately missed 


| Radio broadcaster: 
| 1233 ABC New- 
castle 


against the Heart last week. He will 
be given the task of trying to curtail 
the output of Brisbane midfielder Erik 
Paartalu. 

Paartalu has been in sensational form 
this season and is the starting point 
for many of the Roar’s forward forays. 
Many considered him unlucky not to 
make the last Socceroos squad. 

His play in building attacks has given 
players such as Mitch Nichols and 
Thomas Broich ample opportunities to 
unleash their creative flair on the op- 
position. 

One area in which the home side 
could hurt the Roar is down the flanks. 


Jets stand in 


sof the way of 


~ 


Brisbane's fullbacks Ivan Franjic and 
Shane Steffanuto are given free reign 
by Postecoglou to support Brisbane’s 
attacks. 

This leaves space behind them that 

could be utilised and Newcastle has 
numerous players capable of this. 
The in-form Jeremy Brockie and Ryan 
Griffiths spring to mind. Both players 
love appearing at Ausgrid Stadium, 
Griffiths scoring an opening day brace 
and Brockie having scored 3 goals 
there this season. 

The service and passing of Kasey 
Wehrman will be crucial in giving these 
players the service they desire. Much is 


"record 


seeking Roar 


Head to Head: 
Played 19: Brisbane 6, 
Newcastle 7, Draws 6. 


made of the hardness and physicality 
of the midfielder, but it is often forgotten 
that he has one of the better passing 
ranges of any player in the competi- 
tion. 

Gary Van Egmond told Fox Sports FC 
that the Jets will not be ‘parking the bus’ 
against the Roar. If this is the case then 
we are in for an absolute treat. My tip 
is the Roar will equal history by going 
35 games without defeat, but due to 
Newcastle’s formidable record at Aus- 
grid this season they will have to settle 
for a draw. 


1. Michael Theoklitos (GK) 
2. Matt Smith (Capt.) 

3. Shane Stefanutto 

5, van Franjic 

6. Erik Paaratlu 

7. Besart Berisha 

8. Massimo Murdocca 

10. Henrique 

11. Issey Nakajima-Farran 
14. Rocky Visconte 

16. Mohamed Adnan 

18. Luke Brattan 

19. Jack Hingert 

21. James Meyer 

22. Thomas Broich 

30. Matt Acton (GK) 

*one to be omitted* 


In: James Meyer (promoted), 
Jack Hingert (promoted), Rocky 
Visconte (promoted) 


Out: 4. Matt Jurman (interna- 
tional duty), 9. Kofi Danning 
(international duty) 


Unavailable: 17. Mitch Nichols 
(International duty), 12. Matt 
Mundy (suspended - 1 week), 
20 Andrew Redmayne (abdomi- 
nal injury - 3 weeks) 


Sat 19 Nov SFS 7:45pm 


FC 


Sydney FC Line Up 


1. Liam Reddy 

3. Jamie Coyne 

4. Pascal Bosschaart 
5. Michael Beauchamp 
6. Hirofumi Moriyasu 
7. Brett Emerton 

8. Karol Kisel 

9. Bruno Cazarine 
10. Nick Carle 

12. Shannon Cole 
15. Terry McFlynn (c) 
17. Terry Antonis 

18. Juho Makela 

19. Mark Bridge 

20. Ivan Necevski 

21. Scott Jamieson 
*one to be omitted* 


In: Brett Emerton (returns 
from international duty), 
Hirofumi Moriyasu (promoted), 
Juho Makela (returns from 


injury) 


Out: Sebastian Ryall (U23 
duty), Rhyan Grant (U23 duty), 
Dimi Petratos (U23 duty) 


Unavailable: Nil 


By Mike Salter 


Two of the competition’s in- 
form teams do battle at the 
Sydney Football Stadium on 
Saturday evening, with Syd- 
ney FC looking to make it four 
wins out of the last five against 
the Central Coast Mariners, 
who were disappointed with 
their goalless draw against 
Melbourne Victory last week- 
end. 

The Sky Blues will be full of 
confidence going into the match. 
A tough away trip to Perth last 
weekend was negotiated su- 
perbly, thanks in no small part to 
the goalkeeping heroics of Liam 
Reddy. Mark Bridge, Sydney's 
goalscorer against the Glory, is 
slowly running into form follow- 
ing his early-season suspension; 
young Terry Antonis, meanwhile, 
continues to win plaudits from 
all quarters. Nick Carle, too, has 
been excelling in recent weeks. 

It will be Michael Beauchamp’s 
first encounter with the club that 
provided the launching-pad for 
his mercurial European sojourn. 
Mariners fans will not have for- 
gotten his splendid sign-off per- 


Radio broadcaster: 
Coast FM 96.3 Gosford 


formance in the 2005/06 grand 
final against Sydney, and al- 
though Beauchamp is yet to find 
his best form this season, Gra- 
ham Arnold will be well aware 
that the Sydney backline will be a 
tough nut to crack. Beauchamp’s 
colleague at centre-back, Pascal 
Bosschaart, has been in com- 
manding form and Reddy has 
been close to faultless between 
the sticks recently. 

The Mariners will be looking to 
their wide men to provide much 


of the penetration against the 
2009/10 champions. Vitezslav 
Lavicka’s charges have expe- 
rienced trouble with the likes of 
Michael McGlinchey and Oliver 
Bozanic in the past, and if the 
Sky Blues have a distinct weak- 
ness this term itis in the wide de- 
fensive areas. Young striker Ber- 
nie Ibini-lsei has complemented 
the physical threat of Matt Simon 
quite well of late, and is a poten- 
tial game-breaker for Arnold. 

Sydney v. Central Coast match- 


es are always lively affairs, even 
if they don’t often reach the 
dramatic highs of the legendary 
nine-goal thriller at Bluetongue 
Stadium in late 2007. With both 
sides comfortably placed in the 
top five only three points apart, 
and with Sydney now only three 
points behind leaders Brisbane, 
neither side will be short of in- 
centive on Saturday evening. 


CENTRAL COasT 


2. Daniel Mcbreen 

3. Joshua Rose 

4. Pedj Bojic 

5. Brad Porter 

6. Patrick Zwaanswijk 
7. John Hutchinson 

8. Rostyn Griffiths 

9. Bernie Ibini 

10. Adriano Pellegrino 
12. Troy Hearfield 

14. Michael Mcglinchey 
16. Trent Sainsbury 

18. Alex Wilkinson 

19. Matt Simon 

20. Justin Pasfield (Gk) 
21. Sam Gallagher 

22. Mustafa Amini 
“three to be omitted* *goalkeeper to 
be included* 


In: 5. Brad Porter (Promoted), 10. 
Adriano Pellegrino (Promoted),16. 
Trent Sainsbury (Promoted), 21. Sam 
Gallagher (Promoted) 

Out: 1. Mathew Ryan, 11. Oliver 
Bozanic (Qantas Australian Under 
23 Duty) 

Unavailable: 1. Mathew Ryan (Qan- 
tas Australian Under 23 Duty - 2 
Weeks), 11. Oliver Bozanic (Qantas 
Australian Under 23 Duty - 2 
Weeks), 13. Stuart Musialik (Adduc- 
tor - 1 Week), 15. Brad Mcdonald 
(Qantas Australian Under 23 Duty - 
2 Weeks), 23. Adam Kwasnik (Ankle 
- 1 Week) 
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3. Fabio 

4. Petar Franjic 

6. Leigh Broxham 

7. Matthew Kemp 

9. Jean Carlos Solorzano 
10. Archie Thompson 

11. Marco Rojas 

12. Rodrigo Vargas 

13. Diogo Ferreira 

14. Billy Celeski 

15. Tom Pondeljak 
16.Carlos Hernandez 

17, Jimmy Jeggo 

18. Danny Allsopp 

19. Isaka Cernak 

20. Lawrence Thomas (GK) 
21. Ante Covic 

22. Harry Kewell 

23. Adrian Leijer (c) 
*four to be omitted* 


In: 21. Ante Covic (returns from 
suspension), 16.Carlos Hernandez 
(returns from international duty), 
22. Harry Kewell (returns from in- 
ternational duty), 19. Isaka Cernak 
(promoted) 


Out: 30. Zaim Zeneli (GK) (omit- 
ted), 

Unavailable: 1.Tando Velaphi 
(stress fracture), 8. Grant BREB- 
NER (calf), 2. Matthew Foschini 
(suspended — 1 match) 
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The sixth week of the new A-League 


By Peter Simcox 


In the final game of round 7, the 
out-of-form Perth Glory head east 
to take on Melbourne Victory at 
The Etihad Stadium on Sunday. The 
form of both sides is the complete 
opposite, with the Victory unbeaten 
in their last four games, while the 
Glory has lost their last three, in- 
cluding the last two road trips. 

Mehmet Durakovic’s side are com- 
ing off back-to-back draws, a 2-2 draw 
against leaders Brisbane, and 0-0 draw 
with Central Coast Mariners last week. 
They welcome back Carlos Hernandez 
from international duty and keeper 
Ante Covic from suspension for the 
visit of lan Ferguson's side. However 
they will be sweating on the fitness of 
Harry Kewell, who was injured on Soc- 
ceroos duty last week, but with Archie 
Thompson leading the line well and 
skipper Adrian Leijer marshalling a tight 
defence they will fancy their chances of 
taking all three points. 

Another player to impress this sea- 
son has been defender Matthew Kemp 
and he is wary of the Glory. “They're 
still a good side, they've made some 
very good signings and got some very 
dangerous players so they might be 
the wounded animal at the moment, 
looking to bounce back,” he said. 

“| think we just need to worry more 
about ourselves and with the squad 
we've got once we get that chemistry 
right then | think we should let teams 
worry about us.” 

The Glory, who started the season 


campaign served up an array of | [ 


talking points; with football back in : 
the limelight, following a week en- : 
circled by controversy and drama — : 
amid contentious debate regarding : 
refereeing standards, the MRP and : 


incredible off-field rants - which in = |) 


turn provided entertainment. i 
Adelaide United got their season back 
on track in rather unusual circumstanc- 
es, claiming a hard fought triumph over : 
Gold Coast United in an “away” fixture : 
at Hindmarsh Stadium. Meanwhile, : 
after 11 exasperating matches without : 
a win, Melbourne Heart finally remem- : 
bered what it was like to taste victory, : 
scoring three second half goals to pre- : 
vail over Newcastle Jets. Cross-town : 
rival Melbourne Victory continued its : 
frustrating commencement to the : 
season, partaking in another 0-0 stale-_ 
mate — its third in six games — with : 
Central Coast Mariners. Perth Glory's 
optimistic start has withered away, : 
losing its third successive game to an : 
invigorated Sydney FC outfit. While, ; 
Brisbane Roar edged itself a step clos- : 
er towards the history books, drawing : 
1-1 with Wellington Phoenix, to move : 
its unbeaten run to an extraordinary © 
34 games — one-match off equalling 
the Australian sport's domestic record : 
held by Eastern Suburbs from 1936-37 
in the NSWRL. 
Following a week full of talking points, - 
let's recap some of the major issues : 
which confronted round six. 


Under the tutorship of mastermind : 
Ange Postecoglou, Brisbane Roar : 
have mesmerised football enthusi- : 
asts over the past year, showcasing a : 
style of football never foreseen in the | 
Australian domestic game. The ethos : 
Brisbane has adopted is helping the : 
competition mature from a tactical per- : 


spective, in conjunction with the image 


of the code. Currently, the Roar are . 
on the verge of creating history, only : 
needing to forgo defeat in one more : 
fixture to equal the 35-game unbeaten : 
streak held by the Eastern Suburbs : 
: from the NSWRL. : 

It won't be an easy assignment for : 
the Queensland outfit, travelling to the 
Hunter Valley to take on a Newcastle | 
team, who possess a wealth of attack- 
ing intent infront of its home support- : 
ers. In fact, the Jets are the only side; 
Brisbane has failed to claim victory : 
over, since it began its 34-game un- | 
beaten run — drawing on all three occa-_ : 
: sions when the teams have met. 
- Brisbane have exhibited their techni- : 
cal, accompanied with its tactical pro- 
: ficiency during their incredible rein as 
: the A-League front-runners, although it: 
: is also their mental strength to stay in : 
: the contest when the chips are seem- | 
© ingly down, that in retrospect crafts this 


team into a force to be reckoned with. 


Many within the football community 
herald Brisbane as the best club side to : 
play in the history of domestic football: 


in Australia. With this in mind, we could 


very well see this magnificent team : 
create history on Saturday. When we : 


: consider the salary cap constraints and 


Melbourne x. 


on fire with three straight wins, were 
beaten 0-1 last week by Sydney FC at 
nib Stadium, and will be looking to kick 
start their campaign against Victory. 
Ferguson has tinkered with the starting 
line up in recent weeks and has Mile 
Sterjovski and Tommy Amphlett push- 
ing for a starting role, but he will be 
without Olyroos defender Scott Neville 
(knee) and Travis Dodd (hamstring) 
for Sunday’s clash. The drive from the 
midfield has been a problem for the 
side from the West, and with former 
Celtic player Liam Miller playing in a 
wide role, this has nullified his impact, 
and a move back to the centre of the 
park is a must if they are to leave the 
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f \\ 
\ 


‘ LLL 
YY 
MN ’ 
Witt. 


_ Heart-starters: The red side of Melbourne finally tasted victory after 
' six outings . Photo: DANIEL FLIS 


squad size limitations in the A-League, 


an unbeaten run of this magnitude | 


makes it all the more inspiring. 


Last Friday night, Gold Coast United : 
played Adelaide United at Hindmarsh : 
Stadium, however in unusual cir- : 
cumstances; the team from Surfers 
Paradise was fielding the status as the : 


“home” team. 


Gold Coast offered to sell one of its : 
home fixtures, in return for financial : 
compensation, accordingly the Reds : 
fit the bill and subsequently hosted the : 
: match in the city of churches. 

On the pitch, the fiscal investment ul- : 
timately payed dividends for the “away” : 
team, after a run of poor results, Ad- : 


elaide overcame Gold Coast 2-1. 


However, a paltry crowd of only 6,368 : 
were at hand to witness Adelaide claim : 
the three points. With Adelaide being : 
© classified as the away club, members - 
were not entitled to entry with their : 
customary season tickets. Whilst the | 
match was technically an away game : 
' for the Reds, it was the worst turnout : 
for an A-League fixture at Hindmarsh : 
Stadium since the A-League’s induc- : 
' tion six years ago. 


Victorian capital with the points. 
Former Socceroo Sterjovski is just 
happy to be back in the squad, and 
he hopes to push his way back into 
the starting line up sooner rather than 
later. “Obviously it's been frustrating 
because I've been working hard at 
training and doing well, but credit to the 
boys, they've had a great start to the 
season so | can’t complain,” he said. 

“| just want to get out there and play 
and enjoy football again, it’s been a 
while, so hopefully | can just stay in- 
jury free and enjoy it. | don’t think that 
| have anything to prove, the important 
thing now is for us to turn these three 
losses around and start getting some 


Head-to-Head: Played 18: 
Wins: Melbourne Victory 7, Perth | 
Glory 7, Drawn: 4 


wins on the board.” 

The last time the sides met at The 
Etihad was in Week 19 last season, the 
Victory running out 2-0 winners. Archie 
Thompson scored late in the first half 
before Roddy Vargas added the sealer 
mid-way through the second half. The 
Glory will take heart from the fact they 
did beat The Victory twice last season. 
This included a rare win on the road in 
Week 2, with Sterjovski wrapping up 
the points in the second half. So will it 
be a happy return for him and the Glory 
come Sunday afternoon? 
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The future is orange:\On the verge of greatness? All will be be re- 


vealed this weekend. Photo: ADRIAN GAGLIONE 


In future, should Football Federation 


Australia allow clubs to sell its home : 
games for a generous summands of : : 
: © gulfed within the playing group, implor- : 
: be attempting to engage as much as : 
possible with its home supporters. In 
Gold Coast's case, it is imperative that 
football is available to its viewership, : 
exporting games away from the region : 


riches? To begin with, clubs should 


will not help cultivate the support for 


be a success in the other markets 
around the nation. 


the opening six matches, Melbourne 


brushing aside a disappointing New- : 
* A team, who were widely depicted to 


castle Jets 3-0 at AAMI Park. 


: son of a two-year contract. 


Earlier in the campaign, coach John . 
van't Schip sensationally revealed that : 
his team had an element of “fear” en- : 


ing his troops to come out of its shell : 
and take the game to its opposition. 

While the Dutchman's sentiments are: 
debatable, there is no doubt that an : 
enormous weight has been lifted off : 


» the shoulders of the players, in tandem : 
the embattled club, nor build the image : 
- with the community. 

Setting aside Gold Coast's turbulent: 
state, it is evident the trial wasn’t suc- : 
cessful off the pitch. Fans didn’t warm : 
to the idea of having to folk out addi- : 
© tional disposal income to watch their : 
team play in their backyard. Given : 
Adelaide's loyal fanbase — consistently 
circulating around 12,000-13,000 - we : 
can only assume the scheme wouldn't : 
: League. Whilst their attacking harvest : 
"of speedy, mobile attacking players has. 
_ the potential to cause opposition hav- : 
: oc, the underdog must back-up their : 
' positive display with a vibrant showing : 
After holding the advantage in four of : 
: Coast United. 
Heart finally swept aside the nerves 20 es 
to claim its first feat of the season - : 


with the coach - who is on the last sea-_ : 


The anxiety and tension of encom- ; 
passing a prolonged winless start to : 
the campaign has been abolished. : 
Now, Heart can concentrate on build- : 
ing a potent campaign with an ambi- : 
tion of participating in the finals series. : 
Mental strength and a belief to over- : 
come adversity have been the achillis 
heels in Heart's short tenure in the A- : 


in south-east Queensland against Gold : 


1.Danny Vukovic (Gk) 
2.Josh Mitchell 

3.Bas Van Den Brink 
4.Billy Mehmet 
6.Chris Coyne 
7.Jacob Burns (C) 
8.Adam Hughes 
9.Shane Smeltz 
10.Liam Miller 
14.Steven Mcgarry 
15.Tommy Amphlett 
17.Todd Howarth 

18. Jesse Makarounas 
19.Josh Risdon 
21.Mile Sterjovski 

22. Adam Tggart 
27.Andrezinho 

30. Lewis Italiano (Gk) 
*three to be omitted* 


In: 14. Steven McGarry, 15.Tommy 
Amphlett, 18. Jesse Makarounas, 
22.Adam Taggart (all promoted) 


Out: 13.Travis Dodd (Hamstring - 
4-6 weeks) 


Unavailable: 5.Steve Pantelidis 
(Achillies), 11.Victor Sikora (Hip 
— Long Term Injury List), 12.Scott 
Neville (Knee), 13.Travis Dodd 
(Hamstring- 4 Weeks),16.Evan 
Berger (Hamstring — 6-8 Weeks), 
20.Neil Young (Abdominal Injury) 


have the utmost attacking talent within 
the A-League, is palpably struggling to 
hit its mark. Having only scored four 
goals in six matches — the lowest in 
the competition - Melbourne Victory’s 
lack of penetration in the attacking fi- 
nal third is a cause for concern. With 
a glut of aptitude in the vein of Archie 
Thompson, Harry Kewell, Jean Carlos 
Solorzano, Carlos Hernandez, Danny 
Allsopp and Marco Rojas, it’s difficult 
to envisage how, a side with a raft of 
attacking options could lack the poise 
to harm its opposition. 

Victory boss Mehmet Durakovic — in 
his first A-League season at the helm 
— hasn't been able to deploy a coher- 
ent football structure thus far, to the 
dismay of its fervent supporter base. 
Despite missing a platoon of first-team 
players in last week’s gloomy 0-0 draw 
with Central Coast Mariners, Victory 
possessed a team certainly capable 
of challenging for the three points, or 
at very least, appear threatening on 
the opposition’s goal. However, Victory 
rarely looked like scoring when ventur- 
ing forward, being limited to several 
half chances and hopeful crosses in 
the box. 

While the Mariners defence were res- 
olute and disciplined, Victory struggled 
for any fluency or camaraderie when 


: venturing forward. Their inability to re- 


tain possession, dictate the tempo of 
the game, nor apply taxing pressure on 
the Mariners defence were telling fac- 
tors of a structure, which isn’t coming 
to fulfilment. The tenuous showing in 


: the attacking half was truly an accurate 


reflection of its early start to the season. 
In a surprising twist, Melbourne has the 
equal best defensive record thus far, 
having only conceded four goals — level 
with table-toppers Brisbane Roar. 
Whilst championships are habitually 
built on a robust, organised defensive 
unit, a disjointed attacking display will 
not help the cause. Victory portrays a 
vast amount of talent; it just needs to 
work collectively as a team. Durakovic 
has a duty to get this group working in 
tandem, in line with his adopted football 
philosophy. If this can be achieved, 
then the formidable force everyone ini- 


__ tially expected will ultimately come into 
fruition. 


Follow Robert on Twitter @Robert: 


: DiFabio 
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By Roy Hay 


In this country we have become 
quite accustomed to an outpouring 
of patriotic rhetoric from sports bod- 
ies around Anzac Day. 

The so-called blockbuster AFL game 
between Collingwood and Essendon 
is now touted as being the ‘traditional 
game’, even though it is a relatively re- 
cent fixture in the sporting calendar. 
The RSL, assisted by governments 
through the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, has spent a lot of money and 
effort to promote the celebration of Gal- 
lipoli and Anzac, particularly in schools, 
seeing that winning the hearts and 
minds of children is the key to survival 
in an era when the diggers are fewer 
and fewer. 

Once they opposed any attempt to 
play sport on Anzac Day, now they en- 
courage a sharing of the day between 
dawn services and marches in the 
morning and sport in the afternoon. 
Anzac Day is now so visible that even 


one of the best historians of the modern 
world can be misled. 

When David Reynolds, author of One 
World Divided: A Global History since 
1945, was giving a lecture to Deakin 
University earlier this year, | had to 
point out to him gently that Anzac Day 
was not Australia’s national day, as he 
thought. 

In the United Kingdom the celebra- 
tion or remembrance took place on 
11th November, Armistice Day, and this 
year it suddenly developed a sporting 
dimension. 

On the day after the 93rd anniversary 

of the armistice that brought the First 
World War to an end, Scotland played 
Cyprus in a friendly match. 
Scotland wore black armbands embla- 
zoned with poppies, having been grant- 
ed dispensation by FIFA along with the 
other home countries. 

FIFA is normally opposed to any dem- 
onstration which could be considered 
political. 

The issue here is particularly divisive 


because the Cypriot veterans’ asso- 
ciation is planning to sue Britain over 
claims that their nationals were tortured 
by the British during their struggle for 
independence. 

Many of those soldiers would have 
been Scots. 

The Scottish manager, Craig Levein, 
was quoted in the London Telegraph 
as saying, ‘I haven't really been paying 
much attention to it. The politics baffle 
me.’ ‘My own grandfather died in the 
Second World War so from my point of 
view it’s a no-brainer. | think we should 
be remembering the people that fought 
for our country.’ 

The English team, which took on the 
World Champion Spain this weekend, 
also wore poppies for the match. 
England and Manchester United’s new 
star defender, Phil Jones, was obvi- 
ously fired up by the idea too. 

‘On Saturday we are wearing pop- 
pies on our armbands to pay respects 
to those who lost their lives. It is just 
a massive honour. That 100 per cent 


Seeking Stanley Matthews in 02 
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Caption: Stanley Matthews in action against Australia’s Joe Marston in 1958. 
Photo: Laurie Schwab collection, Deakin University Library. 


English author Jon Henderson is 
writing a new biography of (Sir) 
Stanley Matthews. He is seek- 
ing information about Matthews 
visits to Australia subsequent 
to his first appearance in 1958 
with the Blackpool team when 
it toured this country. Matthews 
came back to Australia as an in- 
dividual, though | don’t think he 


played as a guest for any major 
clubs. His son, Stanley Mat- 
thews, junior was a good ten- 
nis player and coaching for the 
young man was part of the bait 
to lure Matthews senior back in 
the late 1950s. Matthews left his 
first wife, Lady Betty Matthews, 
and for many years he lived in 
Malta with his partner Mila. From 


there he visited South Africa, 
Canada and Australia. 

If anyone has any knowledge 
or memories of later visits or 
newspaper reports on his visits 
to this country by Stanley Mat- 
thews you can contact Jon Hen- 
derson directly at jon5@talktalk. 
net. 

- Roy Hay 


puts my job into perspective. When you 
think about those who have lost their 
lives for our country, playing football 
doesn’t come into that category. Hope- 
fully we can get the win on Saturday for 
them,’ he said before the game. 

It was fascinating to contrast these 
sentiments with those of the Spanish 
coach, Vincent del Bosque, a cultured 
and well-read man, who is given to tell- 
ing his players stories from the Tales 


| 
1 | 


of Count Lucanor, a fourteenth-century 
Spanish prince. 

Del Bosque coached the Spanish 
team which won the World Cup in 
South Africa last year. It played some 
of the most exhilarating football seen at 
the showpiece of the world game. 

He feared that there was too much 
inappropriate patriotism going around 
and tried to dampen the martial spir- 
its who saw this as a war by other 


means. 

He said to his players, ‘We don’t have 
to defend our city or even our country.” 
‘It's not as if we're soldiers. What we 
have to defend is our sport, and in that 
we cannot fail. The best way to protect 
itis to play it as well as possible.’ 

Is that not the spirit we should be try- 
ing to inculcate in our young people 
and sportsmen and women? 
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SOCCER EXPATS 
FAMILY DAY REUNION 


EASTERN LIONS SOCCER CLUB 
SIXTH AVE, BURWOOD ( MEL 60 J8 ) 


SUNDAY 4" DECEMBER 2011 
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Y WHITESIDE CUP 


11.00 ENGLAND vs SCOTLAND (LEGENDS) 
12.15 ENGLAND vs SCOTLAND (SONS OF LEGENDS) 


FREE B.B.Q. LUNCH 
PLEASANT SUNDAY ARVO 


SPECIAL ENTERTAINMENT from 
BROOKSY, JOE DOC ano OTHERS 


DRINKS AT BAR PRICES 
AUCTION & RAFFLE PROCEEDS TO CANCER RESEARCH 


FOR MORE INFORMATION — www.easternlions.com.au 
PHONE NORM WILLCOCKS ON 0416 036 346 (ENGLAND) 
PHONE JOHN WHITESIDE ON 0421 448 419 (SCOTLAND) 


E-mail : admin@easternlions.com.au 
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with Melbourne Heart in 2011/12. 
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FULUINAME Scott Alexander,amiesoni 
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By Walter Pless 


Matilda striker Kyah Simon was in 
Tasmania on Wednesday to speak to 
students involved in the Indigenous 
football program at the Jordan River 
Learning Federation near Hobart. 

The 20-year-old is a Football Federa- 
tion Australia Indigenous Ambassador 
and scored both goals when the Mat- 
ildas beat Norway 2-1 at the Women’s 
World Cup in Germany this year. 

She also scored the decisive fifth pen- 
alty against North Korea as Australia 
won the Asian Championship, so there 
is no doubt she has what it takes to 
play for Australia and is the perfect role 
model for aspiring footballers. 

Simon plays for Sydney FC in the W- 
League but is currently recovering from 
an ankle injury. 

Simon spoke about the harm that al- 
cohol and drugs can do to athletes and 
her inspirational talk outlined the sacri- 
fices she had to make to reach the top 
in football. 

She broke her leg when she was 15 
years old and some said she was fin- 
ished, but through mental toughness 
and physical determination, she made 
a complete recovery and excelled to 
the point where she earned Australian 
selection. 

Simon said she enjoyed speaking to 
young people about her career and the 
dangers drugs pose and she wished she 
could do such work more often. 

“It's very important to get the important 
messages from an elite sports person’s 
point of view, namely that you really do 
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Kyah Simon with some of her many admirers in Bridgwater, Tasmania during the week. 


Photo: WALER PLESS 


have to make seiiieee along the way to 


get to where you are,” Simon said. 

“Hopefully, | can continue to impact 
young kids to achieve their goals and to 
be the best that they can be. 

“| travelled up to Darwin a couple of 
months ago, but this is my first trip down 
to Tassie. I’m looking to travel to Mel- 
bourne next weekend. 

“I'm trying to get out to as many schools 
and communities as | can to get the mes- 
sage out there.” 

Simon said she enjoyed interacting with 
young people. 


She said she had deferred her studies 
while pursuing her football ambitions but 
would like to undertake university stud- 
ies when she finished playing. 

She had not thought too much aboultlife 
after football, which is understandable 
for a 20-year-old, but she said she was 
not really attracted to coaching. 

Setting goals was important for every- 
one and she was working on her goals 
for the future. 

“Coaching is not a career path | want to 
head down,” she said. “I'd do this sort 
of work [speaking to youngsters about 


Quarter final spots up for 
grabs in 26th All Nations Cup 


By Norman Edgar 


The action continued at the 26th All 
Nations Cup with the first game of 
the day played between Peru and 
Macedonia. After last week’s loss 
both teams needed to win. 

An even first half where both teams 
scored was followed by a second 
half where Macedonia stamped there 
authority on proceedings to go to a 
4-1 lead before Peru pulled one back. 
Scorers for Macedonia were Klime 
Dimitrevski who got two, Ljupce Ko- 
ceski and Zarko Tomouski got the 
others. Michael Van Eijk and Jean 
Paul Cardone scored for Peru 

Italy then played Romania in the fol- 
lowing game in Group 1. A fairly even 
game in the first half until Italy went 
ahead in the second half after a centre 
found Dominic D’Angelo in the penalty 
area who shot into an empty net for the 
winning goal. Italy had most of the play 
and the most chances in the game but 
though Michael Catalano and Jacob 
Colisimo had opportunities they could 
not add to the goal tally. Lyall Johann 
in the Rumanian defence stood out in 
a team that could not create a clear cut 
chance. 

The Australia versus Turkey game 
was settled in the first half when a pass 
through the defence found Sasa Vraneo- 
evic who shot truly past the goalkeeper. 
Australia got on top in the second half 
but could not add to the score to reflect 
their superiority. Australia goes through 
to the quarter final but Turkey still has 
work to do next week in their must win 
game against Macedonia. The winner 
advancing to the quarter final. 

Last year’s winners, Albania, has a bat- 


tle on its hands in Group 1 to advance 
after losing 2-0 to Seychelles after win- 
ning their first game last week against 
Italy. An even first half was followed by 
a second half where Seychelles roared 
into life with two goals in the first eigh- 
teen minutes of the half both goals com- 
ing from Viv Mondon. Seychelles safely 
played out the half for a deserved win. 

With all four teams in Group 1 on three 
points the winners next week will ad- 
vance to the quarter finals. Albania play 
Rumania both losers this week while 
Italy and Seychelles play in the other 
game. Italy must win as they have the 
worst goal difference of minus 2. 

The action continued on Sunday with 
comfortable wins to Chile, Bosnia, Ire- 
land and Scotland 

The first game of the day in Group 4 
Chile ran out easy winners over India 
3-0 through goals to Luke Pilkington, 
Dejan Rudokocic and Ignacio Rojas. 
Scotland who beat Mauritius 2-0 in 
the last game of the day in the other 
game in Group 4 together with Chile 
go through to the quarter finals from 
this group. Scotland’s goals came from 
Sean Mcllroy and Luke Sherbon. Mauri- 
tius came into this competition with high 
expectations but as for India have not 
been able to win either of their games 
or score a goal. 

In Group 2 Ireland played Serbia. 
There were no goals at half time but 
Ireland piled on the agony in the sec- 
ond half to eclipse Serbia 7-1 and gain 
a quarter final berth. Goals to Ireland 
came from Alan Kearney, Mark, Leech 
(2), Noel Fox, Sam Sweeney and 
James O'Sullivan (2). Zoran Vukas re- 
plied for Serbia. 

Bosnia, the 2011 finalists, beat Portu- 


gal 2-0 with goals from Mirza Pedic and 
now play Serbia next and hope Ireland 
beat Portugal to ensure they go through 
to the quarter finals. 


26th All Nations Cup is taking place 
at Egan Lee Reserve, home ground 
of Knox City FC: 


Upcoming matches: 
Saturday 19th November 
11.30am Italy v Seychelles 

1pm Scotland v Chile 

2.30pm Peru v Australia 
4pm Albania v Romania 


Sunday 20th November 
11.30am India v Mauritius 
1pm Serbia v Bosnia 
2.30pm Turkey v Macedonia 
4pm Ireland v Portugal 


becoming the best they can be] over 


coaching any day. 

“It's interacting with kids, parents and 
teachers that | enjoy, but not necessarily 
being the one out there and calling the 
shots. 

“| like helping out at coaching clinics 
and to give my little insight on what | 
know, but not being the head director of 
a session.” 

Simon said that there were different 
types of strikers and there were different 
qualities that strikers needed to have. 

“Your ideal striker is one that has pace, 


Kyah’s the toast of the town after doing the damage against 
Norway at this year’s World Cup. Photo: ANN ODONG 


can strike the ball well and can finish 
well,” she said. 

“Good composure on the ball and being 
able to hold the ball up are vital. 

“There are endless qualities that a 
striker can have - good ball distribution, 
good technique - and it all kind of falls 
into place. 

“If one striker has all those qualities, 
you've probably got the best striker in 
the world in your hands. 

“Skill and being able to take defenders 
on is a defender’s nightmare.” 

Simon can hardly wait to play for Syd- 


ney’s W-League side again, aa to col 
lect a few more Aussie caps with the 
Matildas. 

Simon scooped the pool in personal 
awards in 2010-11. She was the W- 
League's top scorer, netting 11 goals ina 
dozen games and picking up the Player- 
of-the-Year Award, the Young Player-of- 
the-Year Award, and the Players’ Player- 
of-the-Year Award. 


Thrills and spills in the All Nations Cup a as italy’ s Robert D’ Angelo false over Romanian keeper 
Denis Martin. Howard Andrews is intent on going after the loose ball Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 


aly’ $s Adrian Chilla goes down ina aie with Lyall ighaan 
(Romania). Florin Raduceanu (left) is on hand to tidy up. 


Ahmet Turer (Turkey) tries hard to es Frank Dimu 
(Australia). Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 
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SBS ONE 

Sunday November 20th 

10:30 AM Football Asia 

11:00 AM Les Murray's Football Feature - 
12:00 PM UEFA Champions League 
Magazine Program 


Monday November 21st 
04:30 PM FIFA Futbol Mundial 
11:30 PM The World Game 


SBS TWO 

Monday November 21st 

9:30 PM The World Game 
Wednesday 23 November 

SBS ONE 

6.30am (aedt) Live - Napoli v Manchester - 
City 

SBS TWO 


9.30pm - Manchester United v Benfica 


Thursday 24 November 

SBS ONE 

6.30am (aedt) Live - AC Milan v Barce- 
lona 


SETANTA 


SPORTS 


Friday 18-Nov 
Copa Sudamericana Quarter-Final 2nd 
Leg Libertad v LDU Quito 9:10am 


Leg Universidad de Chile v Arsenal 
11:40am 


Saturday 19-Nov 

Bundesliga Round 13 Kaiserslautern v 
Leverkusen 9:00am 1st Airing 
Scottish Premier League Round 15 
Inverness v Celtic 11:25pm 


Sunday 20-Nov 

Bundesliga Round 13 Bayern Munich v 
Dortmund 4:25am 

Ligue 1 Round 14 Montpellier v Mar- 
seille 6:55am 

Primera Division Round 15 Teams TBC 
11:10am 

J-League Round 32 Shimizu S-Pulse v 
Kashiwa Reysol 3:00pm 

Eredivisie Round 13 Heracles v Twente 
6:40pm ‘st Airing 


Monday 21-Nov 

Bundesliga Round 13 Stuttgart v Augs- 
burg 4:00am 1st Airing 

Ligue 1 Round 14 Lyon v Rennes 
6:15am 1st Airing 

Primera Division Round 15 Teams TBC 
8:00am 


Ligue 1 Round 14 PSG v Nancy 10:15am 


1st Airing 


Eredivisie Round 13 De Graafschapp v 


PSV 1:45pm 1st Airing 

Ligue 1 Round 14 Brest v Sochaux 
3:30pm 1st Airing 

Bundesliga Round 13 Hamburg v 
Hoffenheim 5:15pm 1st Airing 


Tuesday 22-Nov 

Eredivisie Round 13 Excelsior v AZ 
2:45am ‘st Airing 

Blue Square Premier Round 20 Fleet- 
wood v Stockport 12:45pm ‘st Airing 


Thursday 24-Nov 

Copa Sudamericana Semi-Final 1st Leg 
Teams TBC 8:55am 

Copa Sudamericana Semi-Final 1st 
Leg Teams TBC 11:45am 


: Saturday 19th November 
: 02:30 am Magic Of The FA Cup Newcastle 
: United - Greatest Players 


Monday 21st November 
: 05:30 am FA Cup Classics Arsenal V Man- 
: chester United 2003/04 


Tuesday 22nd November 
: 06:00 am Arsenal TV Norwich V Arsenal 


: Wednesday 23rd November 

: 02:30 am Liverpool TV Liverpool V Chelsea 
: 05:30 am FA Cup Classics Crystal Palace V 
: Manchester United 1995 

: 06:00 am Serie A Matchday 12 

- 08:00 am The Serie A Highlights Show 

: Matchday 12 


: Thursday 24th November 

: 02:30 am Bundesliga Matchday 13: Borussia 
: Monch. V Werder Bremen 

: 04:30 am Bundesliga Weekly Highlights 

: Matchday 13 

» 05:30 am FA Cup Classics Chelsea V Liver- 
: pool 1996/97 

© 06:00 am Magic Of The FA Cup West Ham 

: United - Greatest Goals 


ak), (SPORTS: 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

: Times listed are 7 minutes prior to kick-offs. 
Copa Sudamericana Quarter-Final 2nd Week 15 

: Sat Nov 19 Norwich v Arsenal 
: Sun Nov 20 Man City v Newcastle 1.53 am 


11.38 pm 


: Sun Nov 20 Everton v Wolves 1.53 am 
: Viewers Choice 

: Sun Nov 20 Stoke v QPR 1.53 am 
: Viewers Choice 

: Sun Nov 20 Sunderland v Fulham = 1.53. am 
: Viewers Choice 

: Sun Nov 20 West Brom v Bolton 1.53 am 


: Viewers Choice 
: Sun Nov 20 Swansea v Man United 4.23 am 


: Sun Nov 20 Wigan v Blackburn = Midday 
DELAY 
‘ Mon Nov 21 Chelsea v Liverpool 2.53 am 


: Tue Nov 22 Tottenham v Aston Villa 6.53 am 


: ENGLISH FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
: Sat Nov 19 Burnley v Leeds 

: Viewers Choice 

Mon Nov 2 Millwall v Bristol City 12.00 am 


11.41 pm 


: A-LEAGUE 
: Fri Nov 18 Gold Coast v Melb Heart 7.30 pm 
: Sat Nov 19 Wellington v Adelaide 
: Sat Nov 19 Newcastle v Brisbane 

: Sat Nov 19 Sydney v Central Coast 7.30 pm 
: Sun Nov 20 Melbourne v Perth 


2.30 pm 
5.00 pm 


4.30 pm 


The Futbol Town Show 
Every Tuesday 7pm 


Extra Time 
Magazine Show 
Every Tuesday 7.30pm 


SMFC TV 
Channel 31 
Every Wed 7pm 


The Green Gully Football Show 
Every Saturday 10.30am 


Alvaro 


‘Rodriguez’s 


NAME: Solomon Islands 

CAPITAL: Honiara 

POPULATION: (2009 approx.) 523,000 
CONFEDERATION: OFC 

FIFA WORLD RANKING: 180th 
INTERNATIONAL HONOURS: Oceania 
Nations Cup runners-up 2004 


WHO ARE YA? 

The Solomon Islands are comprised of 
a Cluster of nearly 1000 islands east of 
Papua New Guinea. The Spanish navi- 
gator Alvaro de Mendajia was the first 
European to sight these islands in 1568, 
but subsequent attempts at colonisation 
by the Spanish proved futile. Part of the 
islands(Sikaiana) was annexed by sov- 
ereign Hawaii in the 19th Century before 
the rest became part of a German pro- 
tectorate. 

In 1893 the British seized control of the 
islands(which in WWII played a role in 
the Pacific theater between Allied and 
Japanese forces), with full sovereignty 
granted in 1978 although the Solomons 
remained part of the Commonwealth. 


SO WHAT YOU DONE? 

Culturally the Solomons is one of two 
Pacific nations/territories(the other be- 
ing Tahiti) where football and not one 
of the rugbys is the dominant code but 
despite this, the Solomons were far from 
one of the Oceania region’s founding 
powerhouses. They made their inter- 
national debut (albeit ‘unofficial’ as this 
was before their admission into FIFA) at 
the 1963 South Pacific Games’ football 
tournament with a 6-3 thrashing of New 
Hebrides(now Vanuatu) but crashed out 
with an 18-0 monstering at the hands of 
French Polynesia(now Tahiti) - the latter 
still stands as the Solomons’ biggest- 
losing margin. Their maiden Oceania 
Nations Cup campaign in 1980 ended 
in ignominy, and they would not enter 
again until 1996. The big dance of the 
World Cup was in their sights for the first 
time in 1992 when they entered the WC 
qualifiers for USA ‘94, but failed to get 
past first base in crashing out to Tahiti 
and the Eddie Thomson-led Socceroos 
(whose best result was a 6-1 belting of 
the Solomons in Newcastle, in a match 
which saw Paul Wade, Carl Veart and 
Mehmet Durakovic among the scor- 
ers). The Solomons and the Aussies 
clashed again in France ‘98 qualifying, 
where a 13-0 hiding in which Craig Fos- 
ter, John Aloisi, Damian Mori and even 
Mark Bosnich from a penalty got on the 
scoresheet was enough to get us out of 


Eyes on the ball...Henry Fa’arodo in his Perth Glory days 


the group stage. 

However it wasn’t until 2004-05 when the 
biggest clashes between the two nations 
took place - as the 2004 Oceania Na- 
tions Cup doubled as the Oceania World 
Cup qualifying section for Germany ‘06, 
and the Solomons held the Aussies 2-2 
at Hindmarsh Stadium, taking advantage 
of New Zealand's patchy form. 

As a result the Solomons were runners- 
up to the Socceroos for the Confedera- 
tions Cup qualifying playoff, and the two 
would meet yet again the next year prior 
to facing Uruguay, in which Guus Hid- 
dink’s side triumphed. 

Despite this significant progress, the 
Solomons shockingly failed to qualify for 
the 2008 ONC via the 2007 South Pacific 
Games, and as a result also missed the 
boat for South Africa 2010. 


BIG CLUBS 

The national league is currently known 
as the Telekom S-League and its leading 
club is Koloale FC, with 4 league titles in 
the last 8 years to their name. Their best 
placing in Oceania Champions League 
competition is 2nd in the 2009 edition 
won by New Zealand's Auckland City. 


REP YOUR COLORS 

Known as the Bonitos(a carnivorous fish 
related to the tuna), the Solomons’ NT 
typically wears green/white/blue/yellow, 
as in the national flag, although in the 
mid-late ‘90s they wore olive-green tops 
and shorts with plain white socks. 


MATCHWINNERS 

Henry Fa’arodo makes a case for be- 
ing the Solomons’ greatest-ever player, 
if only because he is the first Solomon 
Islander to play in an official FIFA 
tournament(the 2010 World Club Cham- 
pionship where he turned out for Papua 
New Guinea’s Hekari United, his current 
club), although he would be most familiar 
to us for his stints in both the NSL (for the 
Melbourne Knights) and the A-League 
(for the Glory) - in fact he is one of only a 
couple of foreign players to have played 
in both. 

Fellow striker Commins Menapi is the 
other candidate, for his long service to 
the Bonitos and contributing crucial 
goals against the Socceroos and All 
Whites along the way, as well as turn- 
ing out for Sydney United in the NSL’s 
last years. 


Brett Holman shows once again what a turnaround the past 2 years have 
been - derided as recently as 2009 as ‘one of the worst to ever don the green&gold’ by a 
multitude of Socceroo fans, his turn at last year’s WC in South Africa helped change the 
public's perception of him, and has just come the goods once again with the solitary goal 
against Thailand that sees us through to the final stage of Asia’s WC qualifiers. A patchy 
performance yes, but | have faith Holger and the boys will iron out the glitches between now 
and then. In the meantime, congrats to the boys and to Brett! 


© Isit just me or have the number of teams allocated per group for both continental 
and WC qualifying in Europe over the years increased too much? | think back to the France 
‘98 qualifiers when groups consisted of 5 or 6 sides and that was it. Now you have EIGHT- 
team groups which, IMO, favour the strong nations. One can say the number of UEFA 
member nations has increased since then, but by how many? Only Andorra, Montenegro 
and Kazakhstan have joined the confed since then. The romance of minnows qualifying for 


major tournaments is fast disappearing in that part of the world, by means of these taxing 
arrangements on top of what is already a tall order, being competitive in the hub of world 


football. 
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Other current Solomon Islands play- 
ers include striker Benjamin Totori, who 
played for Hekari alongside Fa’arodo at 
the WCC in between a short-lived stint at 
the Portland Timbers before their admis- 
sion to the MLS, and Batram and George 
Suri. 


SO WHAT NOW? 

Next year’s Oceania Nations Cup will be 
the Solomons’ international comeback, 
as they appear at the tournament for 
the first time since Australia’s defection 
to the AFC. 

With only New Zealand's All Whites as 
serious opposition, time will tell if the Bo- 
nitos can emulate their feats in ‘04 at the 
same tournament, although it will be no 
easy task given the Kiwis’ major interna- 
tional resurgence in the last few years. 
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Football in Newcastle 


With Roy Hay 


Newcastle United Jets Football Club 
draws on one of the richest football 
histories in this country, which 
stretches back to the very origins of 
the code in Australia. 

Just as Newcastle-upon-Tyne in Eng- 
land is often referred to as a hotbed of 
football, so Newcastle on the Hunter 
River in New South Wales has been 
involved with the game since the very 
early days. The common element was 
the popularity of the game among the 
miners of both areas. James Jupp in 
his mammoth history of the Australian 


population says, ‘Soccer established : 
: two conferences, KB United was in 
: financial strife and Adamstown Rose 
: buds took over the NSL licence chang 
: ing their name to Newcastle Rosebud 
: United. The league position did not im 
: prove but Rosebud won the NSL Cup 
: that year, beating Adelaide City, APIA 
: Leichardt and then Melbourne Croatia 
: in the final. Willie Gallagher coached 
: a squad which included Clint Gos 
: ling, Ralph Maier, Neil Owens, Mike 
: Boogaard, Andrew Thompson, John 
: McQuarrie, Joe Senkalski, Bernard : 
: Kerby, Steve Allen, Dean Milosevic, : 
: Simon Brandt and David Jones. 


a mass following in the Hunter Valley 
region, where there was a concentra- 
tion of immigrants from Scottish and 
North East mining areas, but other- 
wise was unable to displace rugby and 
Australian rules’ The migration boom 
of the 1880s had a higher proportion 
of northern English and Scottish mi- 
grants so it is probably significant that 
this was the decade in which soccer 
became prominent for the first time 
as a separate code in Australia, with 
the foundation of a number of clubs in 
the major eastern cities and industrial 
centres and the first interstate matches 
taking place. 

Newcastle was far enough from Syd- 
ney to establish its own competitions 
and administration, and this continues 
today with the fierce independence 
of Northern New South Wales from 
the metropolitan control. Clubs like 
Wallsend, Cessnock, Adamstown 
Rosebuds and Lake Macquarie domi- 
nated the local competition and often 
took on and beat more fancied Sydney 
opposition. Newcastle Austral was 
a multi-ethnic club founded in 1951 
by immigrants in the Gretna migra’ 


division a couple of times, Austral 
eventually joined the NSW State first 
division. 

When the National Soccer League 
was founded in 1977, Newcastle KB 
United was formed and took part in 
the second season. Drawing healthy 
crowds, averaging around 10,000, 
United finished 11th of 14 teams in 


pes ri 


: relegated in 1986 and Newcastle did 
= not have an NSL club until 1991 whi 

: Newcastle Breakers was formed, draw: 

: ing on the Austral club as a base. Fo! 

: the next decade the Breakers carried 
: the flag for the Newcastle area play: 

: ing at a new stadium in the west. The 
: Breakers were drawing crowds of ove 

: 5,000 when many of the NSL clubs 
: were below that level in the 1990s 

: but their numbers dropped away too. : 
: Finally the club folded in 2000, despite : 
: finishing just outside the play-offs. 
camp. After winning the northern first : 
: was demonstrated once again when 

: local businessman Con Constantine 

: created a new Newcastle United. He 

: drew on what was left of the Breakers 

: and in 2001-02 the new club finished : 
: second on the ladder behind the ram 

: pant Perth Glory, but bowed out in the 
: finals to Perth and Sydney Olympic: 
: The following year United was fourth, : 


: 1978. Coached by Alan Vest, the 

: squad that year included Phil Dando 

: Peter Willis, Col Curran, Bill Summer: 

: scales, Roy Drinkwater, Craig Mason 

: Bill Amey, Mike Galpin, Bob Mount 

: ford, Ken Boden, John Sneddon, Joe : 
: Senkalski and Peter Tredinnick. Craig 

: Johnston, then with Middlesbrough and : 
: Bobby Charlton of Manchester United : 
: made guest appearances for the club : 
: In 1979, Newcastle was up to sixth, a : 
: level it held the following season. Ithad : 
: its best league result in 1983 finishing 

: fifth in a 16-team competition. 


In 1984 when the NSL was split into 


Despite its best efforts the club was 


The resilience of the Newcastle area 


A 


Craig Johnston twice turned out for Newcastle KB United 
as a guest player in the National Soccer League. Source: 
Laurie Schwab collection, Deakin University Library. 


but finished last in the finals series. In 
2003-04 it was the NSL which was ter- 
minated and the area was left in limbo 


: once again until the A-League got un- 
: der way in 2005. 


The name of the club was changed 


: to match the image of the new league 
: and so the current Newcastle United 
: Jets inherited the task of representing 


he city and its region. Richard Money 
assisted by Gary van Egmond took the 


: Club to fourth place in the inaugural 
: season and Nick Theodorakopoulos 


helped them reach third in 2006-07. 
Ned Zelic captained the club in its first 
A-League season. In 2007-08 Gary 
van Egmond led the team to second 
place on goal difference to Central 
Coast Mariners. A Mark Bridge goal 
was enough to down the Mariners in 


: the Grand Final and so Newcastle 
: had its first Australian league cham- 


pion. The team which won the title 
ncluded Ante Covic, Adam Griffiths, 
ade North, Stuart Musialik, Andrew 
Durante, Matt Thompson, Jason 
Hoffman, Joel Griffiths, Tarek Elrich, 


: Adam D’Apuzzo, Mark Bridge, James 
: Holland, Jin-Hyung Song and Denni 


Rocha dos Santos. 


ee 2 


Wallsend, all Newcastle stalwarts. Source: Sid Grant, Jack Pollard’s Soccer Records. 
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Ray Baartz in 1969 with the Socceroos. He and Col Cur- 
ran were Adamstown products. Source: Laurie Schwab 
collection, Deakin University Library. 
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Newcastle boy, Joe Senkalski, seen here in Sydney Olym- 


pic colours in 1978. 


Source: Soccerlife, August 1978, p. 15. 
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By Daniel Quinn 


Central Coast Mariners has smashed Mel- 
bourne Victory 6-0 on Friday night at Pluim 
Park. 

Mariners started with overage players Olyroo 
Brad McDonald and Adrian Pellegrino and it 
was McDonald who opened the scoring on 15 
minutes. He finished nicely after being played 
in by Appiah-Kubi. 

On 24 minutes Justin Hayward got his first of 
the night when a Victory defender handled in 
the area. Hayward stepped up to tuck it away. 
Three minutes later it was 3-0 When McDon- 
ald ran down the left wing to find Pellegrino 
who smashed home from close range. 

On 30 minutes Hayward scored his second 
and second penalty after smashing it past 
Rani Dowisha in goal. Hayward earned his 
hat-trick and Mariners fifth to make 5-0 when 
he finished from six yards, 5-0 to the hosts at 
half-time. 

The second-half became a scrappy, dull affair 
after both sides cleared their benches. Mari- 
ners did so to save some energy from their 
overage players while Victory looked to get 
something out of the game. 

Late in the half Dowisha showed his class de- 
spite conceding 5 times to pull off a great save 
from a Sam Gallagher free-kick. Although 
Dowisha and Victory would concede a sixth 
when Appiah-Kubi finished low past Dowisha 
on 85 minutes. 

Victory coach Darren Davies looked to the 
positive. “We were always going to be up 
against it this weekend with the first team inju- 
ries and players who were called into the first 
team so we actually had seven of our training 
squad players. So | like to look at the positives 
and the training players played with the young 
players so we had a very, very young squad 
yet again and that can only benefit them. The 
other positive is Petar Franjic and James 
Jeggo played in the first-team and that is wha’ 
it is all about so I'd rather they be with the first 
team then with us.” 

Davies also voiced his opinion on Friday nigh 
games. “I think Friday night games have to be 
looked at because these boys are all in schoo 
and they have had to take days off school and 
some of them are in year 12 so they have got 
important exams so Friday night games are 
very difficult to say the least for a National 
Youth League team.” 


Melbourne Heart made three wins from 
four by defeating The Newcastle Jets 3-1 
at John Cain Memorial Park on Sunday 
afternoon. 

Kristian Sarkies, Rutger Worm and Adrian Ma- 
daschi were the overage players for the hosts 
whereas Newcastle had Marko Jesic, Labinot 
Haliti, Tiago Calvano and Mario Simic. 

Heart opened the scoring with their first 
chance on 2 minutes when a delightful, floated 
free-kick by Sarkies was headed home by 
Rutger Worm. Four minutes later Brodie Pat- 
terson had a chance to extend that lead when 
he was played in by Stipo Andrijasevic but Pat- 
terson failed to finish with an open goal staring 
him in the face. 

Heart continued their early pressure when 
Newcastle ‘keeper Jack Duncan's poor touch 
outside of the box let Andrijasevic in. However 
Duncan made up for his mistake with a good 
low save from the Heart forward. Andrijasevic 
had yet another chance three minutes later 
when he put a wonderful Goodwin cross over 
rom a header. 

On 21 minutes Andrijasevic thought he finally 
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Mariners set the early 


Josh Groenewald (second from right) powers home Hearts’ second goal against the Jets. 


: Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 


scored his deserved goal but the Referee’s 


Assistant flagged for offside. A decision which 
would come back to hurt them immediately 
: when two minutes later Newcastle equalised 
: with their first opportunity when Labinot Hal- 
iti tapped home from a great Andrew Hoole 
: cross. 
* Two minutes before half-time Andrijasevic 
; yet again should have given his side the lead 
: but his poke from six yards narrowly missed 
» the target. Craig Goodwin yet again with the 
brilliant cross for Andrijasevic. In first-half stop- 
page time Haliti had a great chance to take a 
shock lead into the break but after rounding 
the ‘keeper, Mattei got back up to make a 
: good save. 
: Kristian Sarkies yet again was crucial after 
: the break with a curling free-kick which went 
; just wide. But it was the visitors who went up 
: the other end but Haliti’s strike was well saved 
© by Mattei. 
: On 63 minutes second-half substitute Josh 
: Groenewald made it 2-1 with a great header 
after another Sarkies free-kick. The former 
Melbourne Victory and Adelaide set piece 
maestro proving to be in some great form. 
: Seven minutes later Newcastle's job was 
: made even more difficult when Mario Simic 
; was given two yellow cards in a minute and 
: then sent off. The first yellow for a tug on Craig 
: Goodwin then another for arguing with the 
: referee. 
The red card proved to be an important fac- 
© tor when two minutes later Zac Walker made it 


: 3-1 when he finished after a great Billy Liolios 
: through ball. A controversial goal as Liolios 
: fended off Kyle Ewart in the build up. 


Heart coach and former Socceroo John Aloisi 


© voiced his opinion on his team’s performance 
' “It was not bad but we can always improve on 
: some aspects of our game. Can't complain 
: too much, we scored three goals, we created 
- a few chances in the first-half. | thought we 
: should have been two or three up at half-time 
: and we conceded one that we weren't happy 
: about. It wasn’t a bad performance.” 


John Aloisi praised some of his younger play- 


: ers. “We are there to develop but also we give 
: an opportunity to players to play. We had Phil 
: Petreski at Left Back, he was born in 1995 and 
: | thought he was one of our best players to- 
: day. Brodie Patterson was born in 1994 and 
» he did really well but we also have a couple 
: older players who have not gone through the 
: system who | think are good players, so that 
: is why | have got them in and hopefully they 
: might get to the next level.” 


- Brisbane Roar has defeated The AIS 3-2 on 
: Saturday at Cleveland Showgrounds. 

: Brisbane opened the scoring on 10 minutes 
» when George Lambadaridis finished power- 
: fully in the bottom left corner of the net. 

: But the hosts lead only lasted two minutes 
: when The AIS equalised through Anthony 
» Proia who hit the crossbar before firmly finish- 
© ing past Matt Acton. 


Rutger Worm (Heart ) goes to great lengths to stop Mario Simic (Jets). Matro 
Jesic asks the ref what he thinks of the tackle. Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 


On 17 minutes Brisbane had the lead through 


Nicholas Fitzgerald after he cut in from the left 
and beat The AIS defenders. 

Later on in the half Fitzgerald had a brace and 
Roar’s third after finishing nicely in the corner. 
Like Fitzgerald, Lambadaridis wanted his 
double just before half-time but his first-time 


: shot smashed the crossbar. AIS ‘keeper Paul 


Izzo then saved well from Visconte’s follow up 
shot. 

Just before half-time in first-half injury time 
AIS were brought back into the game after 
Matt Mundy took out an attacker while one- 
on-one with the ‘keeper to earn himself a 
straight red card. Anthony Proia stepped up 


| and scored his brace. 


Roar held on for their lead in the second-half 
with the extra man as AIS attacked. AIS how- 
ever only created one serious chance through 
Proia yet again. His shot from close-range 
however went over as Matt Acton came out 
to pressure. 

AIS defender Riley Woodcock earned himself 
a second yellow card on 89 minutes to see 
both teams finish with 10 men. Roar however 
held on for the 3-2 win. 


Sydney has defeated Perth Glory 5-2 
thanks to a hat-trick from Mitchell Mallia at 
6PR Stadium on Sunday. 

Perth had the first chance on seven minutes 
through Tommy Amphlett but his shot was put 
wide. 
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ace in NYL 


: Marquee man Mile Sterjovski then forced 
: Ryan Norval into a great save on 11 minutes. 
: Sydney's first opportunity came on 15 minutes 
- when Maillia’s shot was saved by Lewis Ital- 
: jano before Italiano’s face was in the way to 
: save from Joe Gibbs. 


Maillia’s first goal came on 29 minutes to 


: open the scoring for the away side as he 
: rounded the goalkeeper before finishing. 

: Sydney then extended their lead on 39 minutes 
: through Joel Chianese as Brandon O'Neill's 
: headed clearance went straight up in the air, 
: which allowed Chianese to head home. 


Three minutes later Mallia had his second 


: and Sydney’s third as he blasted a 20-metre 
: strike into the back of the net after cutting in 
: from the right. 


The second-half continued as the first fin- 


© ished with Dimitri Petratos smashing home 
: after Storm Roux miss-kicked a Mallia cross. 

: Perth came back in, although they were four 
© goals down. Ndumba Makeche was the influ- 
: ence as he had a strike cleared off the line 
: before hitting the crossbar with a strong effort 
: on 68 minutes. 


Perth did pull one back on 76 minutes with 


: Alex Caniglia who curled home. 

: Five minutes later Glory was denied another 
: strike as Makeche’s header was cleared off 
: the line once again. 


Mallia then finished off Perth with his hat-trick 


: on 85 minutes after a goalmouth scramble. 
» Perth had one last chance for redemption 


Results 


CC Mariners 6:0 Melbourne Victory 
Brisbane Roar 3:2 AIS 
Perth Glory 2:5 Sydney FC 
Melbourne Heart 3:1 Newcastle Jets 
Gold Coast United 4:1 Adelaide United 


NYL Standings 


PWDLFADP 
1 CC Mariners 5311164 12 10 
2 Brisbane RoarFC 430111659 
3Melbourne Heat 43017619 
4 Perth Glory FC Cee a) ah al 7 
5 Sydney FC 42 esas 
6 Newcastle JetsFC 412167-15 
7 Adelaide United 411257-24 
8 Gold Coast United 41036 8 -23 
9AIS 310246 -23 


10 Melbourne Victory 40041 19-180 


Next Round 


19 Nov 11 3:00pm 
Gold Coast United Vs Melbourne Heart 
Owen Park, Southport 


19 Nov 11 4:30pm 
Adelaide United Vs Perth Glory 
Burton Park 


20 Nov 11 11:00am 
Central Coast Mariners Youth Vs AIS 
Pluim Park, Central Coast 


20 Nov 11 3:00pm 
Sydney FC Vs Melbourne Victory 
Leichhardt Oval, Sydney 


20 Nov 11 4:00pm 
Newcastle Jets FC Vs Brisbane Roar 
Adamstown Oval, Newcastle 


: through Makeche yet again but his strike was 
: saved and driven home by Byron Hudson. 5-2 
| it finished. 


: Reigning Champions Gold Coast United 
: have won their first game of the season by 
: defeating Adelaide United 4-1 at Owen Park 
: on Sunday. 


On 4 minutes the day didn’t start as the visi- 


© tors would have liked when Daniel Severino 
: smashed the crossbar. As the ball dropped 
© down on the line John Hall in goal was too late 
: as it trickled over the line. 

» Two minutes later Teeboy Kamara had a great 
: chance to grab an early equaliser but his shot 
: was put across the face of goal. 


On 10 minutes Mitch Bevan extended the 


home sides lead with a nice finish to make it 
: 2-0. 


Nine minutes before half-time Adelaide Cap- 


tain Allan Welsh forced Gold Coast ‘keeper 
| Jerrad Tyson to save well with a nicely hit 
free-kick. 


The hosts then made it 3-0 on 57 minutes 


: through Young Socceroo Jake Barker-Daish 
: who tapped home after Harold’s shot was 
: saved by Hall. 


Adelaide did get their consolation with Liam 


: Wooding curling a stunning strike on 84 min- 
© utes from long range. 

: Gold Coast however extended their lead back 
; to the three goal margin as Kwame Yeboah 
: made in 4-1. 


Zac Walker looks to someone in the grandstand as he celebrates his goal, which 
put Heart 3-2 ahead of the Jets. Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 


By Ann Odong 


Canberra United’s unbeaten start to the 
season has continued with solid 2 - 1 


win over Melbourne Victory in Week 4 of ~ 
the Westfield W-League. Acommanding : 
4-1 victory saw Sydney FC leapfrogged : 
Newcastle Jets into second spot while : 
the Brisbane Roar held on to prevail 2- 


1 over Adelaide United. 


Canberra United has increased their lead 
at the top of the ladder courtesy of a 2 
- 1 win over Melbourne Victory. Ashleigh 


Sykes struck for the second consecutive : 
week and Taryn Hemmings opened her W- : 
League account while, for the visitors, Ken- ; 


dall Fletcher gained a consolation goal. 
The home side started confidently with 
leading striker Michelle Heyman forcing 
Melbourne goalkeeper Brianna Davey 
to turn her low strike around the post for 
a corner. However, Victory were quick to 
respond with captain Jodie Taylor finding 
herself in space. Rounding Lydia Williams, 


albeit on an acute angle, Taylor disappoint- : 
ingly sent her strike across the goal face : 
with an empty net beckoning. Melbourne : 


kept up the attack with Stephanie Catley’s 
strike producing a smart save from Wil- 
liams on 15 minutes. Having survived the 
onslaught, the home side then hit the lead 
with their first real opening. Sally Shipard 
won the ball before releasing Ellyse Perry 
on the right. Perry's near post ball found 
Sykes who tucked it home. 


quickly but Catley and Katrina Gorry both 


over the crossbar. Six minutes from the 
break, the visitors were made to pay not 
taking their chances as Canberra took a 2 
- 0 lead. Forward Caitlin Munoz set up the 
chance when she spotted Hemmings track- 
ing to the back post. Never breaking her 


stride, Hemmings met Munoz’s pin point: 
pass on the half volley sweetly sending it 


into the top corner. 


Canberra took advantage of their half 


time lead after the restart with Heyman 
sending a curling effort from distance just 
wide of the far post. Undeterred, Vic- 
tory again went close to their opener but 
Taylor and Gorry were both denied in the 
67th minute by a brilliant double save from 
Williams. 


out in Canberra's half but the ladder lead- 
ers displayed their defensive credentials to 
hold out the fast finishing Melbourne. 


Sydney FC head into their season break 


in form after a scorching second half set: 
SFC girls celebrate. Photo: BEN NEVILLE 


In front of another bumper Newcastle : ~ 


up a 4-1 defeat of the previously un- 
beaten Newcastle Jets. 


crowd, the visitors signaled their intent 
with a positive start. Back wearing the 
captain's armband, Heather Garriock sent 
a dangerous cross in the box forcing Jets 
keeper Melissa Barbieri to punch clear. 
After the early scare the contest settled 


into a midfield battle with both defences . 


reigning supreme. Monnique Kofoed went : of the game. 


closest for the Jets early on when she fired: the t d ickl ded 
low from the edge of the area but Allison : Dee rembo a ie: Wale Sule ero 


Lipsher was equal to the task. On 41 min- 
utes Sarah Walsh looked to have open the 
scoring when she headed a cross only for it 
to be ruled out for offside. Minutes later Ko- 
foed’s effort found the back of the net only 


Melbourne eventual received : 
reward for their effort Fletcher received a : 
nicely weighted through ball just inside the: 
penalty box and finished across Williams. : 
The final 15 minutes saw the Victory camp 


for her to suffer the s same fate a as s Walsh. 
Nearing the break, the Jets received a 
body blow when a heavy collision between 
Lipsher and striker Lisa de Vanna ended 
in the latter being stretchered off. While 
De Vanna returned for several minutes on 
the half time whistle she was subbed out 


On the resumption of play Sydney stepped 


for it. Walsh found space on the right wing 
and supplied a dangerous cross on the six 
yard box. Barbieri attempted to collect the 
ball but the advancing Kylie Ledbrook got 
their first to pass it home into an empty net 


* and give Sydney the lead. In front, the Sky 


; Blues took full control of the match with si se- 
: nior members Ledbrook, Walsh, Garriock 
: and Rollason controlling proceedings. In 


the 57th minute they doubled their lead 


: when defender Slatyer slotted home a 
: loose ball from 18 yards out. 
: Caitlin Foord pounced to put Sydney out 


Super sub 


of sight as she took advantage of a sloppy 
back pass to round Barbieri and coolly tap 
home. Garriock capped off her great per- 


» formance in the 76th minute as her deep 
> cross was spilt by Barbieri when she land- 


ed heavily to into the open goal. Newcastle 


: eventually found a way through Andrews 


but it was too little too late. 


2-1 at Burton Park. 


missed by inches when her strike sailed 
wide to the left. Next it was it was Marijana 
Rajcic’s turn as her diving effort on goal 


was only diverted off course by defender : 
Laura Alleway for an Adelaide corner. After 
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Roar players celebrate after Gielnik’s shot at goal hits the post, ricocheting to the head of Ashley SPINA (12), who 


Again Melbourne looked to respond : 


_ headed it past Harvey and in for a goal. Photo: ADAM BUTLER 


squandered their chances by blazing high : 


The scoreboard shows the pain for the Jets. Photo: BEN NEVILLE 


: “riding their luck, Brisbane were clinical at 
A Clare Polkinghorne long range strike - 
and Ashley Spina’s header have helped ; 
Brisbane Roar to their first win of the : 
season as they downed Adelaide United 


the other end as in the 38th minute, Polk- 
inghorne unleashed from 25 yards out and 
the resulting shot deflected over the out- 
stretched arms of Reds’ goalkeeper Kristi 


: Harvey. The Roar captained looked to get 

It was a flat start to the encounter with = 
neither side really gaining the ascendency : 
and when it did pick up it was Adelaide who: 
fashioned the first chances. On the half : 
hour star Reds’ striker Racheal Quigley’s 


her second just minutes later as her well 
timed ball compelled a diving save from 
Harvey to keep the score line to 1 - 0 at 
half-time. 

Upon commencement of the second half, 


» the home side looked to quickly bring things 
: level but Donna Cockayne was denied by 


Roar’s stand in keeper Hoshimi Kishi. De- 
spite a number of half chances, Adelaide 
were unable to find that equaliser and on 


G al! 


Results 


Canberra United 2 (Ashleigh Sykes 24’, Taryn 
Hemmings 39’) 
Melbourne Victory 1 (Kendall Fletcher 78’) 


Newcastle Jets 1 (Andrew 86) 
Sydney FC 4 (Ledbrook 46, Slatyer 57, Foord 


64, Garriock 76) 


Adelaide United 1 (Rajcic 76) 
Brisbane Roar 2 (Polkinghorne 38, Spina 63) 


Perth Glory Vs Bye 


Standings 


PWDLFADP 
1 Canberra United FC 4400 1046 12 
2 Sydney FC 42117 437% 
3 Newcastle Jets FC 32017616 
4 Brisbane Roar Sida soe 
5 Melbourne Victory 31024403 
6 Perth Glory FC 310246 -23 


7Adelaide United FC 40043 11 -80 


Next Round 


19 Nov 11 3:00pm 
Canberra United Vs Newcastle Jets 
McKellar Park, Canberra 


19 Nov 11 4:00pm 
Perth Glory Vs Brisbane Roar 
6PR Stadium, Inglewood 


19 Nov 11 5:00pm 
Melbourne Victory Vs Adelaide United 


Veneto Club, Bulleen 


Sydney FC Vs Bye 


Monique Kofoed scores for 
the Jets. Photo: BEN NEVILLE 


: 63 minutes they went behind further. Emily 
- Gielnik produced a trademark close rang 
: shot to beat Harvey only to cannon into the 
' right post. Having retained the ball, Spina 
: found herself on the end of a lofted ball 
: to head home. Although down, Adelaide 
_ managed to work back into the match as 
» Kishi fumbled a cross allowing Rajcic finish 
: into an open net on 76 minutes. Then they 
: looked to draw level but with an open goal 
: beckoning, Cockayne made a meal of the 
© opportunity to make it 2-2. Still Adelaide 
~ pressed in the final minutes of the match 
- with numerous chances but Kishi did her 
: part with several big saves to give Brisbane 
all three points. 
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PREMIERSHIP 


By Matthew Montgomery 


North Melbourne FC v Brimbank FC (4-3) 

To open the action for round 3 of the 2011- 
12 NIKE V-League season saw the current 
league and cup holders, North Melbourne FC 
go head to head with Brimbank who were up 
for a mighty challenge. 

Without the creative presence of Fernando De 
Moraes and Tiago Priori, it was always going 
to be a difficult task for North to overcome the 
newly promoted Brimbank boys who have been 
playing with a new found sense of belief in the 
past few weeks, but their hopes of claiming all 
three points suffered a minor setback as giant 
striker, Mirza Pedic scored from long range to 
put the champs in front - although it should 
have been a routine save for keeper Muhamed 
Kuzucu, the young keeper soon made up for it 
denying wonderful strikes from Jon Barrientos 
and Alex Jankovic respectively. 
After completely dominating possession and 
twice hitting the post, North were left completely 
dumbfounded as Brimbank bobbed up from two 
brilliantly timed counter-attacks to take a sur- 
prise 2-1 lead as Arin Mesinovic and Emir Ameti 
scored late in the half. 
After the break, Hara Yoshinao restored order 
with a quick reply, showing some brilliant foot 
skills in the “D" only for Brimbank’s in-form 
player, Alija Karic to restore his sides narrow 
lead minutes later with a beautifully timed long 
range strike. 
could have almost been panic stations for 
North as Brimbank's confidence at getting a re- 
sult out of the game seem to grow and grow, but 
he champs weren't phased as they grew even 
stronger under pressure, with Adam Cooper and 
Alex Jankovic smashing the frame-work three 
imes between them and scoring the next two 
goals through Jason Barrientos and a stunning 
tee-kick from Cooper made sure that the dark 
blues 28-game unbeaten run was maintained. 
There was no doubt that Brimbank had put in 
a very encouraging display and will be fancying 
heir chances next week as they look to claim 
heir first win of the season against Fitzroy. 
North on the other hand will be hoping that ei- 
her Fernando or Tiago — or both - will return to 
he side to take on a red-hot Prahran side in what 
will surely be the match of the round when they 
lock horns at 8pm next week. 


FC Balwyn v FC Richmond (5-4) 

After coming off a disappointing loss to Es- 
sendon last week, the Balwyn management 
team had made a very big decision to re-call 
former goal keeper —- now manager - Mario 
Roza to replace the young Frano Saric who 
had arguably his worst performance in the 
V-League yet. 

After spending almost an entire season on the 
side-line, there was a lot of pressure on the 
veteran keeper as he looked to deflate a very 
pumped up Richmond unit after claiming their 
first point of the season in only their second out- 
ing last week, and the lads in yellow and black 
continued their impressive early season form, 
racing to a 2-0 lead with a well taken double from 
playmaker Guisseppe Amanoail. 
Richmond could have gone further in front if it 
weren't for some brilliant keeping from Roza who 
really had to be on his toes to deny two damag- 
ing strikes from Mo Alghorabi. 
he towering keepers efforts were soon reward- 
ed as Ivan Zilic and a Jaffar Al-Sari own goal go’ 
Balwyn back into the game and on level terms 
with only seconds before half time. 
lust as it seemed that Richmond were going to 
et yet another lead slip (as they did last week 
against Ashburton) goals from Alghorabi and 
Amanoail — who completed his hat-trick — re- 
instated their two goal lead mid-way into the 
inal half. 
Desperate to hold onto their lead, Richmond 
were defending doggedly, which in turn led to 
hem giving away a fifth foul penalty, but the ti- 
gers were let off the hook as Mo Tankir could no’ 
get his strike on target. Running out of time in a 
hurry, it was a tactical move from Balwyn man- 
ager Matt Obeid that changed the out-look of the 
game as he moved his usually ‘fixed’ defender in 
Tony Saric up front to score two quick goals and 
level the game. 
But there was more heartache yet to come for 
last seasons State league champions as Mark 


The Ashburton lads swamp match-winner, Sofiane Soufi after converting a penalty Essendon’s Andrew Nabbout 


after the final whistle. 
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Metro - his third in as many rounds. 


{ 


(L) on his way to yet another 4 goal haul against 


Saric streamed forward with seconds remain- 
ing to slide the ball under keeper, Chris Sage- 
wood for an extremely lucky win. Richmond 
will feel very hard-done by as they played the 
better futsal, but as Balwyn figured out last 
season.... you really need to make your own 
luck in the NIKE V-League premiership. 


Fitzroy FC v Pascoe Vale FC (0-9) 

The next clash on the card was one that 
was watched with great anticipation as 
Pascoe Vale’s former keeper Greg Lascaris 
— now of Fitzroy - went up against his old 
side for the first time. 

With Jose Portillo handing in an official trans- 
fer request to transfer to Brunswick, Fitzroy 
manager Manny Karas did not rest on his 
laurels as he made a like-for-like transfer of 
his own bringing in former Hume striker Dimi 
Vithoulkas. 

The royals would need all of the strike-force as 
they could get, with Pascoe Vale now boosting 
one of the greatest keepers the league has 
ever seen in Dianoosh Rasoulzadeh, scoring 
against the former champions was now made 
even more difficult. 
But scoring wasn't Fitzroy’s main aim as the 
first half got under way, simply putting four 
men behind the ball to soak up all of Pascoe 
Vale's constant forward pressure — taking their 
chance on the counter. 
Manny Karas could have shot Fitzroy into a 
shock lead mid-way through the opening half, 
but he rushed his shot in the ‘D’ and blasted 
over the bar. Almost immediately, Pascoe Vale 
lifted their intensity, racing to a 2-0 lead at the 
break with an own goal from Richie Ferguson 
and tap in from Brenno Polatti. 
After putting in a very disciplined defensive 
display in the first half, it seemed that the 
Fitzroy lads were quite content at holding the 
favourites to 2-0 and that their job was done! 
Well it certainly wasn’t as Pascoe Vale added 
six unanswered goals through Andre Caro, 
Joao Da Silva, Adam Husseini, Polatti (for 
his second), Mark Burton and Ernie Simsek 
to make this very talented Fitzroy squad look 
like amateurs. 
A late own goal from James Blackburn really 
summed up the royals night as they limped to 
the final whistle, making it only one win - vs. 
Richmond in round 1 — in three games. Pas- 
coe Vale on the other hand have gone from 
strength to strength since their extra time loss 
to North in the FOz cup final, scoring the most 
goals (26) and conceding the least (8) to be- 
come the in form team of the league and early 
season title favourites. 


Ashburton FC v CF Brunswick (7-6) 
The next game on the roster saw Ashburton 


take on Brunswick and with many changes : 
to both line-ups, the result was a complete : 


unknown to the healthy V-League crowd. 


Ashburton, who are still in a transitional phase: 
gave debuts to Tim Howard and French import : 
Sofiane Soufi. Brunswick had many changes ; 
of their own as captain Munya Nyadzayo (un- : 


available), Mathieu Piga and Danny Ngaluafe 


(suspension) were all absent from the reds : 


line-up, although Jason loanidis made a return 


along with the surprise inclusion of former Fitz- : 


roy striker Jose Portillo. 
The ‘green machine’ gifted the reds a dream 


start as Ravel Tavares deflected in a cross for: 
a soft own goal, only for team mate Leonardo : 
Correa to save his blushes with a quick double: 
resulting in a 2-1 lead. Brunswick's Jose Porti- : 
lo proved his inclusion was worthwhile to new : 


manager Nikos Ignatiadis as he also scored 


3-2. 


chine with Rodrigo and Correa both smashing 
he post, although Correa went one better than 


Not wanting to take any chances at losing 
heir narrow lead, the reds dynamo midfielder, 
Ruz Roslan scored a brace to really stamp 


nents — or so they thought. 
Any team who went 


seeds of doubt slowly cloud over the squad, 


would give Ashburton the spark they needed 
to find a way back into the game. 
After not making a huge impact in the second 


half, Frenchman Sofiane Soufi came off the : 


bench at 4-6 late in the half to put in one of the 
most dominating performances this season. 


Playing as a target, Soufi was able to hold off: 
the likes of Antonis Apostolakis - who is not : 
usually beaten with ease — to score the two : 


needed goals to equalise at 6-6. Soufi could 


have had four majors within a matter of min- : 


utes, but he was denied by the cross-bar on 
two occasions. 


With the result still up in the air, both teams: 


desperately pressing for a winner and the 


clock into it’s final seconds, Soufi was left 


wo stunning goals to claw back the lead at : 


It seemed after weeks of tinkering with the 
squad, Ashburton manager Morris Christiano: 
inally got his side ticking like a well oiled ma- : 


his Brazilian compatriot scoring his third of the: 
half. After being out played in large portions of 
he first half, Brunswick’s Mike Sharples snuck: 
his strike past Harry Kitharidis to somehow : 
go into the break with a one goal advantage : 


heir authority over their lowly ranked oppo- : 


(0 goals down to a qual- i 
ity side such as Brunswick would normally let : 


but a viscious toe poke from captain Mus Elorr : 


unmarked close to gaol and before he could 
strike was tackled with two feet from behind 
tom Apostolakis to earn the wily defender a 
red and gift Ashburton a 2nd spot penalty with 
en seconds remaining. 

Who else would you give the ball to at this 
moment than the man who could have had at 
least 5 goals to his name and was brimming 
with confidence? Who else but Soufi! The V- 


steel to convert the penalty off the left post, 
much to his team mates delight, immediately 
getting swamped. 

Although unlikely, it was a much needed win 
for Ashburton who face ‘Paco’ next week. 
Brunswick, who will be beside themselves will 
need to regroup, rebuild and quickly bounce 
back before their do or die encounter against 
Balwyn. 


The drama continued long into the night 
as the next encounter bore yet another 
dream match-up when Essendon went 
up against foot of the table Metropolitan 
in which former Essendon stalwart, Alex- 
ander Stevanovic lined up against his old 
side (which he scored over 350 goals in six 
seasons) for the first time! 

The opening passages of play all went ac- 
cording to plan for the sky blues as they tried 
to claim their first points of the season with 
Stevanovic settling the nerves with the open- 
ing goal, followed by majors from Tomo Grgic 
and Alija Redzepovic to make it a comfortable 
3-0 lead. 

Although Metro were in the lead, they weren’ 
necessarily ‘dominating’ play — as silly as tha 
sounds — with Essendon dominating posses- 
sion and the shot count, it was only a matter 
of time until the 2009 premiers opened their 
account and who else was going to score bu 
the two men that have been the reason for 
Essendon’s red-hot form in Vlado Zoric and 
Andrew Nabbout who scored a brace to leve' 
at 3-3 before the break. 

The second period opened in very differen 
circumstances to the first as both teams aimed 
to firm their defences. It took a first-class strike 
from beyond half way by none other than 
Metro keeper Damir Salcin to open the scor- 
ing, but it seemed that the peach of a strike 
would be the catalyst to the floodgates open- 
ing on his goal as Zoric bagged his second to 
yet again level the scores. 

As time continued to wither away, Alija 
Redzepovic gave his lads the best chance of 
claiming their first win of the season when he 
turned in Salcin’s strike at the back post, but 


league debutant stepped up with nerves of 


- toa5-1 lead. 


hat would be as close to the points as Metro 


: would get as Andrew Nabbout — for the third 
: week in a row — scored a double to take his 


match tally to a lazy 4 and a late goal from 
Diego Assaeda sealed the red third win of the 


: season. 


Joining Pascoe Vale as one of the inform 
leams in the league, Essendon will sense a 
major opportunity to make it four wins in as 
many games when they line up against Mick- 
leham. Metropolitan on the other hand will 
have to really dig deep to find the answers 
hey need to kick-start their season when they 
lake on the very dangerous and more than 


: capable Richmond. 


FC Prahran v Mickleham FC (6-2) 


' To wrap up the night, Prahran and Mickle- 


ham went toe to toe in a game which could 
have - or should have — had a prime time 


; game slot. 


After receiving a red card in the opening 
round, Heo Tran made a return to the Prahran 
line up, where Mickleham saw Kire Ristevski, 
Ryan Filipovic and Jamie Tran — who replaced 
Baz Fezjulovski in goals — made their first ap- 
pearances in the 2011-12 season. The first 
half was a very tightly contested affair as both 


» sides had plenty of chances to score. 


Prahran were the ones who took their chanc- 


: eS as goals from Clint Mogoai and Maxi Avram 
: gave them a narrow 2-1 lead over Mickleham 


who had a Jacob Colosimo free-kick to thank 


© for being in with a chance at half time. 


The Prahran lads could have extended their 
lead quite easily only for Marcus Barbosa 


: and Avram’s efforts to be denied by the post. 


A brace from Mogoai and a single from Bar- 
bosa to open the second half signalled that 
Prahran were going to improve on their first 
half as they took all their early chances, going 


The defensive partnership of Mogoai and 
Resit Culculoglu made sure that Mickleham 


: stood no chance of making a comeback, only 
: a Jacob Colosimo 2nd spot penalty could pen- 
: etrate past keeper Michael Chami who was 
: solid all night. Marcus Barbosa’s second of the 


night capped off the 6-2 scoreline for Prahran 


~ who after their opening round loss to Balwyn 


have won their last two games and have really 


: started to play some beautiful and free-flowing 
: futsal. But next week, all will be revealed as 
: to how far Prahran has actually developed as 
: a ‘team’ when they take on North Melbourne 


who have not been in the best form of late, but 
they are still undefeated in 28 games! It will be 


“one that the entire futsal community can’t wait 


to see the result of! 


V-League Standings 


PWODL F A GD Pts 
1 Pascoe Vale FC 33 0 026 6 167 
2 FC Essendon 3.3 0 024015 oeo 
3 North Melbourne FC 3 3 0 0 15: 10aee 
4 FC Prahran 320 121 10 116 
5 FC Balwyn 320 11415 -1 6 
6 Ashburton FC 311 11 19a eee 
7 CF Brunswick 3 10 2 15:20)-3m3 
8 Fitzroy FC 310 2 12 1h oe 
9 Brimbank FC 3.0 1 2 12°17 2h 
10 FC Richmond 30 1 211 1h oe 
11 Mickleham FC 3012 9 tei 
12 Metropolitan FC 30 0 3 13 25-1210 
Round Three RESULTS 
Wed 16th Nov 
+ 6:30 North Melbourne FC vBrimbankFC 4-3 
+ 7:15 FC Balwyn v FC Richmond 5-4 
+ 8:00 Fitzroy FC v Pascoe Vale FC 0-9 
- 8:45 Ashburton FC v CF Brunswick 7-6 
+ 9:30 FC Essendon v Metropolitan FC 7-5 
+ 10:15 FC Prahran v Mickleham FC 6-2 


Wed 22nd Nov 


- 6:30 FC Essendon v Mickleham FC 

- 7:15 Ashburton FC v Pascoe Vale FC 

- 8:00 FC Prahran v North Melbourne FC 
- 8:45 Fitzroy FC v Brimbank FC 

+ 9:30 FC Richmond v Metropolitan FC 

- 10:15 FC Balwyn v CF Brunswick 


FOz Cup Top Goal 


1) A. Nabbout FCE 12 
2) M. Avram FCP 9 
3) J. Da Silva PVFC 8 


4) Jason. Barrientos NorthFC 6 


Catch 
The Futbol Town Show 
every Tuesday 7pm on C31 and 


C44Digital 
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Outh/Americanscene) 


Much of the action this past week 
turned to international duty with 
most domestic and cup action on 
hold across the Latin American con- 
tinent. 

The week of World Cup qualifiers be- 
gan early Saturday with the last two fix- 
ture rounds for the year. It was Buenos 
Aires the setting, the Monumental or 
River Plate stadium where Argentina 
hosted Bolivia. 

Things were going as normal, Argenti- 
na dominated midfield and possession 
while the visitors held themselves at the 
back with their clear inferiority to their 
much more high-profile rivals but Mar- 
celo Moreno Martins had other ideas, 
robbing the ball off defender Martin 
Demichelis to put Bolivia ahead. 

Jeers were heard all around the sta- 
dium and all eyes were on Lionel Messi 
to lift up the team. Somehow, a goal by 
Gonzalo Higuain was controversially 
disallowed and it took Ezequiel Lavezzi 
to put Argentina on the scoreboard, 1-1 
and the surprise result of the round. 

Coach Alejandro Sabella admitted 
it was a below par performance and 
things needed to change for their trip 
away in Barranquilla to Colombia. That 
match was played on Wednesday as 
Messi and Agtiero stood up to the oc- 
casion and lifted the albiceleste to a 
valuable 2-1 win over the famous cof- 
fee makers in a rainy, wet and humid 
Metropolitano stadium in the Carib- 
bean port city. 


Van Gaal set for Ajax return 


| Sergio Agliero jubilant for Argentina over his last-gasp winner against Colombia in a 
hot, wet and humid match in Barranquilla on Wednesday 


Relief after all as Matias Campos Toro seals victory for Chile over Paraguay on 
Wednesday putting a very difficult and disappointing week behind them. 


Colombia got off to a flyer just before 


- half-time opening up their account with 
: a shot from Carlos Pabén which de- 
: flected Javier Mascherano. It was an 
: ordinary Argentina but they came up : 
: with the goods. 


Leonel Alvarez, Colombia’s coach has 


: a number of youth and up-and-coming 
talent to his disposal. Their football is at 
: times very attractive, offensive but are 
- lacking with some frailties at the back. 
: This cost them the match to Argentina 
- as Messi dribbled in between the de- 
: fensive lines, as did Venezuela in their 
: match at the same ground in Barran- 
: quilla on Saturday which ended 1-1. 

: In the dying minutes, Frank Feltscher_ : 
: put the Venezuelans level by squeezing 
: himself onto a hapless back-pass and 
: Slotting the ball past goalkeeper David 
: Ospina. Porto midfielder, Fredy Guarin 
- - who came off injured put Colombia 
: ahead with a thrilling shot from over 30 
: yards. A disappointing two rounds for : 
: Colombia with just a single point. 


Venezuela are still on a high after 


: Suarez charged 


their hard-fought win over Argentina 
last month, and following their away 
draw to Colombia faced lowly Bolivia at 
home in San Cristobal. 

The match however was a tight af- 


of defender Oswaldo Vizcarrondo from 


: a set-piece corner kick just before the 
half hour to put César Farias’ men up: 


level at the top of the standings in joint 
second spot behind group leaders Uru- 
guay and with Argentina. 

Their current form goes to show that 


: Venezuela are no fluke after their trium- 
phant fourth-place showing earlier this: 


year in the Copa América. 

Talking about set-pieces, Paraguay 
are the dead-ball specialists and they 
had a up-and-down turn of results. On 


fighting Ecuador at home in Asuncién 
at the always-tricky Defensores del 
Chaco stadium. 

Two picture-perfect, identical set 
pieces from two corner kicks was all it 
took for Francisco “Chiqui” Arce’s side 


: Hiddink leaves Turkey post 


_ to dispose Ecuador with Victor Ayala 
: executing his trademark dead-balls for 
| Cristian Riveros and defender Dario 
: Verén to twice put the ball past goal- 
: keeper Maximo Banguera. 

fair, only managing to score courtesy 


Alate consolation was scored by Joao 


: Rojas with a stunning header on stop- 
' page time. 


Four days later, Paraguay flew to 


: Santiago to visit a bruised and bat- 
: tered Chilean side that got humiliated 
‘at the historical Centenario stadium 
: in Montevideo by Luis Suarez and his 
» Uruguayan side. 


The scoreboard must have read Luis 


Uruguay on Wednesday flew to 


: Rome to play Italy in an international 
» friendly taking full advantage of their 
' bye fixture as well as their number of 
» foreign-based players in Europe, get- 
© ting the single goal by Malaga forward 
_ Sebastian Fernandez for the win at the 


» coach Claudio Borghi - 
: 5 of his players for turning up late to 
- the team hotel and in an “inadequate 
_ state”, the loss to Uruguay was just too 
: much to handle. 


Stadio Olimpico. 
Back to Chile, after a tough week for 
suspending 


A desperate win was needed against 


' Paraguay at the Nacional stadium in 
: Santiago where Paraguay tried time 
: and time again to break down Chile’s 
: defence up in the air, sending in long 
: balls but goalkeeper Claudio Bravo this 
: time was up to the task, leaving behind 
: his mistakes against Uruguay behind. 

| Suarez 4 - Chile 0 as the Liverpool for- 
: ward tore a slow and sluggish Chilean 
- defence in an inspiring win for Oscar 
: Washington Tabarez’s side. 

Saturday, they hosted a gallant, and : 


Just before the half-hour, Pablo Con- 


_ treras - the veteran defender who plays 
: with Greek club PAOK Salonika leaped 
: up to score a header and release a lot 
: of tension and pressure off their shoul- 
: ders. Alexis Sanchez was also back to 
: add that spice up front. 


Substitute Matias Campos Toro made 


: it 2-0 with five minutes to go capping 
a heroic victory over Paraguay and 
much-needed three points for Chile. 


: Beckham not in Capello plans 


Both sides had already played and 
beated Ecuador and Peru respectively 


: as they played each other in Quito, the 


Ecuadorean capital, early Wednesday. 
Peru, coming off their bye fixture on 


: Saturday looked to have struggled a 
: bit as Ecuador made their home pres- 


ence felt, grabbing the three points in 


: a match that was marred by incidents 


after the full-time whistle. 
Two goals in the last 20 minutes of 


: play from veteran Edison Méndez and 
: Cristian Benitez was enough to seal 


the win for Ecuador. 


: There will be no qualifying action until 
: June of next year so plenty of time to 


re-gather, call-up fresh faces who will 
be in-form and continue the journey for 


© Brazil 2014. 


: Follow me on Twitter: 
: Twitter.com/FrancisFields 


: Flamengo deny Ronaldinho sale 


Former Bayern Munich coach 
Louis van Gaal will return to 
Ajax in a general director role 
next year, the Eredivisie cham- 
pions have announced. 

The 60-year-old was sacked 
by Bayern last season after 
guiding them to the 2009/10 
Bundesliga title as well as the 
Champions League final in the 
same season. 


to complete a re-shuffled board 
as technical and financial direc- 
tor respectively. 

Van Gaal returns to Ajax for 

a third stint having enjoyed an 
illustrious career in the Dutch 
capital. 

He began his coaching career 
in Amsterdam in 1991 before 
leading Ajax to a UEFA Cup in 
1992 and a Champions League 
three years later. 
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: Luis Suarez has been charged over 
allegations he racially abused Patrice 
» Evra in Liverpool's hosting of Man- 

- chester United in October. 

: The English FA released a statement 
' on Wednesday confirming they had 

: charged Liverpool forward Suarez 

' with racial conduct, stating: “It is al- 

_ leged that Suarez used abusive and/ 
» or insulting words and/or behaviour 

: towards Manchester United's Patrice 
Former player Danny Blind and : 
Martin Sturkenboom are in line : 


Evra contrary to FA rules.” 
“It is further alleged that this included 


: areference to the ethnic origin and/or 
: colour and/or race of Patrice Evra.” 

: Liverpool have issued their own 

: statement in reaction to the charge, 

: announcing Uruguay striker Suarez 

» would contest the charges: “We will 

: discuss the matter fully with him when 
_ (Suarez) returns from international 

» duty, but he will plead not guilty to the 
' charge and we expect him to request 
: a personal hearing.” 


La lonica 


- The Turkish Football Federation 

' have announced they have parted 

: company with national team coach 

© Guus Hiddink. 

The Dutchman was appointed in 

' August 2010 with the aim of qualifying 
© for Euro 2012 but failed in his objec- 

: tive, after Croatia proved to be too 

: much of an obstacle in the playoffs 

: with a 3-0 aggregate win. 


“After negotiations between Guus 


: Hiddink and the Turkish Football Fed- 
: eration’s board of directors, an agree- 
: ment has been reached to terminate 

» Guus Hiddink’s contract by mutual 

: consent,” a statement on the official 

| TFF website read on Wednesday. 


“We would like to thank Guus Hiddink 


: for his work with Turkey and wish him 
‘all the best for the future.” 


Hiddink, 65, coached Netherlands, 


: South Korea, Australia and Russia 

: before taking the reigns at Turkey. 

' At club level, he has been at the helm 
' of PSV, Fenerbahce, Valencia, Real 

: Madrid and Chelsea. 


lestpac 


Official Strips 


' Flamengo sporting director Luiz 

: Augusto Veloso said he is unaware of 
: Panathinaikos’ desire to lure Ronald- 
_ inho to Greece. 


Aspokesperson for potential new 


: Panathinaikos owner Sultan bin 
: Abdul-Aziz Al Saud said on Tuesday 


that the former Barcelona star will be 


: in Greece by the end of the year to 
: sign with the Athens giants. 


But Veloso said the Greek side have 
not yet approached Flamengo to 


| discuss a potential transfer. 


“We haven't heard anything from 


: them. We are only aware of this story 
: because of the international media,” 
: the Flamengo director told ESPN. 


“For now, there’s nothing to this 


: story. It's nothing but speculation. If 
: itbecomes concrete, it’s up to the 
"president to deal with it.” 


“| have had direct contact with 


: Ronaldinho and he is very happy in 
© Rio and so is his family. We are very 
: pleased to have him at Flamengo.” 


- England manager Fabio Capello says 
: he has no intention of selecting former : 
_ captain David Beckham in his squad. 


Beckham missed out on the Italian's 


2010 World Cup team because of an 
: Achilles injury but did fly out to South 
_ Africa in an off-field role. 


The LA Galaxy midfielder said last 


: week he still has desires of represent- 
- ing his country, but he may have to 
"wait until Capello leaves after Euro 

: 2012, and at the age of 36 that could 

© limit future opportunities. 


When Capello was asked about 


: Beckham being part of his off-field 

: setup or being selected for Euro 2012, 
: he told Sky Sports News: “No, | think 

: he will only be involved in the Olympic 
» Games. | don’t know. | have time to 

_ decide. Is he in my plans now? No.” 


The 36-year-old Beckham has won 


- 116 international caps with his last 

' appearance coming in a win against 

: Belarus in late 2009. 

' He is, however, expected to be part of 
* the London Olympic Games squad. 


Lippi plans coaching return 
Former Italy boss Marcello Lippi 
wants to return to coaching and is ea- 


: ger to take charge of a national team 


before the 2014 World Cup in Brazil. 
Lippi, 63, guided Italy to glory at the 


2006 World Cup, but was unable to 


repeat that feat at last year’s tourna- 
ment in South Africa as the Azzurri 


crashed out in the group stage. 


“| had a lot of success. But the last 


World Cup was not a success. | took 
: one year off, fora mental break. Now 


| want to start my work again,” Lippi 


said at the Aspire4Sport conference. 


“However, | don’t want to go back to 


a club. | want to go back to national 

: team football to build a new national 

: team and work at another World Cup, 
' say in 2014.” 


“In the life of a coach, in fact in any 
kind of work, there are not only good 
moments but also bad moments. 


There are highs and lows.” 


Lippi enjoyed his most successful 


: stint at Juventus and also coached 


Inter, Napoli and Atalanta. 


~) 
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James Holland (AZ Alkmaar) Sasa Ognenovski (Seongnam) Adrian Zahra (Melbourne Heart) 


Cameron Watson (Adelaide Unted) Jack Hingert (Brisbane Roar) Nick Kalmar (Melbourne Heart) Mitch Langerak (Borussia Dortmund) 
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City to test high flying Magpies 
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Newcastle United is set to face 
their toughest test of the season 
as they meet Manchester City at 
the Etihad Stadium in clash where 
one team may earn their first loss 
of the season. 

Currently in third position of the table, 
Newcastle United’s undefeated streak 
spans fourteen matches as their last 
defeat in the Premier League came to 
Liverpool on May ‘st last season. 

Manchester City will go into the 
game with issues off the field as the 
Carlos Tevez scandal continues. Te- 
vez was due to return to training by 
Monday but was nowhere to be seen 
with talks between the club and his 
representatives taking place. 

A Tevez spokesperson told the Tele- 
graph, “Over the weekend there have 
been a series of meetings and confer- 
ence calls.” 

“Carlos is still in Argentina. However, 
both sides are in agreement that they 
want a resolution as quickly and as 
smoothly as possible. Discussions 
will probably be ongoing for the fore- 
seeable future.” 

Meanwhile Manchester City may be 
on their way down to Australia as re- 
ported by Michael Lynch and Michael 
Gleeson in The Age. 

Manchester City could host a match 
at their major sponsors ground, the 
Etihad Stadium in Melbourne with an 
A-League club such as Melbourne 
Victory or Melbourne Heart the most 
likely opponents. 

The game is likely to occur in early 
June with Manchester City likely not 


to be at full strength due to the upcom- 
ing European Champions in late June 
and the mid May finish of the English 
Premier League and European Cham- 
pions League. 

The Premier Leagues marquee clash 

of the weekend sees Chelsea host Liv- 
erpool at Stamford Bridge. 
Chelsea’s influential midfielder Frank 
Lampard will go into the game full of 
confidence after scoring the only goal 
as England defeated world champions 
Spain in a friendly. 

Meanwhile Chelsea and England Cap- 
tain John Terry has come out and faced 
the media for the first time since the ra- 
cial incident with QPR defender Anton 
Ferdinand, however he was unable to 
answer direct questions over the row. 

Chelsea's woes with racial incidents 
continue as they have begun investiga- 
tions after an executive club member 
claimed that a fan called Chelsea strik- 
er Daniel Sturridge a “monkey” during 
a Champions League tie against Genk 
on November ‘st . 

Liverpool is expected to be a tough 
test for Chelsea as inform striker Luis 
Suarez scored four goals for Uruguay 


against Chile in a World Cup qualifier. 
Despite being ruled out of the inter- 
national friendly against Italy by Uru- 
guay manager Oscar Tabarez, Luis 
Suarez is expected to feature against 
Chelsea. 

Second of the table Manchester 

United visit Swansea City at the Liber- 
ty Stadium and will be without striker 
Michael Owen who will be out until 
Christmas after suffering a thigh injury 
in the return Champions League tie 
against Romanians Otelul Galati. 
Inform Arsenal also have an away trip 
as they travel to Carrow Road to face 
Norwich City who have only lost one 
match at home this season. 
Former club captain Cesc Fabregas 
said that Arsenal may struggle keep- 
ing inform striker Robin Van Persie at 
the club. 

“| don’t know if they will keep him,” 
Fabregas said. “It is his decision. At 
his age, if he wants to move, it will be 
his last chance and if he wants to stay 
he will stay and retire at Arsenal. We 
will see what he decides but he’s been 
very loyal to Arsenal for a few years. 
He is a key player, the fans love him. 


For me, he is the role model of Arse- 
nal, the star player and they cannot 
afford to lose him.” 

Cross town rivals Tottenham are cur- 
rently on an eight match undefeated 
streak in the Premier League and 
host Aston Villa at White Hart Lane on 
Tuesday morning. 

Harry Redknapp may return to the 
touchline for Tottenham after he had 
a successful heart surgery. 

The weekend also sees the two 

bottom sides take battle as Wigan 
Athletic host Blackburn Rovers at the 
DW Stadium. 
Wigan currently sits on the bottom 
of the table, just one point behind 
Blackburn. Their five points from 11 
games is their worst start to a Pre- 
mier League campaign as they look 
to continue being the only team never 
relegated from the top flight of English 
football. 

In other matches Tim Cahill’s Ever- 
ton host Wolverhampton, Queens 
Park Rangers visit Stoke City, Ful- 
ham travel to Sunderland and West 
Bromwich Albion face Bolton at the 
Hawthorns. 
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Euro Parliament joins 
UEFA calls for action 
on match-fixing 


The European Parliament has 
backed all of UEFA’s key aims in the 
areas of betting and match-fixing. 
The vote at the European Parliament 
plenary session in Strasbourg adds 
a significant voice to UEFA’s efforts 
to combat match-fixing in football. 

UEFA President Michel Platini said: “I 
am delighted with this report and would 
like to congratulate the European Par- 
liament for standing firmly on UEFA's 
side and against the criminal powers 
that orchestrate match-fixing in Europe. 
Through working together we can put 
a stop to the biggest threat facing the 
future of sport in Europe.” 

The resolution voted through on 
Wednesday by the MEPs calls for mea- 
sures to protect the integrity of sport 
through cross-border cooperation be- 
tween sport organisations and relevant 
public bodies. Importantly, it recognises 
the added value an EU-wide approach 
can have in the area of online betting. 
The MEPs also specifically recommend 
penalising betting fraud as a criminal 
offence throughout Europe. 

The European Parliament's resolution 
on online gambling calls for the recog- 
nition of sport organisation’s property 
rights to their competitions through a 
fair financial return from betting or- 
ganisations. France is the first country 
in Europe to have enshrined this right 
into law. 

Ultimately this property right ensures 
cooperation between sport organisers 
and betting companies, which leads 
to more transparency, better monitor- 
ing and control mechanisms, and can 
help to fight money laundering through 
betting. 

The European Commission adopted 
a Green Paper on Online Gambling in 
the Internal Market in March this year, 
which launched a consultation process 
on, amongst other points, match-fixing. 
The resolution voted through sets out 
the European Parliament's position on 


the Commission's green paper. 

The European Parliament is the latest 
political body to join UEFA's efforts to 
combat matchfixing. 

The Council of Europe adopted a res- 
olution on match-fixing in September. 
President Platini also addressed the 
European sports ministers on the sub- 
ject at their meeting in Krakow in Octo- 
ber. The Polish Presidency of the EU 
aims to have combating match-fixing 
included in the EU Council conclusions 
later this 
year. 


Wanna bet? UEFA chief Michel 
Platini welcomes the backing of 
the European Parliament in its 
quest to combat match fixing. 


CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE 


By Matthew Galea 


The Champions League returns 
next week with more Group Stage 
action, as Matchday Five slowly 


approaches after the latest round: 


of international fixtures. 


played in the group stage for all 


as a host of teams look to secure 
their progression to the Final 16, or 
keep their chances of qualification, 
either for the knockout phases of 
the Champions League or the latter 
stages of the Europa League, alive. 


ly contested group, with three teams 
holding a real chance of qualification 
for the knock out phases of what is 
widely considered as the world’s, 
not just the continent's, premier club 
completion. 

As it stands, Bayern Munich look 
the favourites to take out the group, 
but Manchester City are lurking omi- 
nously behind the German giants. 
City face a tough Napoli outfit, who 
were perhaps unlucky not to beat 
the Citizens in Manchester, whilst 
FC Bayern will look to seal qualifi- 
cation with a win over Villareal who 


have yet to pick up a point and have 
: draw or a win, the second qualifica- 


- tion spot will be decided on the final 
» matchday, when Ajax will welcome 


only managed to score one goal in 
four Champions League fixtures. 

It is just as interesting in Group 
B, with all four team remaining in 
contention for knockout Champions 
League football. Inter top the group 


. onnine points, and look like they will 
_ Stay there, but CSKA Moscow and 


Turkish outfit Tranzonspor both sit 
on five points with Lille still only one 
game off a qualifying place with two 


points. Inter will play Tranzonspor 
in Turkey, hoping to seal qualifica- 
With only two games left to be — tion and top spot, whilst Lille play 
- a must win game in Russia against 


the teams involved, this upcoming - Moscow. 


round of fixtures will prove pivotal : 


In Group C, Manchester United will 
look to cement their position at the 
top of the table by beating Benfica 
at Old Trafford. United's poor start to 


_ their Champions League campaign 
- means that the task has become a 
: little more complicated than original- 
Group Ais perhaps the most keen- _ ly hoped, and FC Basel are also in 
- contention sitting on five points, only 


- three behind Benfica and United. 


Basel will look to take all three points 
from pointless Otelul Galati. 
Real Madrid are the only team in 


: the competition with a perfect re- 
‘ cord, having won all four games 
_ they have played in the competition 
» thus far. They have already guaran- 
- teed qualification to the next round 


with that form, but a win against 
Dinamo Zagreb in Madrid will seal 
top spot for one of the competition 
favourites. Ajax can also seal qualifi- 


: cation by defeating challengers Lyon 


in France. Should Lyon manage a 


Real Madrid, and Lyon will travel to 
Croatia. 
In Group E, qualification favourites 


NE $78 


: Chelsea and Bayern Leverkusen will 

_ look to take points off each other in 

» the race for first place in Germany. 

: Awin for Chelsea will guarantee the 

- London side qualification, but a win 

- for Leverkusen would open up quali- 
fication for Leverkusen, Valencia and 

_ Chelsea on the final day. KRC Genk; 
: lag some way behind, but they could 
- still have a big say in who qualifies 
» and who doesn’t. They will travel to 
- Valencia on Matchday Five. 


Arsenal will welcome a desperate 


- Borussia Dortmund to the Emirates 
- on Matchday Five. A win for Arsenal 
: would secure qualification to the next 
© round, but would end Dortmund’s 
- hopes, meaning the Germans will 
: need to take at least a point from: 
: Arsene Wenger's Gunners, who | 
- have finally hit some devastating 
- domestic form. Should Marseille win 
‘at home against Olympiacos how- 


: Clash of the Titans takes place this week in the UEFA Champions 
_ League as Milan hosts Barcelona in a football fan’s wet dream. 


' ever, not even a point for Dortmund 
* will be enough. Marseille have been 
» impressive, particularly in defence 
: with goalkeeper Steven Mandanda 
: standing out, and Olympiacos have 
: their work cut out if they want to 
: keep their European hopes alive. 


In Group G, surprise package 


- APOEL FC currently lead the way, 
- remaining undefeated thus far in 
' this seasons Champions League 
: campaign. There is still enough 
: time for the scenario to turn on its 
: head and FC Porto will look to se- 
- cure three points against strugglers 
: Shakhtar Donetsk in the Ukraine as 
' the top two teams, APOEL and FC 
: Zenit St Petersburg play each other 


in Russia. 
All has already been settled in 


: Group H it would seem, with Barce- 
: lona having sealed qualification in 
: the last round of Champions League 


UCL Groups approach pivotal stage 


UEFA Champions League - Match Day 5 


GroupA PWDLFAGDPts 


1B Munich 4 3 1 0 8 3 510 
2ManCity 42116427 
3Napli 41216515 
4 Villarreal 400 4 1 9-8 0 
Napoli v Man. City 

Bayern Munich v Villarreal 
GroupB PWDLFAGDPts 
1 Inter 43016429 
2CSKA 41217525 
3Trabzons 4 121 2 4-25 
4 Lille 402246-22 


CSKA Moskva v Lille 
Trabzonspor v Internazionale 


GroupC PWDLFAGDPts 
1ManUtd 42208448 
2Benfca 42205238 
3FC Basel 412167-15 
4Galai 400417-60 


Otelul Galati v Basel 
Man. United v Benfica 


GroupD PWDLFAGDPts 
1RMadrid 4 4 0 01001012 


2 Ajax ARVO & 7 
3 Lyon 41122644 
4Zagreb 400409 -90 


Real Madrid v Dinamo Zagreb 
Lyon v Ajax 


GroupE PWDLFAGDPts 
1 Chelsea 4 2 20 
2Leverkus 4 2 
3 Valencia 4 


g) 

5 

1 5 

4Genk 40 1 


if i 
0256-16 
24 Al 
2218-72 
Leverkusen v Chelsea 
Valencia v Genk 


Group F 
1Arsenal 4 2 
2 Marseille 4 2 
3 Dortmund 4 1 
4 Olympia 4 1 


Arsenal v Dortmund 
Marseille v Olympiacos 


GroupG PWD 
1APOEL 4 2 
2 Zenit 
3 Porto 


LFA 
064 
ie 
257 
4 Shakhtar 246 


2 
421 
411 
402 


Zenit v APOEL 
Shakhtar Donetsk v Porto 


GroupH PWDLFAGDPts 
1 Barcelona4 3 1 013 21110 
2AC Milan 42207348 
3BATE 4022 29-72 
4Viktoria 4013 19-81 
BATE v Pizeh 

AC Milan v Barcelona 


fixtures, whilst AC Milan are through 
on all but mathematics. With two 
games remaining, they sit six points 
ahead of third placed FC BATE Bori- 
sov. Milan will welcome the champi- 
ons of Europe to the San Siro and 
will hope to show once again that 


: they are capable of taking points o 
' Pep Guardiola’s men, as they did a 
© the Nou Camp on Matchday One 
' FC BATE will welcome FC Viktorie 
_ Plzen as the two teams fight it ou 
for a spot in the latter stages of the 
' Europa League. 


© 


SERIEA 


y 2011-2012 


| 


Serie A was on hiatus on the week- ; 
end as the national team took centre © 
stage. Italy disposed of Euro 2012 : 
co-host Poland on Friday, but lost : 
1-0 against Copa America Champion : 
Uruguay on Tuesday. Elsewhere, a ; 
Serie B promotion hopeful sacked © 
its coach following another poor : 


result. 


Italy went into the two friendly matches: 
with a number of injuries, notably that of 
strikers Sebastian Giovinco, Giuseppe ° 
Rossi and Antonio Cassano. With the : 
latter duo expected to be missing for up: 
to six months, others have the chance : 
to step up and impress Cesare Pran- : 
» throughout but were unable to land 


delli. 


Mario Balotelli did just that, notching : 
his first international goal with a curling 
effort in the first half in Poland. Giam- : 
paolo Pazzini poked in the second as _: 
Gianluigi Buffon saved a late penalty to © 
: defeat was Italy's first in six matches 


ensure it ended 2-0. 


Prandelli noted afterwards: “It is im- : 
portant to continue maintaining our : 
balance. Poland are a strong team, : 
and we could not initially find the break- : 
through, but as the minutes passed we : 
were able to find more opportunities, : 
: Clearly one cannot be entirely positive 


and we played well overall.” 


The tactician replaced Pazzini with 
Pablo Osvaldo versus the South Ameri- : 
cans, as well as full-backs Christian 
Maggio and Federico Balzaretti for : 
Ignazio Abate and Domenico Criscito : 
respectively. Buffon’s appearance was_: 
his 112th, equalling the legendary shot- : 


Sebastian Fernandez of Uruguay celebrates with team- 
mates after scoring the winner between Italy and Uruguay. 


stopper Dino Zoff. The duo is third in 
the all-time Italian cap list, behind Fa- 
bio Cannavaro and Paolo Maldini. 
The only goal arrived in just the third 
minute as diminutive striker Sebastian 
Fernandez fired past Buffon. Italy, un- 
like in Poland, controlled proceedings 


the killer blow. Osvaldo and Balot- 
elli were guilty of missing chances, as 
was Balzaretti in the second half. The 
Azzurri found Uruguay custodian Fer- 
nando Muslera in irresistible form. The 


and first at home since a friendly loss 
to Croatia in 2006. 

Buffon stated the team can still be 
proud: “Unfortunately we didn’t get 
the win, but everyone can be proud of 
the performance and effort we put in. 


after a defeat, but it’s also true to say 
we held the initiative for 90 minutes 
and had many chances to draw level, 
so there was some good among the 
bad.” 

Serie B was in action last weekend, 
but it was a black day for Sampdoria. 


: Struggling for consistency this season, | 
: the promotion favourite sacked Gianlu- 
- caAtzori after a 1-0 home defeat at the : 
: hands of Vicenza. The visitors came : 
into the match in 21st position on the © 
ladder but Samp was unable to break : 
down a stubborn defence after falling | 
behind. They have won just twice at : 
: home in eight matches and have con- : 
' firmed Giuseppe lachini as their new : 


- boss. 


lando Bianchi, sent-off for an errant el- 


bow. High-flying Pescara and Padova - 
also drew, while Verona and Reggina : 


secured last-gasp victories. 


: Juventus outlined their compensa- 
: tion bid to the Regional Administrative : 
: Court in Lazio as it relates to calcio- - 
: poli damages. The club is seeking over | 
: €400 million “for minor revenue, brand ° 

depreciation, opportunity and chance : 

losses, costs and expenses” from the 


Italian Football Federation (FIGC). 


Staying in Turin, Alessandro Del Piero 


: has declared his desire to continue 


- League leaders Torino were held to 
» a 1-1 draw by Bari, but will have to go : 
three matches without Captain Ro- : 


playing until he is 40. His contract with 
Juventus will not be renewed at the 
end of the current season, opening the 
door to an overseas adventure. Finally, 
there is good news for Gennaro Gat- 
tuso, who is making progress following 
his eye injury. The combative midfield- 
er featured in a training match for Milan 
earlier in the week. 

This weekend sees the resumption of 
Serie A and the pick of the round 12 ac- 
tion is in Florence, where Delio Rossi 
has a tough start on the bench at the 
Stadio Artemio Franchi. His Fiorentina 
will host in-form Milan, winner of their 
last five domestic encounters. Alexan- 
dre Pato, who has netted in this fixture 
for the past three seasons, is set to 
return from injury. 

Those clubs affected by the postponed 
matches in round 11 all enjoy home 
advantage, with Napoli entertaining 
joint leaders Lazio. Despite upcoming 
European commitments, both will be at 
full strength for this crucial clash, which 
last season was the game of the year 
and ended 4-3 to Napoli. 

Juventus is hoping Andrea Barzagli 
returns in time to take on former club 
Palermo, but they will be favourites 
against a Rosanero outfit which has 
not yet scored away from home. Da- 
vide Ballardini’s reign at Cagliari starts 
against Inter in Milan. The struggling 
Nerazzurri will be desperate for the 
three points to finally get their season 
going, while Genoa hosts Novara, 
who have faded badly after a positive 
opening to the campaign. The visitors 
are finding the adjustment to Serie A 
difficult. 

Elsewhere, Bologna will look to heap 
more misery on bottom side Cesena 
as Catania seeks a return to the win- 
ners list against Chievo. High-flying 
Udinese travels to Parma and Siena is 
aiming to consolidate their league posi- 
tion at home against Atalanta. Finally, 
Roma will be expecting back-to-back 
wins when they host Lecce. 


goalweekly.com 


Week 


gzall 


© combined total of 6 international goals 
: have been scored. The answer may 
: lie elsewhere. 
: Soldado scored 25 La Liga goals 
: in the 2010-2011 season, and has 


Valencia’s Roberto 


' already scored 8 goals in the 2011- 


Pepe Lopez 
Spain’s surprise | 
underpar showing 


An unusually poor showing by . 
Spain over two International 
Friendly fixtures this past week 
has raised more questions for 
Spanish National Coach Vicente 
Del Bosque than answers. 
Following up Spain’s 1-0 loss to Eng- 
land at Wembley Stadium in London 
on Sunday, Spain were again on the 
road, half way across the world to 
Costa Rica at Ricardo Saprissa Stadi- 
um, and if it were not for a last minute 
goal by Spain’s David Villa to steal a 
2-2 draw, Spain would have lost their 
second consecutive match in 3 days. 
Villa, who now has scored over 50 in- 
ternational goals, is being relied upon 
by Spain as the only consistent goal 
scoring option leading into Euro2012, 
with Fernando Torres all but written 
off as first choice forward for the tour- 
nament with poor form for both club 
and country ever since his 50 Million 
Pound transfer from Liverpool FC to 
Chelsea FC in the English Premier: 
League in January 2011. 

Del Bosque’s other goal scoring op- 
tions lie in Barcelona's Pedro, who 
missed both games due to a recent 
ankle injury and Malaga’s 20 Million 
Euro signing Santi Cazorla, who was 
limited to cameo appearances in the 
past two fixtures for Spain. However, 
between these two options, only a 


» 2012 season. Soldado represented 


Spain at all youth levels, scoring a 
total of 26 goals at these youth levels. 
Surprisingly, Soldado has only made 


: a couple of full senior appearances, 
: back in 2007, his next international 
: cap is long overdue. 


Despite dominating possession 


- against England, Spain were left to 
' tue missed chances on goal, with 
- Cesc Fabregas wasting a couple of 
- late opportunities and David Villa 
: hitting the post all in the final fifteen 
: minutes. Spanish Coach Vicente Del 
- Bosque had this to say about a defen- 
- sive counter-attacking opponent; “I’m 
: a bit disappointed and almost angry 
» that we didn’t win the game. 

: But | can take lots of positives. We 
' took the initiative, we held the initia- 
: tive, we didn’t let England get out of 
' their half. We just missed that skillful 
: defining moment. England carried out 
: the manager’s orders to the absolute 
: letter. The tactical plan was carried 
- out perfectly, but our style of football 
: is totally different.” 


The mood of the Spanish National 


- Coach however changed somewhat 
: after the performance against Costa 
- Rica, where sloppy defending by vet- 
: erans Iker Casillas and Carles Puyol 
: allowed Costa Rica to jump to first 
- half 2-0 lead; “Costa Rica played bet- 
- ter than us... They defended very well 
: and were successful in their play. In 
: today’s game, you cannot undervalue 
any rivals. Costa Rica were an exem- 
: plary opponent and you must never 
. think that you beat anyone easily.” It 
: may just be time for Spain to promote 


some new faces to their squad. 


Alex Milic 


Serbia 

The national team played two friendly 
matches since they failed to qualify for 
the European Championships and did 
not take part in the Play-Offs a trip to 
Central America was on the cards for 
Caretaker Manager Radovan Curcic. 

The expedition into the Americas failed 
as Serbia lost to Mexico 2:0 and to Hon- 
duras 2:0. What did they learn from the 
wo friendlies? A certain amount of players 
should not wear the national jersey again! 

There will be elections in the Serbian FA 
this month with the favourite being current 
President Tomislav Karadzic to retain his 
position. He said the federation should 
wait in naming a new Manager until the 
elections are over despite board members 
wanting to name a new manager as soon 
as possible. 

The front runner for the vacant Serbian 
managerial position is former star Sinisa 
Mihajlovic who was recently sacked by 
italian Serie A side Fiorentina, the main 
reason for his sacking was apparently 


for a fresh approach and Sinisa had no 
wrong doing. Another man linked to the 
job is Milovan Rajevac who led Ghana to 
a Quarter Final at last year’s World Cup. 
He was sacked by Qatar last month due to 
poor performances. 

The Serbia U/21 side continued to per- 
form well in Euro 2013 Qualifiers as they 
took all three points in a 2:0 away win 
against Northern Ireland. Goals to Sasa 
Markovic and Nemanja Gudelj in the last 
ten minutes gave Serbia a huge win which 
now puts them on top of Group 4 with 
three points more than Denmark. 

The U21s are managed by former Bon- 
nyrigg White Eagles player Aleksandar 
Jankovic who also had a spell in charge 
of Red Star Belgrade a couple of seasons 
ago. He is considered the most talented 
manager in Serbian football. 

In Round 12 of the Serbian SuperLiga 
league leaders Partizan are at home to 
Borac Cacak with three new points for the 
Serbian Champions expected. Arch rivals 
and second placed Red Star is on the 
road to mid-table Jagodina. The two front- 
runners will meet in the ‘Eternal Derby’ in 
Round 13. 


Croatia 

The Croatian National team will be 
amongst the 16 best sides on the old 
continent as they qualified impressive- 
ly following a 3:0 aggregate win over 
Turkey in the Euro 2012 Play-Offs. 


Darijo Srna 


Slaven Bilic’s men showed real charac- 


ter in the first leg in Istanbul not allowing ; 


their opponents any real chances and 
punished the Turks with quick fire counter 
attacks. Ivica Olic and Mario Mandzukic 
opened the scoring for the Croats in the 


first half and Vedran Corluka added a third: 


at the start of the second to all but confirm 
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. Croatia’s spot in next year’s finals. 

The second leg was just a formality 
: ending goalless in Zagreb. The defeat 
: has signalled to the end of Gus Hiddink’s 
© reign of Turkey Manager. 

' Croatia has now played in every Europe- 
an Championships since independence 
- bar one as they failed to qualify for Euro 


2000 having gone into the qualifiers as : 
the Third best side in the World. 

Their best performance at a European 
Championships was reaching the Quarter: 
Finals on two occasions, first in their de- 
but at Euro 1996 in England where they 
lost out to eventual winners Germany 2:1 
and in Switzerland and Australia three : 
years ago when they were knocked out : 
on penalties in an epic match against 
Turkey. The Play-Off win gave the side ; 
closure for their cruel exit at Euro 2008. 

“We knew that Turkey had nothing to 
lose in Zagreb. We had our chances, we 
attacked more than the Turks and we fully: 
deserved to be at next year’s finals. We 
showed that this team has character and 
that we are at our best when we function 
as a family. We cannot wait for the finals: 
and we expect to do go one step further 
than last time.” Croatia Captain Darijo : 
Srna said. 

Next year’s finals will be the third former 
Melbourne Knights defender Joe Simunic 
will play at. The tall defender was euphoric: 
after Qualifying for the tournament which 
will be held in Poland and Ukraine. 

“Qualification for the finals would have : 
been impossible of all 11 players didn’t 
fight as one. Every single player did 
their job to the highest level and this is : 
why we are going to the finals next year : 
where we could do great things. Since we 
have qualified | expect the critics have a 
good look at themselves, they constantly | 


abused the team, the manager and the 


: federation and now that we have qualified 


they expect it to be forgotten. We showed 
how to play in the national jersey and we 
did it as a collective, | would like to thank 
everyone who believed in us.” 

Joe Simunic said. Croatia will be seeded 
in pot three alongside Portugal, Sweden 
and former winners Greece. 

Bosnia and Montenegro failed to qualify 
after aggregate losses. Bosnia came into 


: the second leg with a neutral result af. 


ter the first leg in Zenica ended 0:0. The 
Bosnians were upbeat going into the 2nd 
leg in Lisbon but were outclassed by a 
superior opponent. The Portuguese led 
by Ronaldo thrashed the Bosnians 6:2. I 


: is the second time Portugal has got the 


better of Bosnia in a Play-Off for a major 
ournament; Ronaldo and co. overcame 
he Bosnians in a World Cup Play-off two 


: years ago. 


Montenegro were unlucky to lose 2:0 
in Prague after creating many chances 
hey came into the second leg needing to 
score twice and by doing so not allow the 
Czechs to find the net. However it proved 
‘00 much for the Montenegrins who lost 
he second leg in Podgorica 1:0. It wil 
be a very important learning curve for a 
side playing their first European Cham- 
pionships Qualifying campaign. With the 
major highlights being two draws with 
England who they will meet once again 
during 2014 World Cup Qualifiers. 
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Friday 18th November 2011 


Last5games Last5games Last5games 
P WODLFE A GD Pts _ Most recent first P W DL F A GD Pts_ Most recent first P W DL F A GD Pts __ postrecent first 
1 Manchester City 110 1 0 39 10 +29 31 WWWWW 1 Real Madrid 19 1 1 39 7 «+432 28 WWWWW 1 Udinese 106 3 1 13 4 +9 21 WWLWD 
2Manchester United 11 8 2 1 28 12 +16 26 WWLDW 2 Barcelona 17 4 0 34 6 +28 25 DWWDW 2 Lazio 106 3 1 16 8 +8 21 #WWDWW 
3 Newcastle United 17 4 0 7 8 +9 2 WWWDW 3 Valencia 17 3 1 «17 9 «+48 24 WWWDD 3 Milan 106 2 2 23 14 +9 20 WWWWW 
4 Chelsea 17 1 3 24 15 +9 22 WLLWW 4 Levante 17 2 2 17 9 «+8 2 LLWWW 4 Juventus 95 4 0 4% 7 +8 19 WWDDW 
STottenham Hotspur 10 7 1 0 2 21 15 +6 22 WWWDW 5 Sevilla 14 61 1 8 +3 18 #DLDDW 5 Palermo 105 1 4 14 12 +2 16 WLWLL 
6 Liverpool MSS 4 20 18 10 4 WDD 6 Malaga iio) 2 4° 12 14-2 AW 6 Napoli 94 2 3 13 7 +6 14 #2LWDLW 
7 Arsenal 16 1 4 2 21 +2 19 WWWWL 7 Espanyol 15 15 9 13 4 16 # DLWWW 7 Roma 104 2 4 13 11 +2 14 WLLWL 
8 Aston Villa 13 6 2 1 15 +1 15 WDLLW 8RayoVallecano 114 3 4 14 13 +4 «15 WLWWL 8 Catania 103 5 2 12 16 4 14 LWDDW 
9 Norwich City 13 4 4 1 18 - 13 LDDWL 9 Athletic Club 13 5 3 17 14 + «14 « 4DDWDW 9 Siena 103 4 3 12 8 +4 13 LWDWD 
10 Swansea City 13 4 4 «12 #15 -3 13 DWDLW 10 Osasuna 13 5 3 14 24 +410 14 LWDWL 40 Cagliari f0ea 4. 3 99 «(410) =) 43 DDD 
MW QueensParkRa.. 11 3 3 5 10 20 -10 12 LLWDL (1 AtléticoMadrid 11 3 4 4 «14 «+14 «+0 13 LWLDD 41 Genoa es 3) 8 13) 12 +1 (OuWiDIDNe 
12 Stoke City 173093 5 8 19 -11 12 LLLWL 12 Real Betis Ho 7 fe we Sw LIL 12 Atalanta 105 3 2 13 12 +1 12 WLDWD 
13Wolverhampton... 11 3 2 6 12 18 -6 11 WLDLL 13 Villarreal He 6 ¢ 0 mW 8 4 DWLLD 13 Fiorentina 103 3 4 10 9 + 12 LWLDD 
14WestBromwich... 11 3 2 6 9 16 -7 11 LLWWD 14 Getafe 12 4 5 12 17 6 10 WLDDD 14 Chievo 1093) 3) 4 8) 41-3) 12 WI 
15 Sunderland 12 4 5 14 13 +1 10 LDWLD 15 Mallorca He 25 2G 42 0 Dllow 15 Parma 104 0 6 12 18 6 12 LWLLW 
16 Fulham 12 4 5 14 15 -1 10 LWLLW 16RealZaragoza 112 4 5 12 22 -10 10 DLLLW 16 Bologna 103 1 6 9 16 7 #10 LWWLW 
17 Everton 103 1 6 1 15 4 10 LLWLL 17SportingGijon 11 2 3 6 10 16 6 9 DDWWL 17Intenazionae 9 2 2 5 1 16 -5 8 LDWLL 
18 Bolton Wanderers 11 3 0 8 «8618 «27 -8 9 WLLWL 18RacingSantander 111 6 4 #7 #15 8 Q DWDLL 18 Lecce M2 26 8 @G 4 8B WDLLD 
(9Blackburn Rovers 11 1 3 7 13 24 -11 6 LDLDL 19 Granada nHeoG 2 fm 8 9 DWLLD 19 Novara Oi 25 2 ®O F F LDDLL 
20 Wigan Athletic 110 2 8 7 2 -13 5 LLLLL 20RealSociedad 112 2 7 9 18 9 8 LLLDL 20 Cesena OO a 7 8 w a0 5 LLDLD 
> =a 
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Last5games Last5games 
P WD LFA GD Pts sostrecont fist P WDLEA GD Pts sostrecentfvst P WODLF A GD Pts wostrcontit 
1BayemMiinchen 129 1 2 32 4 +28 28 WWLWD 1AZ 12101 1 2 8 +2031 WWWDW 4 Rangers 144122 0 30 6 +24 38 WWWODW 
2BorussiaDormund 12 7 2 3 26 9 +17 23 WDWWW 2 Twente 127 4 1 32 12 +20 25 WDDWD 2Celtic 138 2 3 2 13 +12 26 WDWDL 
3WerderBremen 127 2 3 23 16 +7 23 WWODLL 3 PSV 127 4 1 33 14 +1925 WDDWW 3 Motherwell 448 2 4 18 17 +1 26 LWDWW 
4BoussiaMgia... 127 2 3 15 9 +6 23 WWLODL 4 Vitesse 126 3 3 18 12 +6 21 #\LWDWD 4St.Johnstone 135 4 4 15 11 +4 19 LDWWL 
5 Schalke 04 127 1 4 224 18 +6 22 DWWLW 5 Ajax 125 5 2 32 2 +12 20 LWDDL 5HeartofMidlo.. 145 4 5 13 9 +4 19 DLLWW 
6 Hannover 96 125 4 3 16 17 - 19 DLWLW 6 Heerenveen 125 5 2 2 19 +6 20 WWWDD 6 St. Mirren dads) 5 12 13-1 DWI 
7 Stuttgart 125 3 4 18 12 +6 18 #LDDWW 7 Groningen 125 3 4 22 18 +4 18 DWDLW 7 Kilmarnock 43 6 5 19 24 6 15 LWDDL 
8BayerLeverkusen 125 3 4 15 16 -1 18 DWLDW 8 Feyenoord 125 3 4 21 17 +4 «18 LLDWL 8 Dundee United 143 5 6 2 2 6 14 LWDLL 
9 Hoffenheim 125 2 5 15 13 +2 17 DLWLD 9 Heracles 124 4 4 18 18 +0 16 LLWWW 9 Hibernian 3 4 7 eB eh LOW 
10 Hertha BSC 124 4 4 16 17 -~ 16 LWDLW 10 NAC Breda 125 1 6 18 19 -- 16 WWLWL 10DunfermlineAt.. 13 3 4 6 14 27 -13 13 WLODLL 
11 Kéln 125 1 6 2 2 6 16 LWLWL 11 Utrecht 124 3 5 22 22 +0 15 WLLLW 11 Aberdeen 133 3 7 13 16 -3 12 LLWWL 
12Kaisersiauten 123 4 5 10 15 -6§ 13 DDWWL 12RKCWaalwjk 124 2 6 12 19 -7 14 ODLLLL 12InvemessCT 143 3 8 19 28 -9 12 WLDLW 
13 Wolfsburg 124 1 7 15 2 -10 13 LLDWL 13 NEC way wae 4 WLLL 
14 Mainz 05 123 3 6 16 2 -7 12 WLDLD 14ADODenHaag 124 1 7 14 24 -10 13 LLWLW 
15 Niiberg f2e3y 3) G6) 13) 20) -78 12 eI a 15 Roda JC 124 0 8 15 33 -18 12 LLLWW 
16HamburgerSV 122 4 6 15 25 -10 10 DDDWL 16DeGraafschap 122 3 7 11 26 -15 9 LLWDL 
17 Freiburg d2esut 6) 16) 27) 11 10mm TIAN, 17 VW Bi 4 7 Dai x DLWLL 
18 Augsburg O11 & OF ) Ww ah 8 LLDWL 18 Excelsior Bi 3 8 7 Ba 6 DWLLD 
PWD L F A GD Peace PWDLF A GD PeQ,e P WD L F A GD Pts speresmrn 
Most recent first f Most recent first ; Most recent first 
1 Southampton 1613 2 37 #17 +2036 WWWDW 1 Charlton Athletic 1712 4 1 39 14 +2540 WWWWL 4 Southend United 17 122 3 33 15 +18 38 ~WWWWD 
2 West Ham United 169 4 3 28 13 +1531 WDWWL 2HuddersfieldTown 17 9 8 O 35 14 +21 35 DWDWW 2 Crawley Town 17 130 3 «34 «23 +11 36 ~=DDWWW 
3 Middlesbrough 168 6 2 2 12 +8 30 WWLWL 3 Sheffield Wedn.... 17 10 3 4 31 23 +8 33 DWLWD 3CheltenhamTown 17 10 2 5 24 17 +7 32 WWLWW 
4 Cardiff City 167 6 3 2 20 +9 27 WWDWL 4MiltonKeynesDons 17 8 6 3 30 17 +13 30 WWLDD 4 Shrewsbury Town 79 4 4 2 17 +6 31 WDWDL 
5 Blackpool 167 4 5 2% 19 +7 25 WWLLW 5 Sheffield United 178 5 4 31 22 +9 29 LDWDW 5 Morecambe 178 6 3 34 17 +17 30 DWDWD 
6 Crystal Palace 167 4 5 18 14 +4 25 LDDWW 6 Notts County 1778 4 5 30 23 +7 28 DLDDW 6 Swindon Town 79 2 6 #2 15 +229 WDWWW 
7 Leeds United 167 4 5 2% 2 + 25 WLDLW 7 Stevenage 177 5 5 24 18 +6 26 WWWDW 7 Oxford United 178 5 4 26 16 +10 29 LWWLD 
8 Derby County 16% 93° 6) 22) 23) =i) 24 EVIE) 8 Tranmere Rovers ‘7% 5 5 19° 16> 43) e26 es DIWIVVI 8 Burton Albion 178 5 4 2 22 +4 29 WLWWL 
9 Hull City 167 3 5 14 15 -- 24 LLWWD 9 Brentford 1777 5 5 20 18 +2 26 DWLDD 9 Gillingham 1778 3 6 31 24 +7 27 WLLWW 
10Brighton&Hov.. 166 5 5 19 17 +2 23 WLDLD 10 Carlisle United 77 5 5 24 27 -3 2 DDWLW 10 Port Vale 1777 4 6 32 26 +6 25 LLWLW 
11 PeterboroughU... 16 7 1 8 32 29 +3 22 WLLLW 11 Colchester United 17 5 8 4 25 24 +1 23 DWODLD 11 AFC Wimbledon iam 4 6 26) 31) -SeechmeDIDINIae 
12 Leicester City 166 4 6 2 19 1 22 LWLLW 12Hartlepool United 16 6 5 5 22 24 -2 23 DLLWL 12 Torquay United 176 6 5 28 2 +3 24 WWWLL 
13 Birmingham City 136 3 4 18 14 +4 21 LDWWW 13PrestonNorthEnd 16 7 2 7 31 34 -3 23 LLDLL 13MacclesfieldTown 17 7 3 7 19 17 +2 24 LLWWD 
14 Reading 165 6 5 16 15 +1 21 WLDDD 14 Oldham Athletic 6 4 7 22) 27-5 ODDIE 14Rotherham United 17 6 6 5 30 29 +1 24 WDDDL 
15 Ipswich Town 156 2 7 21 27 6) 20 NNREINWiO 15 Bury 176 3 8 20 2 - 21 WLDWL 15 Aldershot Town 177 2 8 2 20 +2 23 LWWWL 
16 Portsmouth 165 4 7 19 18 + 19 WDLWL 16AFC Bournemouth 17 5 4 8 21 26 -5 19 WWDLD 16 Bristol Rovers 1776 3 8 2 2 6 21 LWLLW 
17 Millwall 164 6 6 19 18 + 18 LWWWD 17 Scunthorpe United 17 3 9 5 23 25 -2 18 LWDDD 17Accrington Stanley 17 4 7 6 16 22 -6 19 WDLLL 
18 Burnley 15 3 7 2 2 -3 18 LLWWL 18 Leyton Orient 74 6 7 19 28 9 18 DWDDW 18CreweAlexanda «17: 6 «1:=«10:«19:«26«-7:«19:«~LLWLW 
19 Barnsley 164 6 6 17 21 -4 18 LWLLW 19 Exeter City 74 4 9 15 28 -13 146 DDWWL 19 Hereford United 174 5 8 14 28 -14 17 DLWWW 
20NottinghamForest 16 5 2 9 15 27 -12 17 LWLWW 20 Walsall 173 6 8 16 21 - 15 DLLLW 20NorthamptonTown 17 4 4 9 20 28 -8 16 LDLLL 
21 Watford 164 4 8 15 26 -11 16 LWWLL 21 Rochdale won 0 @ @ 468 LiDLD 21 Bradford City ST: ey A?) 
22 Bristol City 163 4 9 14 27 -13 13° WDWLL 22 Chesterfield 1734 40) 21 31) 10a DDIM 22Dagenham&Red.. 17 4 1 12 15 30 -15 13° LLLLL 
23 Coventry City G2 0 f WW 2 ah ® LiLoli 23Wycombe Wanderers 17 3 4 10 17 27 -10 13 DLLLW 23 Bamet me 8 WW MW SF i 78 LLL 
24DoncasterRovers 16 3 3 10 13 28 -15 12 WLODLL 24 Yeovil Town 1772 6 9 18 28 -10 12 DLDDL 24 Plymouth Argyle v2 3 2 8 8 eo DILL 
uper League que | ae Premeira Liga 
P WD L F A GD Pig) ,cesmaameny P WDLFA GD Pts __,iastegames PWD L F A GD Pts sscrredinist 
1 Panathinaikos 7 6 1 0 19 7 +12 19 WWWWD 4PSG 139 3 1 26 11 «+15 30 DWWWW 1 Porto 10 7 3 0 2 5 +20 24 DWWWD 
2Olympiakos Piraeus 7 5 2 O 16 9 +7 17 WDWDW 2 Montpellier eS 3) BF es ay Se or DWWWD 2 Benfica 10 7 3 0 23 10 +13 24 DWWWD 
3 Atromitos 8 4 4 0 10 6 +4 16 WWDWD 3 Lille We 8 V @ We a Be DDWWW 3 Sporting CP Wy 4 24 10 +1423 WWWWW 
4 AEK Athens 8 4 4 38 13 43 40° 13) ISWISDI AOlympiquelyon 137 2 4 21 15 +6 23 LWLWL 4 Maritimo i) te 4) 16 #11 +5 21 WDWDW 
5 OFI Yoo 3 1 1 8 3 12) WIDE 5StadeRennes 136 4 3 22 16 +6 22 DLWWL 5 Sporting Braga 5 4 1 #1 4 49 19 (DBE 
6 Panaitolikos een 2" 2: 19) 7 +2 11 DWLDW 6 Toulouse qe 2 kB Gel eo LWDDL 6 Olhanense 1073 4 3 10° «10: +0) ise DEI 
7 PAOK 93) 2 4 10 40) +07 DIDS 7 Lorient Me & 2 Wa em 2 an WLDLW 7 Académica 10.4 4 #5 14 15-1 13 B BSW 
8 PAS Giannina % 23 2 8 8 40) oO EDIWIDIM 8 Olympique Mars... 13 4 6 3 17 14 «+3 #18 +#=WWWODD 8 Gil Vicente 102 5 3 10 16 6 11 DDLDW 
9 Ergotelis Omens 94 9) 13-4469 DWLDL 9 Caen me 2 bh wa Wm of ae WLLDD 9 Vitoria Setubal OMeSeee 25. 7 14-7 14 DLLWL 
40 Xanthi 9 2 2 5 1 44 3) (sei 40 Saint-Etienne aia & 4 ae We ) ai DLWWD 10 Vitoria Guimaraes 10 3 1 #6 14 14 +0 10° WIWIEIEIE 
11 Panionios 992 2 5 9 13 4) (8 SEPEDIE 11 Sochaux 134 5 4 2 2 45 17 WDDLW 11 Beira-Mar 1052) 4 4 16) 6) 0 CSE) 
12 Asteras Tripolis Gab ek es 7 4 6 WLDDL 42 Auxerre 933 6 4 #19 18 «+1 «15 WLLLD 12 Nacional 103° 1 6 «466 20 -14 10 LWLWL 
13 Aris ie (Wh 2b eee 9 -5 4 LLDDD 43 Evian TG no 7% 2h a iG Se DWDLD 13 Unido de Leiria 10°93 0) 7 ‘1 19 -8) so Wii 
14 Kerkyra Y ®@ 2 8 & 13° -8) 2S EDS 144 Bordeaux ao 7 Ge We =) ae DWDLD 14 Rio Ave HOM 2a 2) 36) 29) 12-3 8 WLWLD 
15 Doxa Dramas Oo 0 @ @ 0 +0 0 15 Brest wa 8 eB Wee Ww af ap LWDDD 15 Pacos de Ferreira 1002-4 7 410 21) 117 ISIE 
16 Levadiakos vo 0 0 0 @ 0 @ 16Valenciennes 132 5 6 13 14 -1 11 DDLWL 16 Feirense (Wer ey aie ail if (LIL ILIIL 
17 Nice 132 5 6 12 14 2 1 #4LDLWD 
18 Nancy 132 5 6 10 16 6 11 + ##WLWLD 
19 Dijon 3 2 8 1 @ 46 WH LILLD 
20 Ajaccio Bd € 8 iM a 46 7 LLLLD 


Wednesday, 16 November 2011 
FIFA World Cup African Qualifying 
Ethiopia 5-0 Somalia 


Tuesday, 15 November 2011 
FIFA World Cup African Qualifying 
Burundi 2-1 Lesotho 

Congo 1-1 Sao Tome e Principe 
Congo DR 5-1 Swaziland 

Kenya 4-0 Seychelles 

Madagascar 2-1 Equatorial Guinea 
Mozambique 4-1 Comoros 
Namibia 4-0 Djibouti 

Rwanda 3-1 Eritrea 

Tanzania 0-1 Chad 

Togo 1-0 Guinea-Bissau 


European Championship Qualifying 
Croatia 0-0 Turkey (agg 3-0) 
Montenegro 0-1 Czech Republic 

(agg 0-3) 

Portugal 6-2 Bosnia-Hercegovina 
(agg 6-2) 

Rep of Ireland 1-1 Estonia (agg 5-1) 


International Match 
Costa Rica 2-2 Spain 
Denmark 2-1 Finland 
England 1-0 Sweden 
France 0-0 Belgium 


Germany 3-0 Netherlands 
Greece 1-3 Romania 
Honduras 2-0 Serbia 

Italy 0-1 Uruguay 
Luxembourg 0-1 Switzerland 
Macedonia 0-0 Albania 
Poland 2-1 Hungary 
Slovenia 2-3 USA 

Ukraine 2-1 Austria 


Monday, 14 November 2011 
International Match 
Brazil 2-0 Egypt 


Sunday, 13 November 2011 
The FA Cup - 3rd Round 

FC Halifax 0-4 Charlton 
Morecambe 1-2 Sheffield Wed 


Saturday, 12 November 2011 
FIFA World Cup African Qualifying 
Somalia 0-0 Ethiopia 


The FA Cup - 3rd Round 

AFC Totton 8-1 Bradford PA 
AFC Wimbledon 0-0 Scunthorpe 
Alfreton Town 0-4 Carlisle 
Barrow 1-2 Rotherham 

Blyth Spartans 0-2 Gateshead 
Bournemouth 3-3 Gillingham 


Bradford 1-0 Rochdale 
Brentford 1-0 Basingstoke 
Bristol Rovers 3-1 Corby 

Bury 0-2 Crawley Town 
Chelmsford 4-0 AFC Telford 
Chesterfield 1-3 Torquay 
Crewe 1-4 Colchester 

Dag & Red 1-1 Bath City 

East Thurrock 0-3 Macclesfield 
Exeter 1-1 Walsall 

Fleetwood Town 2-0 Wycombe 
Hartlepool 0-1 Stevenage 
Hereford 0-3 Yeovil 

Hinckley Utd 2-2 Tamworth 
Leyton Orient 3-0 Bromley 
Luton 1-0 Northampton 
Maidenhead Utd 1-1 Aldershot 
MK Dons 6-0 Nantwich Town 
Newport County 0-1 Shrewsbury 
Notts County 4-1 Accrington Stanley 
Oldham 3-1 Burton Albion 
Plymouth 3-3 Stourbridge 

Port Vale 0-0 Grimsby 

Preston 0-0 Southend 
Redbridge 0-0 Oxford City 
Salisbury 3-1 Arlesey 

Sheffield Utd 3-0 Oxford Utd 
Southport 1-2 Barnet 

Sutton Utd 1-0 Kettering 
Swindon 4-1 Huddersfield 


Tranmere 0-1 Cheltenham 


Scottish First Division 
Livingston 1-0 Hamilton 

Morton 1-2 Dundee 

Queen of South 0-0 Partick Thistle 
Raith Rovers 0-1 Ayr 

Ross County 3-1 Falkirk 


Scottish Second Division 
Airdrie Utd 4-4 Forfar 

Brechin 1-4 Albion 

Cowdenbeath 2-0 Stenhousemuir 
Dumbarton 3-0 East Fife 

Stirling 0-1 Arbroath 


Scottish Third Division 
Berwick 2-0 Queen's Park 
Clyde 0-0 Annan Athletic 
East Stirling 1-1 Elgin 
Peterhead 1-1 Alloa 
Stranraer 4-4 Montrose 


International Match 
England 1-0 Spain 

Mexico 2-0 Serbia 

Panama 2-0 Costa Rica 
South Africa 1-1 Ivory Coast 
Wales 4-1 Norway 


Friday 18th November 2011 


1. Six years ago yesterday, 
Australia qualified for the 
2006 World Cup with a 
penalty shootout win over 
Uruguay. Who was the only 
Socceroo to miss from the 
penalty spot? 


2. With which VPL side did 
Kevin Muscat begin his play- 
ing career?? 


3. What was Tim Cahill’s last 
club prior to joining Everton 
in 2004? 


4. What is the socceroos 
highest ever FIFA Ranking? 


5. Newcastle Jets play their 
home matches at which 
stadium? 


6. Who is the player with the 
most appearances for the 
Socceroos and how many 
has he made? 


7. Who was recently 
suspended for making 
inappropriate comments on 


Twitter? 


8. True or False? Australia is 
the only ever nation to score 
3 goals in the last 8 minutes 
of a World Cup finals match 


9. Melbourne Heart’s three 
goals last week were all 
scored by ex-Victory players. 
Name the other ex-Victory 
players registered with Heart, 
that did not play last week 
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Saturday, 19 November 2011 
AC Ajaccio v Caen 

Dijon v Bordeaux 

Evian Thonon Gaillar v Lorient 
Lyon v Rennes 

Nice v St Etienne 

Toulouse v Lille 

Montpellier v Marseille 
Sunday, 20 November 2011 
Brest v Sochaux 
Valenciennes v Auxerre 

Paris SG v Nancy 


Friday, 18 November 2011 

FC Kaiserslautern v Bayer Leverkusen 
Saturday, 19 November 2011 
Borussia M’gladbach v Werder Bremen 
Cologne v Mainz 

SC Freiburg v Hertha Berlin 

Schalke 04 v Nuremberg 

Wolfsburg v Hannover 96 

Bayern Munich v Borussia Dortmund 
Sunday, 20 November 2011 

VB Stuttgart v Augsburg 

Hamburg v TSG Hoffenheim 


Saturday, 19 November 2011 
Inter Milan v Cagliari 
Fiorentina v AC Milan 

Napoli v Lazio 

Sunday, 20 November 2011 
Bologna v Cesena 

Catania v Chievo 

Genoa v Novara 

Juventus v Palermo 

Parma v Udinese 

Siena v Atalanta 

Roma v Lecce 


Saturday, 19 November 2011 
Norwich v Arsenal 

Everton v Wolverhampton 
Man City v Newcastle 

Stoke v QPR 

Sunderland v Fulham 

West Brom v Bolton 

Wigan v Blackburn 

Swansea v Man Utd 
Sunday, 20 November 2011 
Chelsea v Liverpool 
Monday, 21 November 2011 
Tottenham v Aston Villa 


Saturday, 19 November 2011 
Burnley v Leeds 

Barnsley v Doncaster 
Birmingham v Peterborough 
Coventry v West Ham 

Derby v Hull 

Middlesbrough v Blackpool 
Nott'm Forest v Ipswich 
Reading v Cardiff 
Southampton v Brighton 
Watford v Portsmouth 
Sunday, 20 November 2011 
Millwall v Bristol City 
Leicester v Crystal Palace 


Saturday, 19 November 2011 
nverness CT v Celtic 

Aberdeen v Motherwell 

Dundee Utd v Hearts 

Hibernian v Kilmarnock 

Rangers v St Johnstone 

St Mirren v Dunfermline 
Wednesday, 23 November 2011 
Celtic v Dunfermline 


Saturday, 19 November 2011 
AEK Athens v Asteras Tripoli 
Kerkyra v Ergotelis 
Olympiakos v Panathinaikos 
Sunday, 20 November 2011 
Giannina v FC Xanthi 

OFI Crete v Aris Salonika 
PAOK Salonika v Panetolikos 


Saturday, 19 November 2011 
Villarreal v Real Betis 
Barcelona v Real Zaragoza 
Valencia v Real Madrid 
Sunday, 20 November 2011 
Real Sociedad v Espanyol 
Osasuna v Rayo Vallecano 
Sporting Gijon v Getafe 
Sevilla v Athletic Bilbao 
Atletico Madrid v Levante 
Granada v Mallorca 
Monday, 21 November 2011 
Racing Santander v Malaga 


Saturday, 19 November 2011 
De Graafschap v PSV Eindhoven 
Heerenveen v RKC Waalwijk 
Heracles v FC Twente 

NEC v Roda JC 

Ajax v NAC 

Sunday, 20 November 2011 
ADO Den Haag v FC Utrecht 
Vitesse v Feyenoord 

FC Groningen v VVV Venlo 

SC Excelsior Rotterdam v AZ Alkmaar 


Friday, 25 November Leiria 


Academica v Beira FC Porto v Braga 
Mar Pacos Ferreira v 
Saturday, 26 Nov Olhanense 
Nacional v Maritimo Monday, 28 Nov 
Benfica v Sporting Guimaraes v Vitoria 
Sunday, 27 Nov Setubal 


Feirense v Rio Ave 
Gil Vicente v Uniao 
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Elastoplast 


Mouthguat 
Elastic Adhesive Ban 
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